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In recent years, it has become possible to open

Serendip to school parties and other groups.

A public viewing area has been constructed,

with a raised walkway giving a clear view of

enclosures for Deer, Brolga, Magpie Geese
and Bustards. There is a walk-through aviary

for parrots and other native species; a
brushwood ‘hide’ allows visitors to view the

lake without disturbing the birds; and there are

display ponds where visitors can identify local

species of waterfowl.

Volunteers also helped with tree planting and

setting up nest boxes. Within ten years the

property had taken on a completely new

character, its thick vegetation cover providing

shelter for many species of wild and

captive animals.

The whole property was once a farm, and

farming is still an important activity in order to
demonstrate that wildlife and agriculture are

not mutually exclusive.

Since its establishment in 1959, Serendip has

had success with a number of other species

besides the Magpie Goose. In recent years,
four or five Bustard chicks have been hatched

and hand-raised each season, offering the hope

that these fascinating birds can one day be
re-established in Victoria. Potoroos — small,

furry mammals sometimes called Rat

Kangaroos — were thought to be extinct in
Victoria, until field studies and research based

at Serendip proved that in fact they are still
quite widespread. And Serendip, too, is the

place for long-term routine tasks of wildlife

research — like duck banding, which has be'en

carried out on this property for the past
thirty years.

Two hundred years ago. Magpie Geese were

well known in Victoria. But as the early

colonists moved in — clearing the scrub,

draining swamps and grazing cattle - these shy,
handsome birds moved out. In the course of

time they disappeared completely from the

State. Today, Magpie Geese are breeding

again in Victoria; three colonies have been
established and more are planned. The work

that made this possible was carried out at the

Serendip Wildlife Research Station, Lara.

The devastating bushfires at Lara in 1969 set

back all this good work. Most of the buildings

were saved — but tree planting had to

start again.

Not all of the wildlife species at Serendip are

the subject of current research. Some, such as

the Cape Barren Goose, were studied in the
past but have now become part of a

management programme designed to maintain
a feral flock in the region. Others, such as the

Brolga, are part of a long-term husbandry

programme, slowly building up a captive flock
for later studies and re-colonisation

programmes. And some, like the Ibis and

Spoonbills, are attracted by the wetland

habitats which were originally provided for
ducks and other waterfowl.

Serendip, 40 kilometres from Melbourne

down the Geelong Road, covers 250 hectares

and is the major field station of the Fisheries
and Wildlife Division, Victoria. At the centre

is a 30 hectare lake, home for thousands of

ducks, swans, coots and other waterbirds;

around it are wildlife enclosures and breeding

pens, together with fields sown down to crops.

Visits to Serendip can be arranged by

telephoning the Guide on: (052) 82 1584 or by

writing to:

The Serendip Wildlife Research Station
Fisheries and Wildlife Division

Ministry for Conservation
P.O. Box 2
LARA. Vic. 3212.

In 1959, Serendip was a farm, with bare

paddocks, a lake and spindly plantations of

pines and sugar-gums. Gradually, changes
were made to accommodate the needs of
wildlife and wildlife research. Division staff

constructed banks and islands in the lake,
fenced off enclosures and sunk bores. Cunningham, Cummings & Associates: designers

F. D. Atkinson, Government Printer, Melbourne.
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the subject of current research. Some, such as

the Cape Barren Goose, were studied in the

past but have now become part of a

management programme designed to maintain

a feral flock in the region. Others, such as the

Brolga, are part of a long-term husbandry

programme, slowly building up a captive flock
for later studies and re-colonisation
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KEY TO RBSBARCH STATIOK PAOILITIBS AND UND USE AREAS

1, Research Station Centre (Animal house, Services block, workshop * equipment shed,
and enclosures) 36 ha.

pens

2. Car park (risltore)

3. Proposed Education Centre (visitors)
4. Wildlife display enclosures (visitors)
5« Breeding enclosures - bustards

6. Breeding enolosurss - Hog deer, buet€u:’d, brolgn, small marsupials. 4.8. ha,
7. Enclosures - Pallow and Red deer. 2. ha,

2.5. ha.
3.2. ha.

8. Breeding enclosures - Magpie geese 2.5. ha,
9* Observation Hide.
10. Demonstration Parti DaiiB.
11. Parmland.
12. Pans woodlot and wetland
13, Laks and dams
14. Wildlife buffer area

HO ha.
8. ha.
36. ha.

28, ha. ( 2.5. ha food crops, 4 ha lucerne
crop).




