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The parks and leisure industry plays a key role in ensuring the health and wellbeing of our communities,
and in safeguarding the sustainability of our natural places. We strive to influence government decision-
making and champion the importance of accessible, inclusive, and resilient spaces. This year’s theme
invites us to honour the legacy of our landscapes, parks, facilities, and communities, while boldly imagining
what comes next — highlighting the value our industry has brought to the community in the past and
focusing on what we will achieve to ensure positive outcomes for the future.

This year’s conference carried a special significance as it marked the beginning of celebrations leading into
Parks & Leisure Australia’s 100th anniversary in 2026. Over the last century we have been advocating for
community wellbeing through active living and flourishing spaces.

The Hobart Conference Statement builds on recent conference statements with the foundation from the
2023 International Congress Adelaide Statement guiding our aspirations. The Hobart Statement continues
to pursue the six Pledges formulated and endorsed in the Adelaide Statement:

Foster Collaboration

by embracing kindred
organisations and
community groups to
seek partnerships across
disciplines, cultures, and
sectors to achieve more
positive leisure outcomes.

Embrace Innovation

by breathing life into our
places and spaces, infusing
them with purpose.

Promote Sustainability

by advocating for the
fundamental need to deliver
park and leisure experiences
that are ecologically sound.

Champion Health and
Wellbeing

by integrating health and
wellbeing considerations into
park and leisure programs,
planning and design.

Advocate for Equity

by actively seeking
information and training
about experiences other
people have that are
different to our own
experiences, so we achieve
outcomes that are fair for all.

Community Engagement

ensures that communities
are able to provide input,
share concerns and
contribute to decisions about
the delivery of parks and
leisure experiences.

PLA recognises its important place within the wider industry as the peak body that sets the tone and pace
as we move forward in addressing the issues that are challenging us, including the impacts of climate

change and changing physical activity trends.

The conference emhaphised the importance we place in member engagement, professional growth, and

collaboration.

During the conference we looked back to understand where we have come from. We have learnt from
our mistakes, and we remember what we have done right. We ensure that our history is recorded and
acknowledged. We continue to plan for; and aim high for our future.

Our industry, and PLA members in particular, are committed to drawing on this Statement to guide
and reinforce our strategic park, recreation and leisure initiatives. We recognise the importance of the
learnings from this Conference as we strive to apply them. We will share these learnings by using the
Hobart Statement to inform our colleagues, our organisations, and our political representatives about the
importance of parks and leisure experience delivery.



