Appendix A
LocalHistories

In this section | have compiledme ofthe early history of grazing iach broadarea of snow
country. These aredsave been grouped under three geographical headings: Western Fringe,
Central Core, and Far East.

The snow country of the Western Fringe stretcfresn the Buffalo Plateawsouthwardsto the

Cobbler Plateau, the upper Goulburn watershed (including Mt Stirling, Mt Buller, The Bluff, sections
of the Great Dividing Range, & Mt Skene), and the Baw Baw pldathalVestern Fringe is
characterized by small sublpine tablelandsnarrow subalpine ridgesand some alpine peaks

Most of these areas haablativelylow carrying capacitfor livestockbecause of their small size and
heavily dissected, rugged, tography.They were ofimited interest to large scale pastoral

operations, except in periods of drought, but were of great utility to sem@perators who lived

nearby, possessed very detailed local geographical knowledge, and had ample time to invest in
managing livestock in these mountainous localities.

The Central Core encompasses the largeapme tablelands (Bogong High Plains, Cobungra High
tfFAYyas 5FNH2 | A3IK tflrAyax FyR GKS {y2geé wky3aSos

The Far East snow country lies east of Omeo, and much of it is adjacent to the Kosciusko National
Park.

These histories are very much a wénkprogress.

My original research method back in the 18%as to gather information for the whole of the

Victorian snow countrywithout analysing data for any particular locality in detAih alternative
approach, which would have made the job a lot easier but less comprehensive, would have been to
focus on one or two sample areas and then extrapolate to the whole. In that way a few tracts of
show country would have been researched morertiughly, but the overall regional picture may

not have been so clear.

Now, however, | have attempted &chieve the best of both worlds by compilingtdiled early
grazing histories for all areas. These are based for starteasreview and renterpretation ofthe
original tenancy dataanda close interrogation ofmy notesof interviews withgrazies. A deep dive
into the fabulous Trove cfine digitized newspaper facility produced a treastnave of
supplementanyinformation about previously unknown early snow country grazing operatijons
particularly the activitis of commercial livestock agendsring the 1866. This was a revelation
which progressively unfolded as | ran searches on names which appeared in the pasocal
registers but were otherwise unknawas snow country graziers.

Focusing attention on the local histories has truly added new dimensions to the broader regional
picture. It wasalso the path to estimating likely stocking trend linestfee snow country. As there
wasno annual livestock census, aside from that for ¢heater Bogong High Plains during the era of
the Soil Conservation Authoriflate 1943 ¢ early 1988), and the Mansfield forest district for the
1930 & WO0s, | had to rely on randomsnippets of informationthrown up during interviews that were
indicative of stocking levebchievedby afew handfuk of individual farming operationg.hese



snippets included memories dbtal herd size; numbexof calves bred in a typical yeaypical
numbers of cattle purchased at spring auctions by dealetgnbers of stock lost during bush fires;
rough estimates of the usual carrying capacity of particular areas of snow cpanttyules of

thumb regarding the minimum number of cattle that would be worthwhile taking to the snow
country for summer | also applied some assumptiowben subjectivelyextrapolating the sketchy
data o years where | had nagiires. In particular, | assumed thhe greaterthe number of local
licensees, the higher the number of stock, all other things being equal (not only because more
participants usually implies a rise in demand, but also more participaatss more hands available
for stock work, ensuring a more efficient autumn muster and an increased capacity to use larger
areas of less accessiblengeland).

The historical stocking trend linéisat | have conjured up are eminently contestable, but
nevertheless represent my best estimate after many years of contemplation.

Unfortunately,L. R aye@ié time or capacity to take these incomplete histories much further, but
hope that this section will give future researchers a flying start.

1/ The Western Fringe

Western Fringe

5000 Trend Line, Number of Cattle

4500

4000

3500

3000

2500

2000

1500

1000

200 N\ ——

Op’ \
OO WO O OoOLWOoLwmonOowmoOLnOoOLwwmWOoOLnmOoOLwmOoOLwmOoOLwmOoOLwmoLw
DLW O© ONNDMNOWOWOOO OO dd N NMMIIT IO O© ON~NNOWOO OO O O
0O 0O 0O O 0O 0O 0O 0O 0 O O O OO OO OO OO O) OO O) OO OO OO OO OO OO OO OO O OO O O O
D B e B O B T O O O B IO T O I I O O R O IO B T IO O O IR B IO B B IR N I o)

= It Buffalo Up.Goulburn Cobbler Baw Baw Total

1.1/ TheBuffalo Plateau

One of the tracts of snow country most accessible to early squatters was the Buffalo Plateau. It was
2yfte KIFIEF I RFreQa NARS (G2 GKS G2L) 2F GKS LI FGSH oo
admittedly up someoretty steep slopes. By the late 1&iDe plateau was bordered on three sides

by pastoral stations, and given its visual prominence it would be surprising if it had not been visited



by stockmen at that time. It was certainly being visited by occasional tourist parties by the late
1860s.

Lands Department pastoral run plan 1381A (2) of 1863 suggests that the plateau was divided

between the Wabonga, Nog Nog Wah, Winterigah, and Buffalo Heifer station runs. Unfortunately,
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what might be expected during the early period when run boundaries were routinely described in

relation to streams, their catchments, dividing ranges, and other pastoral stations. In such

circumstances it is easy to appreeidow the Buffalo plateau could have been divided amongst so

many grazing operations. However, in 1859 when the Winterigah run was established it was
RSAONAOGSR d onnn FONB&a 06SAy3 W yIEINNRBg A0GNARAL] 27
boundaryof Nog Nog Wah station) on the (west) side of the Buffalo Mountain and commanding a
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specifically a valley cattle run and this was probably the case for all the above mentioned stations
adjoining the Buffalo plateau at that time. If these stations ever put livestock on the plateau thei

right to do so would not have been clear until the late 18%@en a new map sorted out the

boundary issues.
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Lands Department Run Plan 1381A (2) part, 1

1 Ovens and Murray Advertiser, Wed 18 Dec 1872, Page 1, A TRIP TO THE BUFFALO RANGES; Leader
(Melbourne), Sat 18 Jul 1874, Page 25, HOLIDAY TRIP TO MOUNT BUFFALO.
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Run Plan 1371 (part) showing runs in the vicinity of Mt Buffal879 (SLV)

There remains quite a deal of uncertainty surrounding the early grazing history of the Buffalo

plateau. The local history as conveyed by my informants (Appendix F) seems consistent and reliable
for the years after 1890, but for the period before is someitvtiivided. There are two stories, one

of which has become well known and uncritically accepted; the other | will relate in a moment.

Let me deal with the most weknown story first. It starts with the first squatting run to be licensed

close to Mt Buffalo which was formed in the name of Thomas Buckland in 1845 and held by him as
Junction run till July 184%it included the junction of the Ovens and Buckland rivers. The following
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while looking for cattle, and from then on stock were taken there each suninBarckland only held

Junction in his name for a few years but it is said that Goldie continued to graze cattle on the plateau

till 1890, two years before his death though he never hdidenceto do so. This is the story | was

given when interviewing high country identity Percy Weston at Porepunkah in®19rd | am
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on Johnson. However, the story remains to leeified.

Bright Cemetery recorddist a Thomas Goldie being interred there on 31/3/1892, having died on
29" March at the age of 66 years. A genealogical resoureeords similar details plus the names of
D2f RASQa 46AFS YR mn OKAfRNBYI GUKNBS 2F 6K2Y | NE

3 See Billis & Kenyon (1932) reproducedhtp://nla.gov.au/nla.obj29718849/view#page/n253/mode/lup
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based on the beliefs of Percy Weston.

5 See Appendix F

8 http://www.0zgenonline.com/~nhm_cemeteries/Bright_Cemetery/_surname.html

7 http://www.tribejoyce.com/TNG/getperson.php?personID=P1114&tree=treel



no doubt that Thomas Goldie is a historically verifiable person whose lifespan is consistent with the
Weston story. Also, there is a spur giving access to the south end of the plateau from the Buckland
valley that was used by cattlemen and carries thedi@ohame. However, there seems to be no

logical reason for anyone to regularly take cattle to the Buffalo plateau for summer grazing in the
1840sbecause there wasimply too much unused grazing capacity in the valleys and lower hills that
were more easily accessible. Furthermore, there is ample evidence of Thomas Goldie being a gold
miner rather than a stockmah.Of course he could have been both. But the likelihood of a grazier

of some 40 years standing never showing up in the Lands Departments grazing records is quite
remote; unless perhaps he simply remained an employee of one of the adjoining stationp, All

the Goldie story is simply that, a story that has yet to be properly confirmed.

A different story was told to me by Reg Lewis of Moyhu in 1977. According to Reg his grandfather,
John Lewis had the Mt Buffalo run before the 1880s for a long time and his father William jnr and
uncle Joseph Lewis took over for a few years after oldQahn RS § K® ¢KSNB gl &
paddock at the foot of Mt Buffalo, on the Buffalo River. John Lewis was said to be out at Buffalo for
10¢ 20 years. He had some connection there with the Webb family, who lived on the Little Buffalo
River and had@nething to do with Mt Buffalo, but Reg was not sure what.

To me this second story has anthentictone, though it is incomplete and tinged with uncertainty,

and perhaps some exaggeration. Besides being verifiable historical personages (the only type of
evidence so far supporting the Goldie story), John Lewis and his sons were bona fide pastoralists
whose onnection to the Buffalo River locality can be confirmed from the historical records. John
Lewis is recorded as having held tleencefor Buffalo East run in 1877, and we know this was not a
phantom occupancy because the licensee of Winterigah station complained to her local member of
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Lands Department Run Plan 1371, drawn by 1879, shows the Buffalo East run adjoining Mt Buffalo to
the southwest. This run was bounded on the west by the east bank of the Buffalo River, and on the
east by the Buffalg Buckland dividing range; it may halveen argued at the time (in the absence of
accurate mapping) that it incorporated a portion of the plateau; but certainly it gave ready access to

GKS LI I GSIdza a2dziKSNYy SyRo® LG 61 & SadlrofAakKSR

Nixon (who dew years later briefly licensed the famous Wonnangatta station). The government
licenceregisters show that John Lewis of Moyhu held the run from July 1877 to Novembet'1878.

CKAE A& y2G | t2y3 GAYST o6dzi A GssOrg. yTReAMelyTamily LINE & &

were licensees of the Dandongadale fdion the opposite bank of the Buffalo River. The two runs
were held under common management from late 1868 till probably 1878 and together would have
been a quite sizeable operation which had sufficient mass to utilize the Buffalo plateau for summer
grazirg. However, this is just speculation.

8 Ovens & Murray Advertiser, 7/9/1875 page 4; 4/5/1889 p.11

9 Interview with Reg Lewis, Appendix F
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11 ands Department Register of Runs, Book 2

121 ands Department Register of Runs, Book 2



Dandongadale Run Carrying| Stock | Buffalo East Run Carrying| Stock

Capacity| assmt Capacity| assmt
August 1858 Henry Faithful 1860 Hugh Nixon
Nov 1861, David Hamilton &
Wm Masterton
1862 2250 122 350 43

July 1866 Alex Nixon

Nov 1868 David Masterton Sept 1868 Wm Masterton, David
Wm Hamilton

Nov 1868 David Masterton, et al

1871 1750 300
Dec 1871 Oriental Bank Corp Dec 1871 Oriental Bank Corp

Jly 1873 Wm Gilbert Hensley Jly 1873 Wm Gilbert Hensley of
wSARQ& / NBS| wSARQA / NBS]

Sept 1877 Bank of Victoria

Sept 1879 Nathanial Webb March 1879 William McLean

Jan 1880 Oriental Bank Corp

It is possible that cattle were taken onto the plateau after the 1851 bushfires, or after 1853 when
the Ovens and Buckland river valley floors were being turned ugkidan by gold diggers. If so the
contributors were likely to be the surrounding statigms Wabonga Station, Nog Nog Wa Station,
Winteriga Statior& the Buffalo heifer stationLater prospects would include Eurobin station and
possiblythe various proprietors of the Buffalo East rgibut at this stage we are really just guessing.
There idnsufficient evidence to corroborate either the Weston story or the Lewis one. The Lewis
FILYAfe £S3ISYR YAIKGE aSSY (2 KIFIBS Y2NB ONBRAOAT A
undeniable As we shall see a bit later, in the 1870e Lewis had command of the upper King River
snow country plus some of the upper Buffalo River catchment (Fruges pastoradHowgver, it is
possible that the legend confuses the Buffalo plateau with the headwaters of the Buffalo River,
which was originally offered as a run named Buffalo Mour&in

The tenancy picture for the Buffalo plateau is much clearer after 1879, though the stocking situation

isnot. AtthattimgheS| &G SNy FlLff 2F (GKS LX FGSldz 614 RSTAYS
and for the next few years its tenancy history can be traced through the official records. The Mt

Buffalo run was nicely composed with a combination of snow country, foothilleaen someiver

flats. It was put to public tender in August 1879 and wadrteh 15 January 1880 to William

Radcliffel® the temporary mining registrar for Buckland distHcf who had extensive experience in

13 Victorian Government Gazette, 1880, page 84
4 Argus newspaper, 15/6/1878 page 8
15 Victorian Parliamentary Papers, 187880, paper 92, page 28



gold mining and operated a quartz crushing batt&yle was married to Grace Nankertighe
licencesubsequently passetd John Nankervis in 1885 amdisheld in that name for another yea?.

At this stage | have no information about the scale or type of grazing operation run by Radcliffe and
Nankervis. When | mentioned the Nankervis tenancy to long time Buckland valley grazier, Sid
.SOSNARISET AYy MpTy>I KS ARKIMINE { 2dzNISNKE $RY (§WEBK hwi
dynasty was quite small and shdinted; a side interest rather than a serious, fully fledged grazing

2LISNI GA2y @ hNJ LISNKF LA wl ROtAFTFSQa AyaGSNBald Ay
notice rec@nizes only his mining activities:

A telegram received from Melbourne to the older section of the miningreomity

yesterday announced the death of Mr William Radcliffe. The name is familiar to the older

mining community. Mr Radcliffe was for many years a resident of the Buckland, where he
engaged in alluvial and quartz mining. He was for a long time a member Bedehworth

Mining Board. During recent years he has resided in one of the suburbs of Melbourne. The
AYYSRAFGS OFdzaS 2F RSYGK gla  YAYSNDa O2YLX

From other local news reports we learn that he built a hut on the plat@and accompanied at
least one tourist party to the sumniitso | am guessing that his primary interest was in its tourist
potential.

One thing we do know for sure, however, is that in 1884/85 Radcliffe consented to Mt Buffalo
receiving 9,000 starving sheep from the drougiwaged Riverina distriét. This is the first and only
record | have of starving stock being sent to the Buffalo plateau. | would guess that Radcliffe also
sublet the run to local graziers if only to recoup his antisehcefee. Likely prospects would have
been the proprietors of the adjacent Wabonga and Eurobin stations whose later involvement is
confirmed.

In 1886 the Buffalo Plateau wablmnost entirely encompassed by Delatite couRfystoral Allotment
B, according tgrovisions of the 1884 Land Act, and leaggdohn Curtain, a former member of
parliament with extensive interests in vineyards in the Dookie disttittappears that, like
Radcliffe, Mr Curtain had plans for the plateau that extended beyond cattle grazing; in fact:

The Harrietville corrgmndent of the " Args" telegraphs thaMr Chaincey, the shire engineer, and
Mr Marie aresurveying a road for vehiclesttre top of the Buffalo Range, and theame

Melbourne capitalists, including Mt A. Wallace, M.C., and CouncilloCurtain, propose to build a
grand hotel orthe plateau. This road, when completedll render accessible to theurist someof
the grandest scenery in the colony. Tadway is now open as far as Myrtlefoahd will shortly e
extended to Brigh A road from Harrietville to Oeo, ovetthe Australian Alps, has been open for
vehicles for the last three yeargin attempt was made some time ago to estabhshospicet the
summit of Mount Buffalobut it was not persevered with, and thogsiting the mountain have
found it necesary to @amp out. Should theew projectse carried out, excursionists will have easy
means of access to the spot from whielecording to many reports, one of the masgnificentof

16 Ovens & Murray Advertiser

17 Bright Cemetery recordshttp://www.ozgenonline.com/~nhm_cemeteries/Bright_Cemetery/_death.html

8 Victorian Government Gazette, 1886 p 138

19 Ovens & Murray Advertiser, 17/5/1904, p.12

20 Ovens & Murray Advertiser, 24/2/1885, p.1

21 Ovens and Murray Advertisesat 21 Jan 188Page 7,TRIP TO MOUNT BUFFALO

21 f LIAYS hoaSNBSNE myyn XXXXT h@Sya 3 ada2NNIe& ! ROSNIA &
23 Qvens & Murray Advertiser, 19/11/1885, p.2, 24/7/1886 p.2, 9/3/1895, p.9



the Alpine views is to be obtained,dcathe new place is likely to beme as great an attraction as the
now well-known hospice on Mount St. Bernafd

This may well be the first instance in Australia of a pastoral lease being misused to exploit a tourism
development opportunity. Had the Buffalo plateau continued to be offered for grazing under the
annuallicenceda @ A 0 SY W2 Ky [/ dz2NI I Ay Qa yIFYS OSNIIAyte& g2dzf F
mountain cattlemen. He was not a genuine pastoralist. However, the Section 21 lease allowed for
construction of a residence and ehtildings, and if all the necessary citi@hs and requirements

were fulfilled the lessee had the right to purchase up to 320 acres, comprising the location of the

capital improvement$® It was this very nompastoral business opportunity that prompted John

Curtain to embark on what can only be regarded as a sham grazing operation. And not everyone

was impressed:

THE BUFFALEDSPICE

Shales ! of the romantic and pictesque, we bid ywoclose your eyes anckil yar faces, when we
announce thathere is to be an hotel erected at or néae crowning point of the lone and
magnificent Buffalo. But courage, deginosts of the sublime and beautiful, aagain gaze upon one
of you favaurite haunts, when ya learn that this invasioby cold, unsympathetic and salled
civilisation on one of your grandest alayeliest demesnes is not a mere common, vulgatip house
but ahospice That makes all the difference. Itigleed a comfort to the human stomaulinen we
approach an ordinary roadsig®untry innt and, too often, not alwaythat on the morning
thereaftert but thevery name ohospicebrings back to us athe glories of the Alps, the heroic
isoldion of themonks of St. Bernard, artide true and faithful animals which betirat sairt's name,
and should themselvd®e canonised. We shall have no usediogs on the top of the Buffalo, unless to
track wandering pairs of lovers who hasteyed from the beaten paths arourtde hospice as, luckily,
the snow doesot lie there long enough or deep enougltoverwhelm the adventurous explordsut
there is no doubt that althougbamping out has its charms, it will agdeatly to the convenience and
the pleasure of many who cannfice theperils of wet clothes and tent life, tearn that there is

really to be a hospicen the top é the Buffalomountain, am a road made, over which buggies and
coaches may be driven higto the summit Mount Buffalo, which is 5645 feet above the level of the
sea, was first ascended, so far as we know, by a survey party somewhere about the year 1852. They
started from Faithful's Station, at Oxley, and, striking across the Buffalo River, took a speemetw
that river and the Ovens at the back of Wabonga Station. We never have been by that route; but it is
said that some of the party rode the whole way. They, however, simplythere to erect a land
markt which remains to this day andreturned without making any observatioas regards the
character of the strangplateau which they visited. It remaineafparently, a perfect terra incognita
for some yearsyntil a couple of police cadetstationed at Porepokah, tempted by theappearance

of the mountaint as presented from Mr Hooper's hospitahltetelt with its precipitous sides, and
its white cascade tumbling over the top lizgreat streak of quartz in the mountaidetermined to
make heascent, not knowing anything about its ever having bewe before. One of them
succeededh the atempt about February or Marcii854, by ascending the spur betweahe

Bucklanl River and the Eurob®reek, but as he was without fondnot thinking the ascent would be
so arduousr prolongedt he only arrived on the toa little before sunset, and was compelted
leavenext morning before makingiore than a cursory survey of therthern table. Btuiwhat he did
see was so remarkable that a great numbépersons believed he was romamg;ior, at all events,
took his description dhe magnificence and extent of timeountain's top as the result of a dreash

the imagnation, caued by a want o§upper and the isolation of a maieeping alone in so desolate a
place Asmay, hovever, be seen fromir Hooper'sthis spir strikes the face of the mountaiabout
half-way up from which point theest is nearly precipitous, involving tbkémbirg of one rock to
another, and n@ne cared to repeat the experimentwas therefore several years before alier

24 Ovens & Murray Advertiser, 26/11/1886, p.4. The first hospice was built in the summer of 1884/85 (Ovens
& Murray Advertiser, 24/2/1885, p.1); a more elaborate one was built in 1892 by Edward Carlisle (Ovens &
Murray Advertiser, 8/4/1893, p.6)

251 and Act 1884, section 29



attempt was made to "topthe Buffalg but at length a very good trackas discovered from the
Buckland Rivehigher up, and this enabled partiesascend wit packhorses, and even fdadies to
ride nearly all the way. Thetbegan to be really believed that tiBuffalo mountain was not only
what it had been described by its first casuigitor, but, from its own extraordinagharacter and the
magnificentandvaried views which were to be obtainfdm it, oneof the most remarkable
mountains inAustmlia. In fact, we areonfident that,so great is the extent dhe rough tableland ah
so numeroushe ravines and spurs which radiate from, not @aeth partof its extraordinanfeatures
or of its beauties have besgt discoveredBut thetime is nowdrawingnigh when alits treasures of
loveliness ad splendour will be ransackess it seemshat Messrs J. A. Wallackl.L.C., and
Councillor Curtain, of Meburne, are abouto build a granchotel on the plateau, and the shiceuncil
and the Governnta have determined to construct a road for wheeled vehicles all theWaymay be
surethat lovers of nature who determine toake the grad ascent will give Beewlorth a call in
passing, and see tHeeauties of that neighbourhood, as intellectual relish, before visiting the
grander and wilder scenes whialil presnt themselves from the Hunmgf the Buffalo?®

Curtain never built his grand hotel, but he kept the dream alive by making the annual lease

payments till August 1898. A rough accommodatiohad beerbuilt in the summer of 1884/8%°

RdzNAyYy 3 whk ROt AFFSQa GSylyoOes FYyR I Y2NB Sl o02NI i
LINS & dzYl 6f & dzy RSNJ / dzNI I the/erly 190edhatdhe treh@ df agrand 61 & y 2
hotel was realized when the Mount Buffalo Chalet was constructed by/itterian Railways

Department.

(N

Meanwhile, the plateau was grazed by small numbers of cattle contributed by atimile€ Ovens
Valley settlers, as is indicat@éuthe oral history:

George Weston, Bill Smith & Alf Weston trialled grazing on the Buffalo plateau in 1888/9.

The bridle track had already been built so it was easy to get the stock up the mount. They

put a few hundred head on the front plains. Because winters up thesodrad they had to

get the stock off by end of April or risk losing them. Jim Brady came in during 1902/3

RNR dzZAK( ¢ | dZAKS& OFYS Ay adGgAatft f1 G4SN | dZAKS:
George Weston had 2@0250 head of his own up there (inding about 60 breeders). Brady

only had 6670 head. Brady died in 1919 when thrown from a horse. George Weston was up

there for 37 years as a cattleman, till 19¥5.

| think this memoir somewhat understatéise role of Eurobin station in early grazing endeavours on

the plateau.Eurobin station was created via a subdivision in 1869 of the Wandiligong run, which in

GdzNy KIFIR SIENXASNI I 0ad2NbSR ¢ REWIENy, thedzstefnl Y RQ& 2 NR =
boundary of WandiligongEurobin was NOT described in relation to the watershed of the Buckland

River but something less, possibly the base of the Buffalo plafEaat created space which was

finally filled by the formation of the Mt Buffalo run as described in 1879.

The grazing history becomes dleaafter the plateau was dedicated as a National Park (5398
1908. Official records relating to the park provide some anchors to which can be tethered the oral
history. The records show thatayzing permits were nate-issued for the summer of 1908/9
(meaning that they had been extant prior to that dajet in March 1909 160 head of cattle

26 Ovens & Murray Advertiser, 26/6/1886, p. 4

27T Register of Section 21 Leases, 1884 Land Act. Lease no. 278
28 Ovens & Murray Advertiser, 24/2/1885, p.1

29 Ovens & Murray Advertiser, 8/4/1893, p.6

30 Appendix F, Interview with Percy Weston

31 Billis & Kenyon, 1932, Pastoral Pioneers of Port Phillip.



belonging to Messrs Weston, Brady & Hug{mgsumably the previous licensees and probably sub
tenants of John Curtain from the late 1830 1896)were found in the park. The owners agreed

they knew the cattle were there but claimed that the animals had not been wilfully put there; rather
they had found their own way onto the plateau as they were hati#d to going there each

summer? (suggesting a lengthy period of use).

¢CKIFIG DS2NEBS 2Sad2yQa dGAYS Fa | ad . dZFFlLt2 OFGaf ¢
tenancy records highlights both the strengths and weaknesses dicgrecedata. For while these

RFEGFE 3IAGBS LINBOAAS GAYStEAySa F2NI £ S3rt 200dzLI yOR S
on the ground. In this case oral history indicates that George Weston had catthe ®wemer on

the Buffalo plateau from 1888 till 1925, and while this is not confirmed byi¢kacerecords that |

located, neither is it contradicted. Until 1896 this area was leased to an absentee tenant who almost
certainly subet to local graziers; between 1896 and 1908 we know licahces (plural)were issued
(becausethe Lard 5SLI NI YSYyiQad NBaSNWS FAtS (Stta dza (KS
National Park reservation in 1908) but as | failed to locate the relevamtrfilegister book sources |

can onlyconfirmthat a small remnant of the Mt Buffalo run, originally licensed to Radctifid)eft

over after the creation bpastoral allotment B, was licensed to the Brady family (Eurobin station)

from the late 1888to 1905 Still we know from th@eservefile that WestonetalQa OF GGt S &SNS
found illegally grazing in the National Park in the summer of 1908/09 and had obviously been visiting

the plateau for some years.
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In October 1909 the annual grazing rights to the entire Mt Buffalo National Park were granted to
Richard Hughes of nearby EuroBifhough the park trustees would have preferred no grazing at

all, they were confronted with the annoying reality of persistent illegal grazing by locals, including
GKS 2Sai2yQasz IyR RAR y2i KI @S adzZFFADagaying TASE
rights, with limitations, to a responsible local cattlemasomeone who would be respectful of park

values and who might keep other interested parties in check either by mutual agreement or with the
threat of legal sanction.

puj

Although subletting was disallowed by the conditions of tenure, there could be no objection to a
f AOSyaSS FaANBSAy3a (G2 GF1S dzLJ I ySAIAKO2dzZNR&a OF G10f
local history is correct then this is what undoubtedly happrgy letting the grazing rights to one

person, and setting a maximum stocking level the national park trustees were able to gain some

O2y iNRPf 2@SNJ INITAYy3 Ay (GKS LIN] S@Sy G(K2dAK (K

N

1 Cancellation of grazing in early 1920ter a serious bushfire; again illegal grazing; licensed
grazing restored again after a few years to regain control and, according to PW to ameliorate
the dense posfire regrowth
1 Late 1928 Trespasses of Paddy Waterhouse and dumping 300 drought affected cattle on
0KS LX I GSIHdz 60S50FdzaS KS O2dA R 3ISG gl & gAGK A
rangers.
Issue oficenceto Crameribrothersto graze only the southern end of the plateau
Official termination of grazing in 1958, thoutite CrameQ& I Ry Qi G { Sy ada201
few years

=a =9

1.2/ The Upper Goulburn River Watershed, and Cobbler Plateau

The snow country at the headwaters of the Goulburn River takes the form of rather narrow high
mountain ridges spread out over quite a large area. Some of thekuwelln peaks include Mt Buller,
Mt Stirling, Mt Skene, and the Great Dividing Range betweeH®Mitt and Mt Sunday.

The tenancy data | have for this region is nowhere near as good as what | have compiled for other
localities. In particular, | was unable to find many pastticahceor lease records for the period
between the 18768and late 1898. For this period, | have had to rely on supplementary sources
occasional government reports, newspaper articles and local oral history. The formation of the
Forests Department in 1908 also created some difficulties for me as that Departoodndver the
administration of grazinticences over much of this area, baeased publishing its annual grazing
licencerenewals in the Gowvament Gazette magazine in 191&)d in the 19768conducted some
heavy handed pruning of its old fordgtencerecordsc ie many were files of potential interest were
apparently destroyed. So again | have had to rely on supplementary records in reconstructing the
grazing history of the expansive reserved forests established in 1908 in the upper reaches of the
King Delatite, Howqua and Jamieson rivers. Nevertheless, quite an interesting story emerges.

King and Delatite Rivers Dividing Raraye the Cobbler Plateau

The closest of the early squatting runs to this tract of snow country were the Glenmore (1843),
Degamero (1844) and Mt Typho stations. The 1862 stocking and rent assessments showed Glenmore

33Victorian Government Gazette 1910, page 246



and Mt Typo to carry few cattle (only 20 head each), but Degamero had a significant herd of 300

head which may have had sufficient mass to justify stocking the snow country. However, while the
Glenmore and Mt Typo runs encompassed some high ridges, DegamBrA Ry Qi dzy G At Al &
with the Clonleigh run which was created by the Lands Department in the mic.1870
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Lands Ijepaftment Run Plan 1371 (part) (SLV). Showing Glenmore (green), Degamero (orange),
Clonleigh (yellow), Mt Typho (blue) ¢.1875.

'

bSOSNIKSt Saaz Ad A& OftSINIFNRBY Yeé lylfteara 2F CS
that by early 1853 stockmen at Glenmore and Degamero were already familiar with the snow
country to the south, as one of them guided Mueller across to MieBu

The Glenmore run became notorious in the 187bt for its grazing operations but its association

with bushranging. Between 1864 and 1878 Glenmore was licensed by the maternal grandfather

OWI YS&a vdZAyyO0 |yR dzyOf S&a 2F 0dzaKNIYy3ISNI bSR YSftfE&
had also supportedentleman bushranger Harry Power, witegularlycamped out on Glenmore.

Though Glenmore encompassed and had easy access to the Tomahawk, No.3, and Razorback snow
O2dzy iNBESZ ¢gKAOK Ay (dzNYy 3 S Sl ae | OOSafgheli2z al {
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if they had built up a sufficiently large cattle herd. But when they sold out to William Lewis in or
before 1876 /78 the capability was certainly there.

2KAES [SoAraQa GAYS |G DESYY2NBE Aa NBO2NRSR Ay (K
there earlier eitherasasud Sy I yi 2F (GKS vdzZAyyQasz 2NJIFa 26ySN ¢4
to complete. A Lands Department survey plan of Degamerarawn in 1878'a K2 6 & [ S6A a4 Qa4
stockyards on the west bank of the King River, opposite its junction with Stockyard Creek, which is at

the southern end of Degamero, close to the snow country. In the same period William Lewis also

licensed the adjoining Clonleigh snow caymun, and the nearby Fruges bush run; and his brother

John had East Buffalo.

r !
William Lewis John Lewis
Runs:
: l Buffalo East 1877-8
Runs:
Clonleigh 1877-8
Fruges 1877-8 l l
Glenmore 1878-81 . illi is|
Joseph Lewis William Lewis jnr
(1868 - 1940)
Runs:
Mt Cobbler
(Delatite PA 'S") Reg Lewis
71890 - 7 1902 ;
- my informant

Family Home Property at Moyhu

Notice of an auction to be held of"9anuary 1877 published in the local newspdperovides

further clues. At this auction grazing properties owned by Fredrick George Docker were up for sale,
including Degamero and Clonleigh, which totalled 130,000 acres of Crown land and carried 1400

head of cattle. Docker also held Mt Typho run whiehsold separately in 1877. Things to notice

AyOf dzRS 5201 SNRa O2Yo6AylL A2y 2F 5S3IFYINR YR [ f2
large associated herd. With numbers like that it was feasible to stock the snow country, and in fact
Clonleigh wapredominantly a snow country run. Before Clonleigh was created as a separate run in

1876 the land it embraced was almost certainly used by cattle from Degamero. It looks to me like

the reason Clonleigh was created was to formalize a long standing useideceeo sooner was the

NHzy ONXBIF GSR omkdpkmyTcO yR fAO0OSYyaSR Ay 5201 SNna
(14/12/1876). In my opinion this all points to the likelihood that Docker had been turning cattle out

onto the Clonleigh snow country duringsttenure of Degamero which began in 1872. And if he was

using that snow country it seenp@ssibleto me that he was also doing the same at the adjoining Mt

Typho run which encompassed the more extensive Mt Cobbler high plateau.

34 Lands Department Run Plan 138, Degamero, 1876 (SLV)
35 Ovens and Murray Advertiser, Thu 14 Dec 1876, Page 3, Advertising



At the auction on 9/1/1877 Clonleigh was purchased by William Lewis and thus combined with

Glenmore to give him and his her grazing rightso most of the snow country along the King /

5SSt GAGS NAODSNE RADGARS® ¢ KScciipbtigr oftidstareiwad pretty dz3 3 S &
fleeting ¢ only a few years. However, as is evident from the Degamero run plan (previously

mentioned) William Lewis was established at Glenmore station by ¢ 866doubt earlier. So it

f221a fA1S UK 8sitipnSoba dsifgithe gridwdduntyydn the Kinly / Delatite divide for

at least five years. They may have been there a lot longer, but as | was unable to locate the tenure

records for this locality during the 188€here remains a lot of uncertainty.

Oral history records that Joseph Lewis, the son of John, was grazing cattle on Mt Cobbler and the
upper King and upper Rose rivers in the 18380 cooperation with fellow Moyhu resident John

Evans® The Evans family were licensees of the Whitefield pastoral run, lower down the King River,
from as early as 1853 till 1885. This association should be kept in mind when researching the grazing
history of this region.

The Lewis family, and others, believed that Jo Lewis was the first grazier to use the Cobbler
plateau®” This may be true. From what | can tell he was amongst the first to do so regularly. But as
previously indicated, Fred Docker, the former licensee of Mt Typho pastoral run certainly had the
right and the capacity to do so a few years earlier.

I O0O2NRAY3 (2 Y& AYyF2NXIyYyldizX wS3 [SgArAas KAa dzy Of S
them in the bush, then fattening them at his property at Moyhu. New stock were bought in spring
andput straightonto the run. The route to the tops was over Wild Horse Gap thea cdtle track

through to Cobbler.Steers were wintered in the lower reaches of the rothers werewintered on

the paddocks at Moyhu & fattenettiere in May before sale. Reg believed that Jo LbatistheMt
Cobblerrun for éout 30 years & workedith John ZEvans for most of that time, just the 2 of them
However, if Jo Lewis was born in 1868 it seems to me that the earliest he could have started at
Cobbler would be the mid 1880and then he was finished with it by 1902. So ay&&r tenancy

seems more likely. The tenancy data | have for Mt Cobbler from 1887 through to 1900 is very sparse.
A section 21 lease was issued to a Peter Sim in 1887, but was forfeited 12 months kteexTh

record | have is a grazitigencebeing issued to Frank Power of Delatite, in September 1901 and
carried through till June 1903. Thereafter, till 1915 it was licensed to George and W Frank Lovick of
Merrijig, who used the run in much the same way as Lewis, buying store cattle in spdtipgtéing

them into the snow country for summer, and wintering them at the head of the King River.

| found few tenancy records for the Kigdelatite divide for the 1889and 1896 ¢ KI i R2Say Qi
mean there was no action, but simply that the records were either lost, destroyed, misfiled or simply
not in the places | looked. | suspect part of the reason for the difficulty wasrhah ofthis area

was dedicated as Reserved Forest in 1908 and then administered by the newly created Forests
Department. Lands Department graziigencefiles would then have been either closed and put

into storage, or given over to the Forests Department in which case they may have fallen foul of that
5 S LJ NI Y S yaperécord culling pridctices.

Nevertheless, gazettelicencerenewal lists for the late 18%%how that a good part of the divide
was tenanted to graziers residing to the north, at Moyhu and the King River valley. | have already

3¢ Appendix F, Interview with Reg Lewis
37 Appendix F, Interview with Reg Lewis; interview with Charlie Hearn



discussed the activities of the Lewis and Evans families in thesd8dB&. From 1/1/1896 Mt

Stirling, the Razorback and nearby snow country was licensed to H E Holmes about whom | know
very little, other than that he resided lower down the King River. This 30,000 acre run was later
(1901) licensed to the well know J Crosbiereiv@s of Mt Battery station near Mansfield. Oral

history suggests Graves was already using this area some years earlier, no doubt by agreement with
Holmes.

¢CKS DNI 984Q 6SNB | LINBYAYSY(d FLYAfE Ay G(GKS al yaT
DNJ @S3aQ dzicPeldite divid& SazattaligeAcerenewal notices show him to have held
the Razorback run from 1901 to his death in 1918. The oral history is rich in detail of how he used it.

Graves was out there in 1898 because that year there was a fire & he lost a lot of stock. Tom
McLough was looking after them. Tom cut the track from No.3 to the(Kumg)before

Mmpnn g G221 OFGGES R2y>S SAGKSNI R24y /[ KI NI AS¢
Tom McLough was the first one down there; Graves had paddocks at Buttércup.

4 ¢ 5 men lived at Buttercup. Jim Bullock was one of the main ones, & also there was Sam
Christopher, Tom McLough & sometimes Jim Dugédlsgood men & good bushmen. Bill
Bullock pioneered the joi¥he had been in the locality his whole life & had previously
worked for Dr Rowe at Mt Battery. Later Jim, Alf & Fred Ross went out t help.

JCH Graves was the first (Mansfield) grazier into these moumti@svent on this end

around No.3, Razorback & Stirling before 1900. Graves was nearly wiped out by fires in 1898

¢ fires which burnt through to Gippsland. He used the mountains for sumagng &

wintered stock at Mt Battery. He cut a track from No.3 into the King river valley. He had Red
t2ftfao .ST2NB mydy KS 6Syil 2 dA00ieé&dNRtteIK b A Y Y
summer. He taught the cattle to come to the sound of a cngckhip for salt!

Gravedook to the hills in summer. Tom McLough worked for him, as did the 4 Bullock
brothers, Jim, Harry, Jack & Bill. They camped in a hut at No.3 and had 100 acres at
Buttercup for mustering?

/I NPaoAS DNI@Sa o1& I R2YAYSSNAY3I LISNE2YT K
KFrR GKS o0A33SaG atAo0sS 2F fSIHaSK2fR flyR®
bush run was from No.3 to the King River; and he set up a nurhferees®®

- v
(p))

There were lots of fights in the bush when Graves were tfere.

Crosbie Graves died 1914/ svas connected with the Ned Kelly inquiry. He had red polls in
the bush. Before 1914 Ted Lamb built the Razorback hut for Graves; chock & log. And
another hut on No.3®

38 Appendix F, Interview with Jack and Irene Klingsporn, 1977

3 The same Bill Bullock that guided government botanist Ferdinand Mueller to Mt Buller in 1853.
40 Appendix F, Interview with Fred Ross, 1977

41 Appendix F, Interview with Jack and Irene Klingsporn, 1977

42 Appendix F, Interview with Jack McCormack, 1977

43 Appendix F, Interview with Jack McCormack, 1977

44 Appendix F, Interview with Frank and Aileen Lovick, 1977

45 Appendix F, Interview with Charlie Hearn, 1977



Graves had red polls. Cattle were mated on Mt Battery station & taken to the hills around
late December and were left there till the snow came. He may have had 1000 head out

there. In those days there were 5 or 6 men employed at Mt Battery, and 2enabbAt

mustering time, they got a few extra men who knew the hills. They lived out there on

damper, spuds and corned beef. Those involved were the Bullock brothers, Jim Dundas, Tom
McLough and the 3 Graves boys (Jack, Harvey, Lewis (Bob)). Lewessli@Gedwbelow the old

aldlGA2yT KFR o0flF O]l LRifao I S BARY QU NHzy OF i

Croshie Graves spent 15 years in the bush & first went out during a drought, according to a
rabbit inspector. He had a Red Poll stud. The first time he went out he went through Tolmie
and around Evans Creek & from there followed a spur up to Tomahavaisand spur to the

top of No.3 and Horse Shoe Bend. In 1902 he had 600 head in the bush. Bill Bullock

went out with him. Possibly that year or a few years later he had horses & cattle burnt out

there. Later he bought a paddock at Buttercup ¢alle, 2 dzy 3Q& o FGSNJ ! £ 6 SN

from there for years. Stock were put out from Mt Battery station.

After having first used the tops Graves put in the Zig Zag track from Buttercup to No.3, and
also put a hut and horse paddock at the top of the Zig Zag. The hut was built in about 1906.
Once Crosbie Graves got out there he realized its value and diy pfevork there. He cut
tracks through thick snow gum to clearer country, and put in a trough at a sfring.

Crosbie G died about 1918 & after that his estate ran stock in the hills for a few years. CG
was a nice bloke & liked children, but he had a bad temper & liked a drop of liquor. He
always carried whiskey with him.

| dZAK w23d3a& O6WAY w23aaQa FFHGKSNL Nry OFGiGtS Ay
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Though the King Delatite divide had been frequented by pastoralists since the §&#@ probably
muchearlier, itseems Crosbie Graves was one of the earliest on the Mansfield side to pursue a
serious and long term interest. One informant raised with me the possibility that Samuel Daniels,
holder of the Changue pastoral run in the 1830d 1868 had pioneered the grazing of this snow
country. That is certainly a possibility as his run covered the Merrijig locality and its northern
boundary was the Delatite Broken rivers watershed, which gives direct access to the snow country
at No.3 and the Rarback.

However, most earlgrazingactivity seems to have come from King River settlements, and
Mansfield grazierseem not to havédecome significantly involved till the late 189Crosbie Graves
initiatives and experiences clearly impressed his neighbours to the extent that the grazing history of

46 Appendix F, Interview with Roy Dundas, 1977
47 Appendix F, Interview with Fred Ross, 1977
48 Appendix F, Interview with Fred Ross, 1977
49 Appendix F, Interview with Fred Ross, 1977
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the Kingg Delatite divide thereafter was largely monopolized by Mansfield graziers, and in fact they
continue to turn out cattle into this area each summer.

In the early days the Mansfield district was a rough and tumble place. Not only did it host the Kelly

outbreak in the late 187§ which culminated in the bushranging exploits of Ned Kelly, but

throughout the 1888right through to the 1926and 80s there was a lawless undercurrent rooted

in the austere lives of many small farmers and farm labourers. Of course, grinding poverty was

common place throughout the Victorian countryside in this era as families were frequently very

large and farming allotents were often just too small to adequately support them. The owners of

GKS fFNBS LI ad2Nrft adlFidAz2ya FNRBdzyR al ya¥TASt R RAF
of the land selectors situated close to or within the mountains. Sometimes t#msé operators

were in direct competition with the station owners for bush grazing oppuaittes.

Crosbie Graves was one of the more affluent pastoralists, yet he strove to protect his bush runs from
trespass by neighbouring graziers. Hence the many fights that were reported to have broken out on

his run from time to time. He had stock hands regulgdjrolling boundaries; he even constructed a

fence to prevent livestock from the adjoining Mt Buller run straying out to Mt Stirling. And although

KS ¢Fa&d I NBR LRf{ftf SyiKdzZAAlFIadz KS RARYQlO gl yl 20K
breed aghat would have made it easier for cattle thieves to steal from him; and harder for his

stockmen to police the snow country bush run.






' FGSNI KAa RSIGKZ / NPaoAS DNIY@gSa azysz [SsAra o.
GAff MpHHD . dzi KS gl ayQid 1SSy 2y GKS fAFS adet
gAOUK WFOl aO[ S2RX | UYeaderRdiis dabalieOtieatrieht OficatiNand ¢ K 2
use of firearms.

Jack McLeod and Bob Graves were in partnership in the runs. They bought stock & put them
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the mountains after 1928; he lost pleffty

McLeod bought § 7 year old bullocks that had been bred in Queensland; that was 1925/6;

he carried a pistol & rifle. After that experience he bought cattle locally.

Jack McLeod was (with Bob Graves) out on King & Cobbler. He put 1400 head on Mt Cobbler
during a drought; most died as they were not suitable for the cold bush.

WAY g9 . Aff .dAt201 62NJ SR F2NJ aO[ S2R® ¢ KSNB

branding and rebranding of cattle. McLeod always carried a gun. In lgars there was a
freonafpowerl,J)2t S Ay 2yS 2F alO[ S2RQa LI RR201ao
came out to inspect. Jack Maddsaw them & got out his gun & made them walk with their
hands up to the house. McLeod may have had a mental corfdition

McLeod had the run from No.3 out to Mt Cobbler. He was a dealer & he ran anything. He
AYKSNAGSR KAa FIFHOGKSNRaA FENY G . FNBAGST o9
Fy ARSIFT KS 02dAK0G a42YS v dzSSy abadyidlostai 2 O1 =
large % of them; this was around 1926, the year of the fires. The runs were a sideline for
most graziers who had them.

Around 1928 Jack McLeod had the Cobbler run. He bought a mob of Queensland cattle to go
on Cobbler; probably bought the mob at Wodonga; went in to Cobbler over Scrubbers Spur to
the upper King River from Buttercup, going up the river. McLeod alwayedcamévolver

(just like the early squatters were always armed). All the way up the King River he would
aKz224 | odzt201 AT Al OoONR1S 2dzi 2F tAyST KS
some of the bullocks got bogged in the Cobbler swamp, ghbethem too. The stock were

only put up for the summer, & he probably collected clean skins along the way. McLeod was
1y2e6y G2 3SG YSIG o@é (AffAy3ad 20KSNI LIS2LI SQa
sold them at Mansfield. However, hestdeavily on this deal. McLeod always had a bottle

of whiskey with him & used to get into trouble when drunk; he had a dispute with someone
who threatened to kill him, & after that he always carried the pistol. McLeod did no good in
the bush because heas impatient. He used Cobbler mainly for dealers, and also wintered a
lot on the King River. After the 1926 fires he wintered more than 1000 head on the King
Rivers*

Mt Buller

Mt Buller rises majestically at the head of the Delatite River, only a short distance from the tiny
township of Merrijig. Pioneering identity Bill Bullashr guided the Government Botanist Ferdinand
Mueller from the King River valley across to Mt Buller in January / February 1853 so we know for a
fact that pastoralists had visited Buller by that time at the very latest.

50 Appendix F, Interview with Jack Lovick jnr, 1977

51 Appendix F, Interview with Charlie Hearn, 1977

52 Appendix F, Interview with Jack McCormack, 1977

53 Appendix F, Interview with Mrs Kelly nee Klingsporn, 1977
54 Appendix F, Interview with Jack and Irene Klingsporn, 1977

(et
> R

(@]



The closest of the early squatting runs was Loyola (estb. 1839), which was the home station of the
Hunter brothers who are known to have explored cross mountain routes to Gippsland in the 1840
(see chapter 1). The adjacent Delatite run was formed in 1844 and from 1853 till thel18/i0a

and Delatite were run together as a single grazing operation. In 1856 these stations were reported to
be carrying 24,000 sheepijn 1861 the number was 28,000. This was a big pastoral operation.

Mt Buller may have been of interest to nearby sheep graziers because of its close proximity and its
large bald top which gave long lines of sigimportant for successful shepherding. While | have
found no evidence in the tenure records or local oral history of any grazing om Befitee the

180s, it is unlikely that such a close and highly visible mountain top would have escaped the
attention of graziers for so long.

The earliest tenancy record | have is for 1/6/1897899, when 21,000 acres, being parts of
Wonnangatta count pastoral allotments G & H, welieensed to Henry Ricketson. Ricketson was a
largepastoraloperatar who hadan interest in the export of frozen meétHe was said to be one of

the largest station owners in Australia, withopertiesin Queensland, NSW and Victotlancluding
Delatite station, in the Mansfield distritand Buchan station in Gippsland. At one time he

partnered with celebrated pastoral identity James Tyson, buying mobs of cattle in Queensland and
droving them to Melbourné® He resided in Melbourne, but his home station was known to be
Cornalla Station near Deniliquin, in NSW Riverina disfrict.

Ricketson purchased Delatite in 1889 after hawhtpinedit on lease some years earligr Delatite

station reportedly carried 32,000 sheep and 500 cattle in 1892.that time the sheep were all

ONBR G 5StFGAGSE 6KSNBla GKS OFLGaGtS gSNB ali2NB3
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where he took stock for relief grazing in dry ye&¥ the 1897 drought he brought many thousands

of sheep to Victoria in specially chartered trains and turned them out onto Crown ¢aenddently

including Mt Bullerand possibly also Howitt plaithat he rented at very cheap rates. He lost

thousands of sheep in the ranges, but is said to also have saved thousands. Delatite was a central

point from which sheep were distributed, and after the drought the remaining flock was returned to

NSW.

55 Government Gazette 1856 p 742

56 Weekly Times, Sat 15 Jun 1895, Page 13, OUR ILLUSTRATIONS.

57 Leader, Sat 19 Jan 1901, Page 43, THE LATE MR. HENRY RICKETSON.

58 The Argus, Fri 20 Jan 1939, Page 3, MR. F. W. RICKETSON

5 The Australasian, Sat 12 Jan 1901, Page 9, A RIVERINA PIONEER.

50 The Macleay Chronicle, Thu 8 May 1902, Page 4, Estate of Henry Ricketson.

51 The Sydney Mail and New South Wales Advertiser, Sat 6 Jul 1889, Page 47, Deniliquin.

52 eader, Sat 26 Nov 1892, Page 6, DELATITE.

53 The Australasian, Sat 18 Jan 1941, Page 31, FAMOUS PASTORAL PROPERTIES: Delatite, Surrounded by
Mountains, is Famous for Sheep and Hereford Cattle
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In May 1886 Ricketson sent over 10,000 sheep to Delatite from Barratta station ifNSW.

This information suggests that Ricketson was periodically using Delatite station, and Mt Buller, for

drought relief grazing on a large scale from at least the mid 4880d it seems likely to me that the

notion of leasing Delatite originally appealed to him precisely because the station was already

known as a centre of expertise for mountain bush grazimgevious proprietors of Delatite had

probably also sentsheegt . dzf £t SNJ Ay RNE adzYYSNB FyR GKS adl Ga
skills and experience.

Ricketson died in 1900, and the new owner of Delatite station was Geoff Ritchie who 14 years later
bought into the famous Wonnangatta cattle station. But tleencefor the Mt Buller run did not

remain with Delatite station and was instead acquired in 1899 by a small local farming family headed
by German born Franz Klingsporn who used it every year until 1919 for both sheep and cattle.

64 The Riverine Herald, Sat 22 May 1886, Page 2, STOCK CROSSINGS



There is plenty of local oral history covering the bush grazing activities of the Klingsporns.

Jack Klingsporn snr was born at Woods Point; his father (Franz) came from Germany & after
farming at Woods Point selected at Merrijig. Jack Snr had the run from Mt Stirling to No.3.

Franz ran horses, sheep & cattle in the bgshh Buller & Buttercujg no-one else was

interested in the bush runs in those days. Franz cut a track onto Mt Buller and another on to

Mt Stirling. He ran sheep on the top of Buller in the early days. The sons minded the sheep.

The sheep were also turned out and not minded fiomYS (2 GAYS |4 GKSNB ¢
problem therf?

Franz Jutius Klingsporn had the run from Mt Buller to No.3. He came with his 2 eldest boys

to Merrijig in 1887 & built a wattle & daub hut (when JK snr was just 10 yo). They brought

cattle ahead of them & shoved them into the hills. When Jack Klingsporn b 1Bi&hkK b

1873, and Bob Kcame to Merrijig from Woods Point, they brought with them cows & pigs.

When they first came from Woods Point the kangaroos were that thick you could hit them

with sticks; the country was magnificent carrying clo&egrass & being very open; not much

scrub. Family originally arrived at Woods Point in 1860.

Jack snr & Frank were the first to put stock on Mt Buller. They put cattle up Buller Creek and

dzLJ G KS Y2dzyil Ay aARS&a Ay adzyYSN® ¢KSe& LINROI
By that time they were having a lot of cattle. Dad & Frank vhtket onto Buller from Buller

I NBS1 O6RARYQlO KIFI@S Ylyé K2NARS&0T (KSé ¢6Syd Si
on Mt Buller was a real picture to look at. Then they had to find a track for stock up to the

mount. They ended up going up Horskk&llater opened a track up Buller Creek; they

walked up with cattle & thought they would take a short cut, & found the other route. They

ran sheep & cattle on Mt Buller till 1919.

LY mMydH WFO] 2INB aidl NISR aKSLKSNRAY3I FT2N YQ:
about 16 yo he went with Frank K et al onto Mt Buller.

Sheep were finished on Mt Buller when the Forests Department came into it. Bob K had

sheep on the Long Spur on Buller till just before 1945. But sheep were never on the very top

of Buller; only cattle were there. The Mt Buller run went out to the gapdsn Buller &MVt

Stirling. GraveNHzy YSG Yt Ay 3aLR2Nya KSNBo DN} #Sa& Ldzi
getting on to his run & every winter the wires broke & had to be repdited.

At one time Klingsporns ran around 5000 sheep between Stirling andfBuller

Jack Ware worked for Klingsporns for years, on Mt Buller minding sheep. He started when he

was about 16 years old. He used to stay up on Mt Buller with sheep all summer and was paid

Mn AKAfEfAy3a LISNI 6SS o ¢ KA A lbely iould waRdézy R M C ¢
away & get split up & vulnerable to attack by dingoes. His duties were to keep the flock
023SGKSNE 3 1y26 6KSNBE (KS& gSNB® 9@Syddz ff @
sheep on the tops. When Jack Ware was shepherding fgspdims (uncles) the sheep

were all over Buller. Their cabin was near where the public toilets now are. Sheep were on

the top of the range right out to Stirling. His uncles also had cattle out around Mt Stirling.

85 Appendix F, Interview with Mrs Kelly (nee Klingsporn), 1977
66 Appendix F, Interview with Jack and Irena Klingsporn, 1977
57 Appendix F, Interview with Jack McCormack, 1977



JW helped them muster cattle in autumn; came down the Round Hill. Klingsporns took their
cattle into the Howqua valley for wint&r

Ly FRRAGAZ2Y G2 GKS ad . dzf t SNI Ndzy GKS YE-Ay3IaLRNYC
1935) and licensed the King River headwaters (<AI®13®). During the war years they were by far
the largest snow country graziers on the Mansfield side.BEtS A NJ F2 Nlidzy S 61 ay Qa G2

CKS YEAYIaLRNYyQa 6SNBE GKNRgy 2FF al . dAf £t SNI o6& (K
given over to Jack Lovick snr, who had just returned from war service in Europe. lItis hard to escape

GKS O2yOfdzaAzy GKI G (K Sblawntjoyeinintdshidétiaried racBINSE (G KS O A
discrimination. They were a German family which had not participated in the war effort; in contrast

Lovick was of Anglo descent asalv active servee The issue seems to have created tension in the

local community whéh remained evident when | was conducting interviews in the $@&g&e

transcripts of interviews at Appendix F. They also lost the licence for King River headwaters (Delatite
grazing block 13B) to Jack Bullock, another returned serviceman. However, as they were friendly

with Bullock they were able to share it with hiior four or five years, and after Bob Graves finished

with the Razorback run in 1922 they established a long term presence there, in the company of a

handful of other local graziers.

Jack Lovick snr held the Buller run till 1948, and for the next 10 years the run was used by his
nephew Jack Lovick jnr. GrazindvitBuller was cancelled by the Forests Department in 1958, and
after that Lovick was allocated the King Billy run.

The following map shows Pastoral Allotments created under the 1884 Land Act. Things to note are

the orange line, which is, in my opinidhe probable route taken by Ferdinand Mueller on his 1853
SELISRAGAZY G2 al .dzf t SNIT (KS &a2dziKSNYy LRNIA2Yy& 2
by H E Holme in 1896 then passed to Crosbie Graves in 1901; and the convergence of three pastoral
Fff2GYSyda 4G GKS adzYYAd 2F aid . dzf £t SNI 6t! Qa DI |

58 Appendix F, Interview with Jack Ware, 1977
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1884 Land Act Pastoral AIIotments in the Vlcmlty of Mt Buller

Jamieson River HeadwaterS he Bluff, Great Dividing Range & Mt Skene

The grazing history of the Jamieson River headwaters begins with the formation of the Howqua
squatting run in 1845. Howqua was originally described only as lying between the Howqua and
Goulburn rivers, leaving its southern and eastern boundaries unresqlsed Run Plan 1285, below.
However, in 1863 under the ownership of Charles Thomas, the run was subdivided into two, creating
Goulburn Downs to the west, and Howqua Hills to the east. Howqua Hills encompassed the land
between the south bank of the Howquriver and the north bank of the Jamieson River, running

right up to the Great Dividing Range. South of the Jamieson River was Wattle Staiidnywas
established in 1860.



Lands Department Run Plan 1285, ¢.1860 (SLV)

| 2gljdzt | Affa gFa RSOfINBR o6& 2yS 2F®Ye AYyF2N¥VI Y
Indeed, it was predominantly steep and heavily forested land, with the best grazing opportunities

being along the narrow river flats of the Howqua River, and also the more expansive snow country at

The Bluff. Wattle Station had a very similar geograpmake-up. Nobody held either run for very

long and often tenancies ended in financial helamtak. Charles Thomas himself was declared

insolvent in 1867:

NEW INSOLVENTS.

8 Appendix F, linterview with Fred Ross, 1977



Charles Thomas, now of Brighton, formerly of Howfilla Station, near Mansfield, settler.
Causes of insolven®epreciation in the value of station property and real property, and
from losses sustained by insolvent in consequence thdredilities, £19,222 18s. 8d; assets,
£5,541 deficiency, £13,681 18s. 84.

In 1888 Howqua Hills, now known as Seaforth Station, and comprising 42,000 acres which included

an 18,006acre s. 21 lease (Wonnangatta P.A. F), was acquired by William Hynam. The run then

carried 400 head of cattlé. Hynam fortuitously left some diary notes that described how the

station was usedIn September 1888 he was driving cattledtee tableland? 6 LINP 6 6f & (G KS

and hewas also taking delivery of 9000 sheep, & growing potatoes.bBidnuary 189dbptimism

had given way to despair and s trying to sell Seaforth 12 { Ay 3 T2 NJlhavehaddSa K & i | |
hard luck with stock, which is a worry & has made nizHE noted poblems with dingoes, wild

bullocks, & stock theft?® Hynam defaulted on his tenancy and was gone by 1894,

@yl YQa Y2NI3alF3a2NBR GKSy (221 2 B6tNhehyfrterétBdi 201 SR
yearslater all the cows had died arnte restof the herd wasn poor condition. 12@vere takento

auction.They concluded that theotintry wasonly suitalbe for cattle as there were too many wild

dogs for sheep. It ight carry 500600 yearlings & 2 yo cattlé Seaforth was finally ofbaded in

March 1903 to Edmund Naughton, a sheep grazier from Boorooban, just south of Hay in NSW.

Naughton used the low country for summer relief grazth@here is a suggestion in the oral history

that one summer Naughton put starving sheep onto the Bluff snow codhffilat must have been

early on in their tenuréprobably1902/03)as The Bluff was deoupled from Seaforth by 1906 and

FNRBY GKIFG GAYS GAtt mopmy o1& tAOSyaSR ola 22yyly
the livein managemat Wonnangatta station. Barclay had no cleared paddock country. He and his

business partner, Jack Bullock (one of the four sons of pioneer stockman Bill Bullock), wintered a few
hundred head of cattle each year along the Jamieson River, putting them ug betBluff in

summer. Having no lowland paddocks, they were elesatather than breeders, purchasing cattle in

spring and taking them straight to the Bluff snow country. At the autumn muster saleable stock were
taken to market and the rest were moved down to the Jamieson valley which at that time was an

open grassy fastscape.

Jack Bullock went to the European war in 1914 and on his return Barclay was dead, having been

murdered at Wonnangatta in 1918 by cattle thieving neighbours. Thereafter, till 1932 The Bluff was

licensed to W Frank Lovick, who had also acquired the Seafatibn low country, hence re

establishing much of the original Howqua Hills setup. Lovick wintered his cattle at the head of the

| 261jdzqr wWADPSNI 6KAOK KS NBIF NRSR "tLke Harkldy & Bullicks G | G A 2 y
and a lot of other small graziers on the Mansfield side at that time, Lovick was a dealer, not a

breeder. So the number of cattle he was holding at any particular time varied considerably according

to market prices and seasonal atitions. For example, if the market price for young store cattle was

low, and there was plenty of feed on the run, the number of stock put out in the mountain forests

might be unusually high as graziers bought large herds in the expectation of achieviru detter

" The Argus, Sat 6 Apr 1867, Page 5, NEW INSOLVENTS.

" Lands Department grazing license file 5/130 (Wangaratta)

72 Appendix F, Interview with Irene and Jack Klingsporn, 1977

73 Lands Department grazing license file 5/130 (Wangaratta)

" William Naughton,from NSW, licensed the Mt Typho run from 1877 till 1886, presumably for relief grazing
S Appendix F, Interview with Fred Ross, 1977

6 Appendix F, Interview with Jim Ware, 1977
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consistently very low for a number of years. In that case it might not be worth going to market; and
instead stock would simply be parked in the bush untilggienproved.

The Great Dividing Range from Mowitt to Mt Skene

The dividing range south of Mt Howitt is quite a long and narrow ridge with some prominent high
points, including Mt Magdala, King Billy, Mt Clear, Mt MacDonald, Mt Sunday and Mt Skene. The
ridge was adopted by the Lands Department as a boundary sepapastgral runs (prior to 1884),
and pastoral allotments (18841908 and beyond) hence the snow country at any point along the
ridge might be shared by two parties holding licenses for forest on either side of the divide.

The section from King Billy to Mt Clear was stocked by the various holders of Wonnangatta station as

well as small graziers on the Mansfield side who licensed part of Pastoral Allotment Wonnangatta R

from 1906 till the 1938that was the Ware and Klingsporn families. From Mt Clear to Mt Macdonald

GKS 21 NBQa yR YfAy3aLRNyQa akKlFNBR gAGK 3INITASNE
all alOR2yIFIfR (2 aid {1SyS ¢la aiz201] &Rahandfuldi KS | 2 a1
graziers from the Gippsland side.

The oral history gives some indication of how these areas were used.
King Billy to Mt MacDonald

Jim Ware started on the togsound 1918 and finished in 1934. You had to be young to

succeed out there. He mainly had his own stock, & also managed stock for his father. He

bought and bred. One year he had around 500 head, but usually it was less. He bought stock

at 18 months ¢ 2 years of age; they fared better if they were bred in the bush rather than

coming from good country. He bought in Benalla, & even Violet Town, in late spring & before

Xmas. He bought through agents who required a minimuatkspurchase of 100 head. Old

cattle did well in the bush; they fattened well, especially in a warmer year; in a cool summer

GKSe RARYQl R2 a2 ¢gStto .NBSRAY3 gl a y2a I a
winter for breeding: you get cold drshort of feed. He wintered his stock in the bush at the

head of the Jamieson river. It was open then.

¢tKS@ LI O1SR 2dzi GKS ANRBY T2NJ 2 NBQa Kdzi 2y ai
aAfS {LzNJ G2 .fdzFF {I RRtSE GKSY IINRdzy R Ay (2 i
wintered in the left hand branch of the Jamieson rier.

Jack Ware and others cut the track up 8 Mile to the Bluff. He and Jack Bullock put in a track

to Mt Clear up the ridge between the 2 branches of the Jamieson River & out on the main

ridge, & came back onto King Billy. They ran cattle back onto KindhBifjgrents had a hut

2y YAYy3 . Affeo ¢tKSe +faz2 KFR I OFYLI FG aid [/t
used oncé?

Mt MacDonald to Mt Skene

77 Appendix F, Interview with Jim Ware, 1977
8 Appendix F, Interview with Jim Ware, 1977
 Appendix F, Interview with Jack Ware jnr, 1977



Although much of this ridge line marked the noghstern boundary of the old Wattle pastoral run

GKSNE AayQli YdzOK S@PARSYOS (KIFd (KS LINRLINRARSG2NE d
east bank of Goulburn River which was also where the noaad market was situatedthe

goldmining settlements stretching from Jamieson through to Woods Point. There would seem to

have been little value in taking livestock to the remote snow country given the very large size of the

run (130,000 acres) and theh@r more convenient grazing opportunities. Nevertheless, Wattle was

assessed in 1871 as having a carrying capacity of 1,500%khdegh although small was not

inconsiderable (Howqua Hills had the same assessment), and in 1908 C.S Gleeson of dyamieson

renting part of Mt Skene for grazingthat is of interest becaustheDf SSa2y Qa 6SNB f A OSy
Wattle Station in the late 18 ®Hence there is a possibility that Mt Skene was used for summer

grazing by Gleesaifirom the 187@ until the early 1908. Mt Skene hosted sheep on at least one

occasion later in the 20century?! so it was somewhat suitable for sheep, being sufficiently open.
Unfortunately, my investigations into historical grazing tenancies for this area was not as thorough

as for other localities, and further research would be required to get a better pictardcplarly for

the 188G and 189G.

Nevertheless, there is good information suggesting the major early graziers of this stretch of dividing
NI yaS gSNBE (GKS 1 2a1Ay FlLYAfte K2 aSdiatSR G aradc
Jamieson River. Refer to the map below.

¢tKS aAlGOKSttQa / NBST FFENY airidsS Aa OdzNewettalza 0 SOl dz3
have been surveyed, and in fact has remained as Crown land. As far as | am aware the land selection
GSylryoOé NBO2NRa T2N aAlGOKStftQa IINB &Sid (2 0S8 f2C¢C
settlement are not entirely clear. However, there are clirethe oral history and later grazing

licencerecords.

Ore critical clue is the memory tha? (i KS 02 dzy R NB 6SG6SSy {SIFF2NIK ol
aAlOKStftQa NHzy oI &F2aMdintadindaéak @hieh siiskatShe g &b B\dividimgE

N}y3S 6SG6SSy GKS 1 2¢ldzZr FyR WHEHYASazy NAGSNE |0
refer to the map below. In the 188@&nd 1896t ®! WCQ ¢l a8 KSEfR & | {SOGA?Z2
of Seaforth Statiofi’¢ K2 dz3K L R2y Qi KIFI @S (KS R20dzySy il NB SgA
td! W{Q gla LINBolofe faz2 I {odum tSFasSed ¢KIG ¢2d

was notsurveyed & dzNI@Se gl a 2yfeé ySOSaal Nantagedftht KS f SaaSS¢
opportunity to select¢ontract topurchase) a homestead block of up to 320 / 640 acres. However,

y2i Ftf fS3a8SQa KFIR GKS AydSNBad 2N YSiya G2 Yl
homestead site was not sold and remains Crown land.

The other evidence is found licencerental notices published in the Government Gazettke rent

for annuallyrenewable grazinticenceswas published in the gazette each year, so the continuity of a
licencecan be tracked from year to year. However, the procedure for S.21 leases was different.
Notification of issue and termination of S.21 leases was (meant to be) published in the gazette, but
rents due and received were not. So once a S.21 lease was ismredmas no further entry in the

80 Victorian Government Gazette, 1871, p.593

81 Appendix F, Interview with George W Hoskin, 1977

82 Appendix F, Interview with Jack and Irene Klingsporn, 1977
83 Lands Department file (Alexandra) 5/130



gazette till the lease was cancelle@nd from my experience of tracking leases in the gazettes it

seems that notices of new leases and cancellations frequently, for whatever reason, did not appear
in the gazette. After cancellation of a lease an annuatigg tenancy could be issued in its place, in
which case annual listing of the areagemmences in the gazette. Cancellation of S.21 leases was
common between 1893 and 1901 when the last of the leases expired. So, the sudden publication of
a new grazingjcencerent notices for large areas between 1893 and 1901 frequently points to the

prior existence of S.21 leases. Two large grdmegces, totalling in excess of 40,000 acres, were

issued to the Hoskin family in 1900 and 1¢3see Appendix D. In my opinion that is strong evidence

of pre-existing S.21 leases. But of course, unless the lease files or related registers can be located we
O I tydy in whose name those leases were held.

CKS 2N}t KAaG2NR O2y il Aya YdzOK NBtSOFyd AyF2NNI({
FR2F OSy il (2 cxdebdolw.Bhtitidot clealBn3he time lines. For teaison,all that

Oty 06S &FAR gAGK OSNIFAyGe Aa GKIFIG GKS 12a1AyQa
LINPOolFofe KSEtR F {SOGA2Yy uwum t£SFrasS FT2NJtd! W{Q 0ST
early as 1885. It is likely that regular giray of the Great Dividing Range between Mt MacDonald

and Mt &ene started in the 189%and possibly quite late in that decade. That is because there

would have been a living to be made supplying the local mines with an array of animal and vegetable

foods well into the 189§ and it was only when mining activity largely came to an end that the

| 231AYyQa YR 20KSNJ ySINbe FINXV¥SNE 6SNB T2NDOS
YIAY a2d2NOS 2F AyO02YSd LGEQA R2dz i FdzZ enlbiruch G K
interest to large pastoralists from the surrounding region as the grazing capacity was simply too
small. However, we should remember that in addition to the small operators on the Jamieson side,
there was also a similar band of small operatarsessing the Divide from the Gippsland side. So

while the grazing capacity was limited there was quite a deal of activity in this snow country well into
the 196G and 197G.
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summer grazing*
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sisters were there, & they had men working for them. At one time there about 6 men

employed clearing land, & that was around 1912[48ems very lateh 211 RARYyQiU R2

YAYAY3IAT KS (1SLIW GKS WIHYASaz2y LINRPLISNIE gKSYy K
Hoskin sold it before the depression.

¢CKS 2NAIAYLFE (NI O1 (2 aAicidiesSon dvidle LadeNBeS | oSy d
government mining track was constructed along the Jamieson River & it became the main

access routé

/264 9 K2NBRSAa 6SNB (SLIG 4G aAlGdOKSttQaz g Ay |
summer a few hundred head were put up on Mt Skene and Sunday Spur. Stock that were

84 Appendix F, Interview with Jack Ware jnr, 1977
85 Appendix F, Interview with George W Hoskin, 1977



missed at muster would go down the sides into the Barkly River, and some went under Mt

Clear & Mt McDonald, but would come up to the tops again next summer. Each year they

would sell about 8@ 90 head. In summer they had contact with Arthur and Joe Runno

ran cattle onto Mt Skene from the Gippsland side; they hiad af cattle. Most of Hosk{a

KSNR ¢l & gAYGSNBR Ay GKS WIYASazy wA@SNI G 21
workersg inc Fred & Ralph Fry who were there nearly all year réamkdng after the cattle,

salting & fencing.

2 KSy GKS 1 2a1AyQa FlLYAfe Y2OSR 2dzi 2F aAiidOKSH
stock (rather than breeding) because otherwise the cattle would have become too wild. They
bought cheap stock, especially in droughts, at Benalla & Violet TowthisAtage Richard

Dale came in with George Hoskin as the buying expert. They bought stock at 18 months to 2

82> 9 &2fR G0 n @27 YAESR &aSES&az | SNBFT2NRAaAZ |
would buy 200 head at a time, & generally carriedtaniore cattle; at times they could have

up to 400 head together depending on cattle prices and the seasons. Cattle were still put

2y 2 GKS (2L Ay adzYYSNE 9 6AYUSNBR Ay (GKS f;
They always had 1214 head at Michells as the grass there was gdd.

Jim Barclay used to come across to Mitchells for social visits; he was friends with George.

CKIFIG ¢1ad 0STF2NBE KS YIyFr3aSR 22yyly3aridars gKSy
were wintered on the Jamieson River below the junction of the left &lrighiches.

P NDfreQa OFraatsS 2FGSy OFYS R2gy GKS € STO KI
wintered stock in the Barkly River, as we did. From Sunday Spur to the Barkly River there

were wild oats¥’

We used to burn in summer time, whenever we could; we would do a bit each year; and each

site probably burnt every 3 years. We would burn wherever it would burn, on tops, in gullies,
anywhere. We burnt the snow grass in the hills to keep it sweet.

Mustering took 2 or 3 weeks; we had yards at Sunday Spur, Mt Skene, and at Mitchells Creek.
Cutting out was done at Mitchells. At mustering time we would meet other graziers:

Grimmes from the Barkly; Carmichael, who was later bought out by Rumpffskd eweire

on the Bluff & had quite a lot of cattle; they wintered on the Howqua; bred Herefords mainly.

And Jim Ware used to go out to Mt Clear & winter in the Howqua. He brought cattle over

under Eagles Peaks into the Jamieson valley then up to Mt\Gdea spur in the right hand

branch®

We went out of cattle in 1953/6fterDS 2 NHS RASR® .Si6SSy mMoponQa
many in the hills. We stopped going out to Mt Skene in 1950, and after that we kept just 60

head at Mitchells. When Hoskins finished with the topsm®took the Mt Skene ru.

86 Appendix F, Interview with George W Hoskin, 1977
87 Appendix F, Interview with George W Hoskin, 1977
88 Appendix F, Interview with George W Hoskin, 1977
89 Appendix F, Interview with George W Hoskin, 1977



1884 Land Act, Land Classification Plan, Wonnangatta County (part), Pastoral Allotments, with the
earlier Howqua Hills and Wattle satting runs shown in blue.
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1.3/ Baw Baw Plateau

When Government Botanist Ferdinand Mueller visited Baw Baw in the summer of 1860/61 he did
not see any sign of cattle having been there. But the plateau was licémsieel name of Thomas
Hamiltonsoon after, in 1862. It was a huge run of over 200,000 ganeshichBaw Baw was only a
small part) and was combined witan evenarge lowland run called Mt Juliet, north of Nar Nar
Goon.

The only information | have crhomas Hamiltois that he was briefly the elicensee of Mt Bogong
a few years earlieHowever, hissingle fact is significant assiiggessto me thatHamiltonwas



possiblya livestock commission agent. In the 1860estock agents monopad the Bogong,
Cobungra & Dargo high plains, using these areas as summer resting points for large mobs of sheep or
cattle en route to Melbourne from southern Queensland and the NSW Riverina.

The Baw Baw tableland offered a simitanvenience for livestockourced from the Monaro district
of southeast NSWANd it had the advantage of being reasonatiyse to Melbourne. Large mobs
could commence their journey in late winter or spring, being drigkamg roadsand stock routes
when feed was plentiful, and spellédr some time during thsummer in the cooler and well
watered snow countryThe lowland Mt Juliet bushland probably hosted the travelling stock that
either arrived before the summegrazing season had begun, or wéeEng removed from the
tableland before the orset of winter.

Long distance stock movements had one thing in common: scategi&en thathe annual rent was
336 pounds for a carrying capacity of 3360 head of cattlevould expect the tableland in particular
to have been heavily usegperhaps carryingt timesupwards of3000 sheep / BO cattle

|l 26 SOSNE AG A& Ffaz2 LlaaArofsS GKFGZ NIYGKSNI GKFyYy d
plan was to monopolize the supply of sheep and cattle for slaughter on the newly established gold
diggingsat the head of the Thomson River.

Whatever the casdiamilton held the Baw Baw pastodadencefor only two yearsand strangely no
one else subsequently took it on. Schat happenedeyond 1862

According to local oral histotyregular grazing began shortly after the survey cairn was constructed
on Mt Baw Baw, in 187%. That sounds pretty rightout | found no tenure records to confirm this.

Neverthelessthere is every reasoto believe that the plateau waggularly grazedy the late

1860s. This is because in 1862 gold was found close by in significant quantities at Walhalla, the
Jordan valley and at Woods Point and these remote places hosted large populations till the late
1890s. There was a good living to be made supplying local butchers, and mountain gasturke
surely have been idemand.

Pastoraktationswere established at the foatf the Baw Baw plateaby the mid &late 1840 (River
Tyers, 1846; Red Grass Hills & Tangel Hills, 1848), and it is almost a certainty that stockmen from
these stationdhad reconnoitred the adjoining mountainsthe next few yearto assess grazing
potential. Ferdinand Mueller was eager to visit the plateau as early as the summer of 1864{&

can assume thatlenty of relevant geographical knowledge had already filtered through to the

{ dzZNIBSe 2N DSYSNItQa 2FFAOS®

% Government Gazette,Bpage of Supplement to issue # 145 of December 16, 1866, published December 18
%1 Appendix F, Interview with Norman Jans, 1977
92 The Ballarat Star (Vic. : 1865924), Fri 4 Nov 1870, Page 2, NEWS AND NOTES



WESTHURY

TRARALCON

Source: Owens Map of Victoria, Showihg Pastoral Stations; information updated to 1868

Tenure records point tRed Grass Hills Tangel Hillas a likelyocus of early interest in the plateau.
These two runs were held in common ownership from 1860 untihtihd:1870s, and immediately to
their north the divide between the Tanijil and Tyers rivieiadsdirectly to the plateau. This area
whichincluded that portion of the Baw Baw plateau draining to the Latrobe Rierrained
unlicensed until 1877 whethe Lands Department advertised for readt the land between those
two rivers north of RGH &H runs under the nam@reen Grass Hilld The successful tenderer was J
Mudie whoat the same timelso won the tender for the then vacant Red Grass Hillshis
suggests to me that the area that became Q@&ts informally considered part of RGH station from
at least the early 1868and particularly frorDecember 1866 when RGH, TH, and Tyers North &
South runs were combined under a single management (John Edward Bates, 11868, giving a
total assessed carrying capacity of 525 caitla. dzR AaSoQisition of both RGEnd GGH in 1877

93 Government Gazette 1877, page 700.
9 Government Gazette, 1871, page 593



seems to confirm and continue the relationshifiowever,only a few yearsater his successor
quicklydisconnectedhe two areas, being only interested in RGH jin 1881 GGH became a stand

alone run Thelicencethen passed to Charles Varney of Loy Yang remained in that name until

September 1887at which point it was discontinued favourof the Pastoral Allotment arrangement

introduced by the 1884 Land Aatarney had settled at Loy Yang in 38@n a 230 acre selectiti

he appears also to have had emerest in hnd at Willow Grové&® Previously he had spesbme

yearsonthe Dond® Q& ¢ NB&3a St f Qa / NB S%somhddR GraaSfaniiarityl & | LJl
with the Baw Baw landscapAt 41 years of age when he won the tender for GkHmoved from

the ranks of the struggling selector to join thightlymore prosperous small pastoralists.

The following three extracts from the 1884 LanddgSlfication plans show the thremastoral
allotments available for lease under Sectiont@at cover the Baw Baw snow countgvelyn 10,900
acres (not numbered), Buln Buln2.,800 acres, and Tar(ll 26,600 acre$

% Traralgon Record (Traralgon, Vic. : 188632), Fri 26 May 1899, Page 2, Iltems of News.

% Traralgon Record (Traralgon, Vic. : 188632), Tue 2 Aug 1898, Page 2, The Traralgon Record

97 Maffra Spectator, 27 April, 1899, page 3

981884 Land Act, Land Classification plans for Tanjil, Evelyn and Buln Buln counties (SLV and ANL). It is worth
mentioning at this point that the conjunction of three cadastral counties (land parcel regions) at Mt Baw Baw

raised the difficulty locating graxy tenure files. Besides the use of three different notations (Evelyn County

grazing block, Buln Buln County grazing block, or Tanijil County grazing block), for different grazing tenures in
essentially the same locality, Land Office Districts, which d&egihging over time, sometimes were, and
a2YSGAYSA 6SNB y2ix LINIfe RSTFAYSR o0& /2dzyde o62dzyRI N
the plateau and land to the west and south was gazetted as Reserved Forest and placed under the

managemenof the Forests Department, hence another administrative division.

'd GKS GAYS L ¢l a o0dAfRAY3I GKS GSylryoOe RIEGFEOFAS o6ft i
depending on which Land District and Land Division was the administrating office at the time the file was

closed.



The Baw Baw mountains as shown on 1B&84d Classification plan for Tanjil County.




Unlabelled Pastoral Allotment, Evelyn County

Pastoral Allotment F, Buln Buln County

Charles Varney retained at least part of the GGH run under the new tenure arrangements. He

obtained Tanjil county Pastoral Allotment B under annual grdimagcefrom September 1887

(meaning thaiho-one wanted to take it on lease)ntil April 1891, by which time he had beue a

very busy man, having become involvedrianicipalpolitics and serving two terms asauncillor,
andalsobecoming the licensee of the Traralgon hot&helicencefor PA B then passko his

brother William Varneynd was held in that name, off and dor a further 12 yearst KS W2 FF¥FQ LISN



coincides with the 18%economic depression, and in my view means that the tamtinued to be
used by the Varney

It is evident from the map below that PA B is much smaller than was GGHh, factionly included

the approacho the Baw Baw snow country. The tableland itself now fell largelgiwitangil PA C &

and Buln Buln PA But as havefailed tofind any tenancy records forafigri KS&S t ! Qax T2 NJ
period from 1887 till 1901, not files, lease register books, or gazéittedceentriess L R2y Qi Yy 2 ¢
K2 GKS GSylryida 6SNB® | 24 S o8 grazifiticenée®rafdheyt | Qa KI F
remained vacant, there would have been invitations to tender, notices oflitemnces approved,
andlicencerenewal noticesappearingin the Government Gazette. For any(Pl#aving none of

these it can be fairly safely assumed that they were subject to Sectimagéqbecause lease

rental activity was not subject to disclosure, and because it seems lease approvalsatver

consistently made public).



Source: Tanjil County Land Classification Plan, 1884 Land Act; Government Gazette 1877, page 700




(description of boundaries of Green Grass Hills grazing @megen Grass Hills (blue & green lines)
and subsequent Pastoral Allotments (gigneen shading & red boundaries

L GKAY]l AG Aa ftA1Ste& GKS +FNySeQa Kleklym$8B8UzNBER |
(before PA B was advertised for annlie¢énce and retained it in their name probabily till Charles

+ Ny SeQa adzR R%afd pasSiblyitiKJurde L902wwhemdidlliam Varney appears to have

finished with PA B and other nearby licensed Crown land he had re@testeason lbelieve this is

the evidence presenteth Chapter 2, which shows that most snow country graziers who held
pastorallicences immediately prior to implementation of the 1884 Land Act were abketurethe

best parts, if not the majority of their runs via the new tenure provisions. Also, there is some
circumstantial evidence.

In March 1888Nilliam Varneyeada group of tourists up to the plateaaccording to ararticle

penned by his daughtéf? Another trip was being planned in 189%.This is reminiscent of William

wk ROt ATFSQa (2dzNR &l Sy RS @thaoNRdifferéncesbéing thatzt T € 2 &2 Y
wltROEAFTTS gla y20 NBLFfted | 062yl FTAnRIRe RAdIfd A SNI 6 K €
aSSya GKIF G {KS afedoiNgr arirsiaccadds © $e plateaaccording to a

newspaper report of February 1898 settlersbashfireravagedMoondara had been planning to

Wi dzNYy GKSANI OF GGES 2dzi G2 FSSR 2y gKFdG Aa (y28y
Y 2 dzy G | A y*?bét iverd i€ by further firesn the plateau

Furthermore, he Varneg time line fits comfortablyith the tenancy informatiorand oral history |

collected relatingtiHaN® g / KIF NI Sa wl ¢ &2y > ThayJideriséd® NEOO acie t | NJ S
tablelandportion of TanjilPA Grom July1904to 1913and perhaps beyondiccording to the oral

history!®3they started taking cattle up to the plateau two years before obtainitigence which

ONAYy3I&a dza G2 GKS GxoYyd23%B 28t tYRI XyFRNWESdE SENDB |

predecessor but apparently when they firstwentup.td ¢ . 6 GKS wl gaz2yQa Syo2z2
OFrGifSd ¢KAA adAaA3ISaGa G2 YS GKFG 2AtfALFY Ik NySe
FFGSNI KAa ONRBUKSNIDA RSFIK® | 2 ¢ ughtgy MEplate&USINiBy o SNB Y
GKS wlkgaz2yQa GAYSY ¢ BoRmahytcdttd ghat repubgyNahGAlex SmitABNH I Yy 6
FSs WY2(St atthe hortivesOendof thelpat&au). Theaee confirmed in the tenancy

records.

BothAlex Smittand Ted Allen had grazing operatiaighe head of the Thomson River, north of
Baw BawAlex Smittacquired a300-acreland selection at The Springs the Great Dividing Range
abutting thetiny St Clair township® And in 1896he licensed the adjoining Tanijil county PA G,
18,800 acresat the headwaters of the Thomson Ri¥8rSmith was well remembered for running
5000 sheep in the forest, apparently without trouble from dingos. The negoldfields (Jedo,
Matlock &WoodsPoint) were asteadymarket for sheep ready for slaughter, though activity was

9 Maffra Spectator, 27 April, 1899, page 3, Traralgon

100 Traralgon Record (Traralgon, Vic. : 188632), Tue 13 Mar 1888, Page 2, A LADY'S TRIP TO MOUNT BAW
BAW.

101 The Narracan Shire Advocate (Vic. : 188923), Sat 26 Mar 1892, Page 2, WILLOWGROVE

102 Traralgon Record (Traralgon, Vic. : 188632), Tue 15 Feb 1898, Page 2, Items of News

103 Appendix F, Interviews with Harry Rawson jnr, Norman Jans, & Hector Stagg

104 ands Department Parish Plan S358(1), Central Plan Office. Allotments 1 &2, parish of St Clair.

105 Government Gazette, 1896/ page 3102



winding down through the 18%and early 1908 He held PA @ his name for six years endidgne

1902. CoincidentlyBuln Buln county PA F, expanded to0@Dacres was advertised for tender a

few months later®Howeveri KS DI 1 SGiSa R2y Qi aukt21®08¢fundilpy | y O& o6
enough Y { YA UG KQ& YV I-Ot®bef1908 Y ands D¢mnitriédt), abdtober 1908;

December 1912 (Forests DepartmgeBB,000 acrésSo Smith definitelypad the right to put

livestockright at the heart of the plateau even though the oral history only has his cattle west of the

plateau around Mt Greggory.

Ted Allen was one of the sons of Thomas Allen, the propragtorultiple busineses servicing the
gold miningsettlementsof the upper Goulburn River, who diversified into grazing runs in the late
1880 and achieved substantial scale in bush grazing by tHecgatury.

=< ,‘s.r, L Gz
F ) ;% : =
o (3 e {gprings Bt 3 T )
W\~ s, 3 C z N
IEs % &
Sy i, ; Y- :
AR E oz | N ® &
1 \& .
gl )
¥ B -~
.r"..l.. eevuag,, 7 :\
¥y % ¢ @
Ead o
£ ,,L , a3 5 N
V‘ 3 "955 ) < -
2% N
7}”“ N '1.«
-
/ N G‘
7 \ AP ) / .
SN L i S5/,
FROM DUGCAN, ig%:;"w Ve, "'i: § 2
Y n N 7 g
eom sour B9 STy g G
oF  good __-’—'V-T'Air’_\\ | \‘ “{“
g ey Y G
‘."' 2 M
N &
i ) ;) (&I’
A ’
{ L 2]
; N \\~ &5 : *
] 'y |
H \& vx\ / '> & os—7
. © X
/ ' X /
.- Y MT BAW BAW *%“f’ "- /A MRETIRYY ()
R Trig Station N‘i \ 72K N
: W feet { o/ i PR W
{ \ 506 ee { . 7hb Y S S v
{ L3 RLE S ghaag ) EXN 4AY
H NS N MuElLER » ////,, ek, »75“4
) 1} S kS -
: ' ¥ N - = ™ / /
i Iy ) M’* g Zo *gé;x 41807 PEAK
¢ ! \ e Ry -7k
{ ///,/' )}'/é'ﬂ‘ L
Ve \ A, S =]
s ! S i SRR
e N~ ™7 e RtV 2 oPan,
L > X Dang Trecs -v. -
' a Y € Follpy 1Y Stecd™
: > 9 8 ny
! 7 R
© 3

Exfract from Warburton to WalhallBourist Track Map, 1907 (SLV).

Small grazierbeganvisitingthe plateaufrom the southby the early 1906. Harry and Clarrie
wkgazy FTNRBY adguiddaibeicgthal irtINdédSMNErica in July@04 and were
reputed to have been going up with cattle some years ealffeAs already mentionedy the
wlhgazyQa GAYS GKSNBE gSNB gAfR OFLGGtS 2y GKS LI I (
INFTASNE 6SNB:X adza3aSadAiy3a GKSNB Yle& KIFI@S 6SSy
actively used.The Rawsaswere very small operatorAnd although they maintaindicence

payments till at least 1913, it seems their last year on Baw Baw wasWB@® is the date related

in interview by Norman Jans whose family began taking cattle to Baw(fBabably as sub

106 Government Gazette, 1902/3954
107 Interview with Norman Jans, Appendix F



tenants)'°® What is remembered of the Rawson brothers was that they had only a small herd,

maybe 6080 head, and gave the game away because their cattle became wild and unmanageable.
They had built a hut at Mustering Flat and in 1907 accepted a contract to maih&tourist track
crossing the Baw Baw plateau towards Walhalla. So they were quite invested in the plateau, but it
looks like their skills & circumstances were better suited to farming rather tush grazing, and
remained at Parkers Corner, at the foot of the plateau, for many decades growing potatoes and
dairying. In 1977 | had the pleasure of interviewing Harry Rawson junior for this project. He recalled
first going out to Baw Baw with his father when he wixsos eight years old. Similarly, Normaens

also went out to Baw Baw as a young child, in the care of his uncle Fred Jans.

Norman Jans had an intimate association with the Baw Baw plateau spanning seven decades. He
learned his trade under the watchful eye of uncle Fred. Fred in turn seems to have had a
professional arrangement with the Sparke family who were his relativesydio had obtained a
grazinglicencefrom the Forests Department in 1909. Until 1920 they had to share Baw Baw with the
entrepreneurial Allen brothers (whiinally gave up Baw Baw to concentrate on Wonnangatta

Station which they had acquired in 1919). But in the X388y had it to themselves and were able

to build up a considerable herd. Norman Jans recalled that the 1939 bushfires which swept the
plateau killed 600 head, leaving them with only 19 head that happened to be grazing on an unburnt
strip on Mt Erica. 6D+/- was the usual maximum number of cattle that grazed the plateau around
this time, including 150 cows and calves, a few bulls, and the rest being bullocks and speyed heifers.
However, in the late 19Zhey also had some success with sheep, a flock of about 3000 in total,
which they ran at the southern end of the plateau with the Freeman brothers. Sheep had the
potential for greater returns (wool and meat) but required close supervision, and had to be
shepherded during the day and yarded each night. It all went well until 1932 when losses to dingo
attacks ended the venture. They lost 70 sheep in one night, despite Norman having trapped 30
dingos in as many days. Norman attributed the rising dingo lpest to rotting carcases of cattle

killed during bushfires in 1932. However, the dingos maintained their presence thereafter and
sheep were never again taken to Baw Baw. It is worth noting that for many years, from the late
1890 a flock of around 5000 sheep was grazed on The Springs run by Alex Smith of Matlock. That
meant they were running in the bush along the Great Dividing Range during summer, and in the
forests at the headwaters of the Thompson River during winter.oSmény years dingos were not
anobstacle to sheep grazing in the mountains. There must have been some fundamental shift in the
ecologythat precipitated this changélhat may have been tharrival of the rabbit plague

Grazing ended at Baw Baw in 1975.

2/ The Central Core

108 |nterview with Norman Jans, Appendix F



Central Core
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Some published estimatésdicativeof numbers ofcattle musteredat the end of the summer
grazing season are referenced in the footnot&s.

iv) TheGreater Bogongigh Plains

¢KS . 232y3 1 A3IK tflFAya INB £A0G2NAFQa I NBSad aa
the most wellknown. There is excellent data on grazing history since the latest#t@ause from

that time grazing was tightly regulated by government agencies. However, the earlier grazing history

has not been well understood till now.

e MHan KSIFR 2F OF GGt S a2 tBRirnsdslediyvertiskriari Tambo/aBdDined 2 6 dzy 3
Chronicle, Thu 12 May 1898, Page 2

** 1000 head from Harrietville on dhps in feb 1930; 6000 from Omeo & 3000 from Kiewa valley to bhps; wet
adzYYSNE 1YyYSS KGippHandrhdesi Mon 24yFebKl 930, #age 3, GREAT PASTURE SEASON IN THE
ALPS

** May 1932 12,00015,000 head to be mustered off bhps, cob hps & dargo Fipe Burrowa News (NSW),

Fri 6 May 1932, Page 6, CALLING CATTLE HOME

** April 1937 12000 head to be mustered from bhps & 5000 from dhips Herald (Melbourne), Sat 3 Apr

1937, Page 10, High Plains Cattlemen Begin Arduous Muster

** March 1938, Treasures mustering 3000 heBue Herald (Melbourne), Mon 7 Mar 1938, Page 1, Cattlemen

On Remote Dargo Get Surprise Air Mall

** 4000 head total off dhpd'he Herald (Melbourne), Wed 23 Mar 1938, Page 16, STUD SHEEP FROM N.Z.

** or 12000 & 5000The Newcastle Sun (NSW), Tue 12 Apr 1938, Page 8, CATTLEMEN READY FOR BIG DRIVE IN
ALPS

** Jan 1939 60067000 head on dhps threatened by fifehe Herald (Melbourne), Mon 9 Jan 1939, Page 3,

MANY COUNTRY FIRES STILL RAGHEI®¢ 6000 headThe Herald (Melbourne), Tue 10 Jan 1939, Page 1,

MANY TOWNS IN PERIL FROM BUSH FIRES

** 16000 head on dhps & bhps 1945/4&ippsland Times, Thu 23 May 1946, Page 6, DARGO HIGH PLAINS
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The Bogong high plains are a broad and gently undulating tableland comprising grassy open plains
and wooded sufalpine rises. The tableland is separated from higher nearby alpine ridges and other
tracts of subalpine country by deepalleys When the government botanist, Ferdinand Mueller,
GAAAGSR GKS t20FfAd& Ay mypn KS NBFSNNBR- (2
SyO2YLJl aaAy3a YSIFyAy3a O2yiliAydsSa (2 06S t22aSft e a
mid-188634 KS [ FyYR& 5SLI NIYSyidQa W.232y3 | A3K tflAya
tableland, alpine ridges and the Cobungra High Plains. And between the d®dlA97&@ grazing of

much the same area was bundled together under the Bogong High Plains hame for supervision by

the Soil Conservation Authority. However, as we can see from the-seati®nal sketch the

tableland is topographically distinct from the adjoiningiak ridges and lower elevation high plains.

Those topographical differences had a strong bearing orctéimeluct ofgrazing activityl prefer the

GSNY WDNBIFGSNI . 232y 3 | A3K-bdufidrardymdreactusatelk donvéyss vy 2
the notionthat the area so designated comprises more than the Bogong High Plains tableland.

Ad
I.

The Bogong High Plains tableland is known to have been visited by European stockmen from the
Omeo side before March 1854, within three years of the Gray family establishing Cobungra Station.
But it is unlikely that the plateau itself was immediately gchfrem the Omeo side because the
eastern portions of thedjacentCobungra High Plaitablelandwasmuch more accessible: the

ascent to these plains from Cobungra Station is quite gentle and they have traditionally been the
backyard of lowland propertiest Cobungraln fact, being in the lee of Mount Hotham the Cobungra
HPsare relatively sheltered from wild weather, still walatered and due to their lower elevation

have a longer growing season. In all respéuoty were and remain splendid mountain grazing

country, far better than the much larger Bogong tablelamd was recognized years later by their
classification for Agriculture / Grazing under the 1884 Land Act.

So when George Gray jnr sdlvided the original Cobungra run in 1859, keeping the neght
portion now known as Bingomunjie for himself, and passing the western portion (which retained the

YIEYS [ 20dzyINI 0 (2 K AidlavaohR MefigBNJ | 9/FRS H NFRGIK STU (RRFS NIS A

sonsin-law, James Parslow, it is no surprise that at the same time Meighan and George Gray jnr also
officially licensed the Cobungra high plains as the 'Darbalaryfufihey had probably been using it
for some years givethe close proximity to Cobungrthe gentle approackand superior quality.(i Q a

110 V.P.Ps 1869, Paper No. C19. Gray continued to hold the eastern part of the subdivided Cobungra run,
named Bingo Munjie until 1861. See also Appendix D.
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tenancy by the wealthy squatter cum businessman William Degravasketch plan in the Lands
Departmentarchivé$?a K2 ga (GKS NAR3IS 06SisSSy (WBewrudodzy ANT |
applied for by William Degraves Bsq & 2 G KA & | LILIX A OF (A 2 ylicetxet& I NI & LINB
Meighan & Gray. In true squatting tradition Degraves would have stocked Darbalary as a first step to
formally submitting higicenceapplication, probably in 1858 if not before, thus setting up an

interesting situation where the area was being used by twetgedie-licensed parties. Although

Meighan and Gray ultimately won thieence that may not have been the end of Degraves at

5 NbFEfFNEBD 2AffAFY 5S8SaANI FS& RARYQUH KIF@GS Fyeé LI ai
Il A3K tfFAYya AY mypy O00GKS 2yfeé& Nizy Ay KAa yIYS I
but in the nid-1860Gstitles to three significant low country runs near Omeo passed into his name:
Hinnomunjie, Bindi, and Tongiomunjie. This portfolio had been put together by N.E Victorian

squatter Matthew Hervey in 1859 (meaning theences were issued in his name in that year,

though preparations were underway well before thabiven that it took some time for the property

GNF YAFSNI F2NXYIFEAGASAE (G2 0S FRYAYAAGSNBRI GKS GAY
| SNIPSeQa LJzNOKFasS 2F GKS hYS2 RAAGNARAOG Nizya O2Ay
the two everts are linked; meaning that there was probably a business relationship between

Hervey and Degraves, and that the Darbalary run was intended to be used in carjumith the

three other pastoral propertiedt looks very much like Degraves had a financial stake in venture,

and that the aim of his application for Darbalary was to secure related summer grazing options.

When Hervey became insolvent in 1865Degraves then took possession of the assets.

111 http://adb.anu.edu.au/biography/degravewilliam-3388
112 pastoral Run Plan 561A, VPRS 8168
113 The Herald, Mon 24 Jul 1865, Page 3, NEW INSOLVENT.
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The Bogong tableland as viewed from Machinery Spur, near Mt Hotham, 6. 30.

The earliest grazing of the actual Bogong high plains tableland is a little more difficult to date,

though the licensing data gives some parameters which facilitate an informed speculation. Part of

the westernsideof the tableland fell within the boundaries of the Tawonga run which was

Sadlroft AaKSR Ay wmynm G GKS KSIR 2F GKS YASGIF WAL
the Crown description, the legdkfinition ofi KS NHzy Q& 02 dzy RIF NASaX Llzof A aK

Run 82Tawanga

Bounded on the north by the Little riyeommencing at a creek bounding Roberts and

t Ay a2 ypaderagdnd running along the said river to its souroa the east by a

NI} y3S 0 2 dzy Riatyodthevs@uth ByNie Seatef e main range between the

[AGGES FTYR h@Sya NAGSNET FyR 2y (K8 gSaid oe |

It was commorplace for squatting runs to be defined with particular reference to river channels and
watersheds. That made it easy for graziers to identify boundaries in the field. But it posed difficulties
for the Lands Department when official mappingté landscape was inaccurate or next to ron
existent¢ more on this a little later.

| think it unlikely that the earliedicencees of Tawonga were aware of the Bogong tableland. The

heart of Tawonga Station was the flood plain adjoining the south bank of the Kiewa;Ratemvell-

watered, lightly timbered and highly fertilel y R G Kl 6 Qa ¢KSNBE adldAazy | OGA
However, sooner or later stockmen made it their business to venture into the steep, mountainous

114 New South Wales Government Gazette, Sat 26 Aug 1848 [Issue No.92 (SUPPLEMENT)], Page 1099



headwaters of the Kiewa River to its source on the tableland. Then they would have immediately
grasped the huge commercial opportunity the high plains presented, although they may not have
had the capability to exploit that opportunity for some time.

In 1841 Tawonga (or Towanga) station was estimated to encompass 20,000 acres (31.25 square

miles), with a carrying capacity of 640 head of cattle. Lands Department Run Plan 1381A, dated

1863 and based on much earlier information shows it as rather irigigni, and the 1862 review of

runs® confirms the acreage, raises the estimated carrying capacity to 1800 cattle and records an

actual stocking level of 777 head in 1861. The 1862 Stock Assessment records 219 horses and 460

cattle. This gives us an idea of the scale of operations of Tav&tagan, and suggests that the run

gra 2yte ai201SR (2 KIFI{F 2F Ada OFLI OAGeEd {232 2
great need to use the Bogong High Plains, except perhaps in times of acute drought. Of course there

may have been operainal advantages in taking cattle to the high plains at this time or eayfier

example if the quality of the high plains pastures was superior to the lowland pastures, and cattle

OFYS 2FF Ay Idzidzyy Ay YdzOK 0 SihéBwWan@2ayidgiveénA 2y (K| y
GKS dFrotStFyRAQ @I &l S EwhtefivdgSpportinBieeHo redit3hed ouQdS NI + A y ¢
other pastoral enterprises for summer agistment. | am in no doubt that such opportunities were the

reason Charles Ibbotson, of the Dalgety Stock & Station agency, acquinémktimfor Tawonga in

1854, meaning that the full composition of the run and its commercial potential was at the very least
understood, if not actually exploited, by the previous owner (John Routh, 488%84).

Grazing of the tableland from the Omeo side began sometime later via the Bundaramunijie run.
Bundaramunjie comprised a very substantial ridge which merges into the southern end of the high

plains and gave direct and easy access. It has been suggestdioeti@atays, from Cobungra station,
ledtheway!®®l 2 9 SHSNE L R2y Qi GKAYy]l GKFIG A& SyGdANBte a1
fact, Bundaramunjie was a new run established on the application of Frederick John Cobb Wildash in

1857. Thdicencewas dated from March of that year but being the creator of the run, actual

stocking by Wildash probably commenced earlier, inl#te springor early summenf 1856. At the

same time Wildash also formed the Buenba run, north of Benambra, which was licensed for the

same period.

C W/ 2AfRIFIraKQa o2 G§SYylyOASa INB Odz2NA2dza 2y |y
the fact that there were two of them in the one distriemndthe absence of any other pastoral runs
in his name in Victoria at that time (or before or after)

F J C Wildash was born in Britain in February £82&nd came to the Australian colonies some time
during the late 1848 In 1850 he is recorded as entering horses at the Ovens Rivet'faoabin

August 1857, before his two tenancies expired, he was applying for a paid position as pound keeper
at Wangaratta where he was apparently livingThere is not much evidence here of serious

pastoral credentials, although later, in 1865, did purchaseCanning Downsheep stationnear
Warwick,southernQueenslandand built quite a reputation as an astute wool grower and a

15 victorian Government Gazette, 1862 "MBecember

W2 Ky w DNBY @At fSsE a/206dzyaANI {GFGA23e Ay 22XA0S8S 2F GK
117The Queenslander, Sat 6 May 1882, Page 565, Death of Mr. Wildash.

118The Melbourne Daily News, Tue 26 Mar 1850, Page 2, OVENS RIVER RACES.

119 Ovens and Murray Advertiser, Fri 28 Aug 1857, Page 2, THE APPOINTMENT OF POUNDKEEPER



notorious gamer of land selection rules, acquiring control of large areas via secret arrangements
with third parties!?°

However, his brother, Charles Cobb Wildash, was a bona fide squatter who resided at Burrowe, in
the NSW Riverina district, northwest of Goulbur,and between 1846849 held thdicencefor
Thowgla Station in North East VictottdC C Wildash was also appointed a magistrate at Arkstone
Forest, NSW, in 1857

Riverina graziers commonly sent livestock to the NSW Snowy Mountains for drought relief grazing

from the 183@, and for the same reason periodically sent sheep and cattle further afield to the

Victorian snow countrybetween the 1868and 193@. Given what is known about the two Wildash

brothers, it is plausible to suggest that they took large numbers of drought affected sheep from the
WAGSNAYF RAAGNROG (2 GKS . dzyRFNI Ydzy2aiAS FyR . dzSyad
not out of the question that they relied heavily in this endeavour on the Gray / Meighan fgmily

fellow residents of Wangaratta and pioneer graziers of the Cobungra locality.

Thelicencefor Bundaramunijie passed to Edward Gray (son of George senior, brother of George jnr,

& sorrin-law of John Meighan) after Wildash had finished with it. For the four years théicdmece

gra NBIAAZGSNBR Ay 9RgIFINRQAa YyIYS KS YFAYyUlFrAYSR |
looks to me that the real value of the run continued to be its suitability for hosting livie$tom

outside the regionSummer agistment on the tableland was taken to a whole new level when

. dzy RFNY Ydzy2AS gl a az2tR 2y (2 (G(KS ¢g22f ONB{SNAR W
Darbalary from Meighan & Gray around the same time and held both runs for eight years, finally

bowing out in 1870. Thoughhve found no stocking data, a large livestock company holding two

prime tracts of high plains country suggests a substantial influx of sheep each summer throughout

the 1860

The following map shows the tenancy picture between the-t880 and late 1878. The western

third of the tableland was unddicence(Tawonga & Bundaramunijie) but the remainder was

untenanted until the Lands Department created the very sizable Bogong High Plain grazing run and

sold it at auction in August 1866. It seems strange that such a large area of prime summer grazing

land wouldstand unlicensed for such a long time, but nevertheless that seems to have been the

case. However, it is unlikely that it was unuggtiere would certainly have been a regular spiler

of livestock from Tawonga & Bundaramunijie, and it is also possibtdhere were also unsuccessful

new run applications (where land was stocked and then the grazier applied for the creation of a new
Ndzy v & ¢la GKS OFrasS gAGK 5S3INI@SaQ dzaasS 2F (KS
by a forensic examinatioof Lands Department correspondence records for the period.

120The Queenslander, Sat 6 May 1882, Page 565, Death of Mr. Wildash

121The Sydney Morning Herald, Wed 8 Jul 1846, Page 3, Family Notices

122The Melbourne Argus, Fri 28 Jul 1848, Page 1, PORT PHILLIP GOVERNMENT GAZETTE
123The Sydney Morning Herald, Sat 14 Nov 1857, Page 4



Bogong tableland pastoral runs, 1836 187Gs. Source: Run Plans 381 & 265A
1/ Tawonga; 2/ Bundaramunijie; 3/ Bogong High Plain run; 4/ Carvilton.

Pink hatch: overlap between Tawonga & Bogong High Plain runs

Yellow shading: rough location of Bogong tableland

Black line the fictional Bogong barrier range.

The Bogong High Plain pastoral run, as created by the Lands Department, was a whopping 92,000
acres in size and virtually all ofissnow country*?* That meant it could never be a staatbne
squatting run because it contained little or no low land suitable for winter grazswits utility was
restricted to very large existing pastoral enterprises that needed supplementary summer pasture.
The ridnt to license the run was put to auction in August 1866 and the successful bidder was Pierce

124 GG 1866, p 1508



Jones Williams, a man with one small and quite disastrous previous experience in sgidadtint,

no other runs in his name at the time. He obviously had no capacity to use the run himself, yet paid

' LINBYAdzY F2NJ G§KS N 3K EL00 ger addiin. (it is GokdcBivablé thaQ a | (i (0 K &
Williams acted alone anticipating dry conditions and gambling on the chance -béttinlg to a bona

fide pastoralist. However, at the same auction he also purchased rights to the Dargo HighiriPlain

and Glencairn station (a sheep run towards the head of the Macalister River) both of which

subsequently passed to John Ettershank, a livestock commission agent who did considerable work

for the notorious squatter Hugh Glassee chapter 2. This coincidenand the veryarge amounts

2F Y2ySeé Ay@2t SR> adz33asSad GKIaG 2AfEAFYAa KFER &S
lasted only a 12 month¥®and it seems that for the remainder of the 18Dt | 34 Qa4 ay2g¢ 02 dz
activities were confined to the neday Dargo High Plains.

The right to graze the Bogong High Plain run was again put to auction in April 1871, this time for a
period of 10 years till December 1880 and for only half the annual rent that had been sought in
1866127 Surprisingly the run seems not to have attracted sufficient interest, and the tenancy
remained open for a further four years.

The history of the Bogong High Plain pastoral run is certainly curious. Its late formation, and its

gl OFyoe FT2NJy &SI N& || Fslicensd, siiggsst alabkonterestihdt 2y 2 F 2 A €
O2yGNY aGSR AG&a Sy2N)2dza OF LI OAGE G2 Kz2ad tAGSalz
unless perhaps there was something seriously wrong withi¢ghancy

The physical description published with the auction notificaiboontains one clue pointing to a
defect. Read the description hereunder in conjunction with Run Plan 265A, and the physical
description of Tawonga run (above).

Name of Run: Bogong High Plain

Estimated area: 92,000 acres

Amount of annual rent£100

District of: Beechworth

Period of occupation: till 31 December, 1870

Commencing at a point on the Bundarah River one mile and a half beyond its junction with the Big
River, and bounded on the south by the Bundara River westward to source, thence by a line west to
the eastern watershed of the Ovens Riwgrthe west by that watershed northward to Mount Nelson
[Mt Bogong] on the north by the watershed of Snowy Creek and the Big Riveresmstthard to a

point three miles west of Mt Wills; and on the east by the western boundary of Mount Wills Run, being
a line parallel to tle Big River at a distance of one mile and a half westward thereof southward to the
commencing point?°

A key piece of missing geographical information is the existence of the east branch of the Kiewa
River which contributed to the mistaken belief that there was an unbroken dividing range
connecting Mt Feathertop and Mt Bogong (shown as Mt. Nelson on th).pkas the eastern

boundary of Tawonga run was described as the source of the Kiewa River, creation of the Bogong

125 Victorian Parliamentary Papers, XXXXXXXXXXXXX
126 Register of Runs, Book 2: Pierce Jones Williams.
127 Government Gazette 1871 p 377

128Victorian Government Gazette, 1866, page 1508
129 | bid



High Plain run produced an overlapping of boundaries. Run Plan 381, datet?a8vdws this to

be the case. Note that Mt Fainter and its adjacent high plains fall well within the southern boundary
of Tawonga. So, the licensees of Tawonga run had every right to put cattle onto this part of the
Bogong High Plains and certainly begad so sometime between December 1841, when the run

was created, and 1883 when we have documented evidence of Tawonga cattle and horses being on
the high plains.

A review of pastoral runs and rents published in 18%lists the size of Tawonga as 96,000 acres and
its carrying capacity as 450 head of catjle nearly 5 fold increase in size and a 4 fold decrease in
carrying capacity! Now, carrying capacity was estimated in order to determine the annual rent, the
formula being:Rent = carrying capacity x 4 shillings.

As an estimate carrying capacity is a contestable figure, and clearly there had been a change in
methodology which favoured the squatters / station owners. How could the size of Tawonga Station
more than quadruple in the space of nine years? Answer: gebgral knowledge improved and as

a result it became apparent that the size of Tawonga Station was much bigger than first thought. It
is a fact that runs were defined by the written word, a physical description, rather than lines on a
map. The Lands Degianent drafting clerks were given written descriptions of the runs and it was
their job to plot boundaries on a map and then calculate the areas. If their base plans contained
accurate information about the existence and location of water courses and mouranges, then

the boundaries they plotted and areas they calculated would be reasonably accurate; otherwise
probablynot. So, it is readily seen that the original description of Tawonga run was combined with a
guite inaccurate understanding of the ldscape

130

Blvictorian Government Gazette, 1871, page 591 and onwards



92 ﬂﬂﬁ ////w
ao/vu,{/ﬁﬂ“ e
ef'umv A

The Twins
0., e
..... .,‘.';.ﬁa-:‘\‘"_'
¥ M" “\lu\/ﬂ\' . el ~
b lh l”" B i 2 ", ru~ mwxuf -\__,, /
-3 1 'ﬁ"‘
CHERS T U R e
Y ot AL o
ree N 3 ;
behers Hill | T N
60. 000 . Viores Sy
b AR )
> 53 5%
M | Tuﬁ.u s x‘. W
Sara P mf" ) ;l
e fe ;; i il

MU e lni

_.....v-..-.-_.\ 5—«-?
Run Plan 265A (pan1866

The earliest hard evidence of regular licensed grazing of the Bogong High Plain run dates te the mid
1870$%2and brings together themes of low level local use and less frequent heavy stockings by more
distant pastoralists. In 1875 the owners of Ensay station, a large sheep and cattle property south of
Omeo, acquired théicenceto the Bogong High Plain run as it was described in 1866 and 1871 (ie the
whole of thetablelandless Bundaramunijie), with the intention of using it as drought relief insurance
and for speculative livestock trading (buying cheaply in spring, moving the animals to the high plains
for summer, and then selling at a higher price in autumn). The foltpy@ar the Carvillton run was
created by the Lands Department, based on new geographical information about the existence of
the east branch of the Kiewa Rivérhis run included Mt Bogong and the northern watershed of the
Kiewa River, thus encompassing a significant proportion of the high plains. We know the licensees
of Carvillton put stock on the Bogong High Plains in the summer of 1877/78 because Eneay Stat
lodged a complaint about i® The problem of overlapping boundaries was partly resolved when

the Lands Department upheld the rights of Ensay, and Carvillton was duly truncated to less than half

AlGa 2NRAIAYIE aAT S 14 T2NJ GKS 20SNImLJ 6AGK ¢ g2

132 Lands Department file 323/119. Licensed by K. McKenzie of Ensay Station in 1875.
133 Lands Department grazing license file Omeo 323/119



Run Plan 381 (part) 1876, showing the southern boundaries of Tawonga Station once the west and east branches of the
Kiewa River were plotted correctly.

Correspondence from 1883 in the Ensay station archives, used to compile Table 2.2, indicates that

low level use by local graziers (including Tawonga Station) amounted to about 800 head from the

Ovens & Kiewa valleys. Thanay have beea similar volume taken up from the Omeo side. The

reason | say this is that the person reporting the numbers taken up from the west side was Osborne
Young, the holder of Bundaramunjie run which merged into the southern end of the Bogong High

Plains and wb, being convenietty on location, was managing the plains on behalf of Ensay station.

What did he get out of this appointment? Almost certainly free grazing on the plains for his own

livestock, angperhaps: f &2 GKS NRARIAKG G2 GF1S Ay 20KSNJ LIS2LI) S




As the following 1878 newspaper report suggests, by this time there was already quite a level of
organization and coperation amongst graziers which was to characterize grazing of the Bogong
High Plains for the next century.

¢tKS a02Y0AYySR aowens Riveebsoyghthnkheir catie lagedék Fom the
Bogong plains for the winter, being in splendid condition; oveh@@@ all sorts and sizes
T not a bad mustefor the "Cocky'son the river. The besf it all, any and everybody's
cow or bullock being depastured on the plains &esy nominal cost, and no better feed,
perhaps, to be found in any other part of thelony?3

So, in summary, there was probably low level grazing from the Kiewa, Ovens and Omeo sides from
the mid to late 1856, punctuated by periodic influxes of much larger numbers of stock in dry years

or other times when big pastoral enterprises wenethe scene

Mt St .Bernard; Mt Hothamca & CS I i KS NI 2 LJ, ahd assbétated iidges2 3 2 y 3

The Cobungra high plains are really a long ridge that leads directly to Mt Hotham, so it is likely that

the first grazing oMt Hotham was from the Cobungra side, probably in the late $880wever, in

the beginning it would have been rather incidental since Hotham is quite exposed and the Cobungra

high plains provide a much more sheltered and productive grazing environmiavertheless,

GKSNBE OFYS I G4AYS 6KSyYy (GKS o0lFfR Y2dzyldlAy (2L ¢
livestock.

N

D2dz RQa { il GA2Yy &ladd wasdpetaed by Roke®t Boulkl yntil #87@ The

station was located in the upper reaches of the Ovens River, on its east side, and included river flats

and the long ridge leading up to Mt Feathertop (now known as the northwest spur). After Gould

abandaed the run it lay vacant until the grazing rights were purchased at auction in April 1872 by

former gold miner Peter Howmai® His relative, William Howman, a butcher at Harrietville,

successfully tendered for the newly created Mt St Bernard East run in March 1876 which abutted

D2dz RQa NHzy | yR ¢2dzZ R KI @S LINBOA2dzate o0SSy aANIT S
run. Ordinarily a butcher would have had no need to rent rough mountain tops; aweddred

fattening paddock not too far from his slaughtering shed is all the grazing land that would be
required. So it seems reasonable to assume William took the Mt St iBleEaast run on behalf of

Peter. All this suggests that grazing of Mt Feathertop and the Razorback ridge that leads to Mt
Hotham was underway by the mid 18¥@f not the mid 1868 ¢ for if Howman was grazing the tops
GKSNB A& LINRolofe y2 NBlFazy gKeé KAA& LINBRSOSa
OFLGidtS Ay@2t @SR g 2dZ R KI @S naseSedan@isgipacy vflonlyf |
about 100 head.
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134 Ovens & Murray Advertiser, 18/4/1878, page 3
135 As a suldivision of the Little Portland run
136 victorian Government Gazettes 1872 page 340; Register of Runs, Book 1
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acres; north boundary: Snowy Creek; west boundary: Ovens River; east boundary: the Ovens / Kiewa divide. Mt
Feathertop(unmarked) isn the south east corner of the ru(SLV)

Local oral history has it that the first cattle to graze on Mt Bogong were taken up in 1882 by George
Maddison who had worked for many years as a stockman on Tawonga Sfatida.cut the track

up the Staircase Spur to provide access and for many years took up small numbers of cattle. 1882
was undoubtedly the first time Maddison took cattle up to Mt Bogong, but it would be surprising if
the first grazing of the mount was sddagiven that it is visible and easily accessible from the Kiewa
Valley where pastoral stations had been established since the early.184@act Mt Bogong was a

key part of the Carvillton grazing run which, as previously mentioned, was first offered for tender in
18768 and taken orlicenceby John Gray and Thomas Crouch until 1'888vith their plans to

graze the Bogong High Plains thwarted and their run truncated Gray & Crouch had no option but to
put their cattle onto Mt Bogong in 1878. Some years later they were joined by Peter Howman.
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interests to the Kiewa valley, away from the hustle of mining life. In 1881 he won the tender for
4,500 acres of largely rough hill country west of Mountain €rekich was now all that remained of

137 Interview with Jack Maddison, 1977

138Victorian Government Gazette, 1876 page 1499; Lands Department file Omeo 323/119
139 Lands Department Rent Roll book (Agricultural Leases), Beechworth District 1875



the old Mullindolingong ruri*® Mullindolingong was situated immediately west of Carvillton and

north of Tawonga statiog see Lands Department Run Plan 381. Howman shifted his residence to
az2dzy Gl Ay / NB8S{ AY wmMyyoX LI aaiy3da 2y D2dzZ RQa NMzy
Mt Feathertop for the next 100 years. In what is rather illuminating documentary evidence Howman

applied to the licensees of the Bogong High Plain run to for permission to put cattle on the on the

high plains in 1883%* and he probably had earlier experience on the high plains with the combined

Ovens Valley graziers, and a reasonable expectation that this privilege migtdridied But his

new neighbours at Tawonga station had other ideas, arahgly objected; anghermissiorwas

denied We can only speculate about the reasons, but clearly the managers of Tawonga station did

y2i 6St02YS 126YlFyQa FNNRAGIE Ay GKS YASgl =+ ffSa
t SGSNI 1 26YlyQa Y2@S G2 azdzylilAy [/ NBS|T t221SR aSi
grazing country. But he was lucky to have chosen a run at the foot of Mt Bogong. The oral history
suggests that Howman was grazing cattle on Mt Bogong fronedhly 188@ and if this is correct he

Ydzald KIF @S aGNHzO1 | RSIFf gAGK GKS fA0OSyasSsSa 2F% /|
to quit Mullindolingong, and he did go on to become the largest ever grazier on Mt Bogong by the

early 1908. The tenure records show that in 1886 Howman secured a Section 21 grazing lease over

most of the Mt Bogong locality, and when the lease expired he licensed 10,000 acres on the eastern

fall of Mt Bogong from 1/1/1897+?He also rented 14,000 acres of lowland bush at Trappers Creek

(a tributary of the Mitta Mitta River) from 1/1/1893which was much more productive winter

country than the Mullindolingong forest. He moved his residence from Mountain Creek to the Mitta

Mitta valley after the arrival of the rabbit plagu#.

There is also evidence that supports some of the Maddison story. George Maddison is recorded as
obtaining the 5,900 acre remnant of Carvillton run in 188and we can surmise that he also had a
working arrangement with Gray & Crouch for the previous five years and subsequently worked co
operatively as the minor partner with Howman.

Carvillton itself was preceded by another run called Highlands (or Bogong) which was licensed for a
brief period from % January 1859 by Thomas Hamilton and John R M&umder thislicence

Hamilton & Horn had the opportunity to graze stock on Mt Bogong during the summer of 1858/59.
Though there is no other evidence of Mt Bogong being grazed at this early date, assuming a cheque
for the specified rent o£20 was presented with the tender application (ie that Hamilton and Horn
would have wasted their money had they not proceeded to use the run) | think it is likely Mt Bogong
was grazed during early 1859, and probably by quite a larger herd or mob. The teasathis is

that neither Hamilton nor Horn had runs nearby so any movement of stock to Mt Bogong must have
involved significant numbers to make it worth the time, effort and moHeéyperhaps they

140Victorian Government Gazette, 1881 page 908, and 1882 page 76
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142 _ands Department Rent Roll book (Agricultural Leases), Beechworth District 1875; Victorian Government
Gazette 1897 page 187.

143 Lands Department Rent Roll book (Agricultural Leases), Beechworth District 1875; Victorian Government
Gazette 1893, pages 931 & 1791

144 Interview with Wally Ryder, 1977

145 Victorian Government Gazette, 1888, page 3895, and 1887 page 49

146 Victorian Government Gazette 1859 page 547

147 The squatting records, in particular Billis & Kenyon (1932), mention two pastoralists named Thomas
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purchased cheap stock and parked them on the mount for the summer before moving on to the final
destination, whereever that may have been. However, for strangers to the locality to conduct a
successful operation in such rough and difficult terrain wdnadde required substantial assistance

from local stockmerm implying that at this time there was already a good working knowledge of the
mountain.

The Highlands run was quite ephemeral. Records show that it was not listed for renewal the

following year**®and in the Lands Department register book recording the details of each run there

A& Fy dzy RFGSR LISYyOAft SR y2il (A% WevstbBdiesslitdrawsQ I R2 | C
attention to the possibility that snow country grazing runs were used at a much earlier date than

indicated in local oral history by large, distayrazing operationor short term,summer reliefor

speculative livestock ventures. In this regard it is worth noting that Thomas Hamilton also rented

the newly created Mt Baw Baw rum(South Gippsland district) shortly after (186this time for at

least three years>® The rent was assessed in 186 Z3a86 per annum, which was a huge amount

suggestie of very large herds or flockeing involved.
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Lands DepartmeriRun Plan 1381A (part) 1863, shng location of the nghlandsuR(SLV)

148 Victorian Government Gazette 1860 page 52

149 Register of Runs, Book 1 (Department of Crown Lands & Survey)

150 Register of Runs, Book 1 (Department of Crown Lands & Survey); Victorian Government Gazette!'1862, 18
December, and 1864, page 1254



Greater Bogong High Plains
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1000 head from Harrietville on dhps in feb 1930; 6000 from Omeo & 3000 from Kiewa valley to
OKLIAT 6SG adzYYSNE ySS KAIK INraa 2y KLIQA

May 1932 12,00015,000 head to be mustered off bhps, cob hps & dargd®ps

April 1937 12000 head to be mustered from bhps & 5000 from Hfps

March 1938, Treasures mustering 3000 h&gdt000 head total off dhg&®, or 12000 & 50086’
Jan 1939 60067000 head on dhps threatened by fit& or 5000¢ 6000 head™

16000 head on dhps & bhps 194546

v) The Snowy Range and Dargo High Plains

The Dargo high plaingnost of the Snowy Rangeall the land betweenvere originally bundled into
the gigantic Eaglevale squatting run, ti@ncefor which was issued to Angus McMillan in 183%
870,000 acres it is the moshusual squatting venturve come across in my studiesspfow

country grazinglt was by far the biggesgrazingrun in the colony, and McMillawas grantedt for

an annual rent of onlg15 - suggesting that he represented the carrying capacity to be a mere 2500

151 Bairnsdale Advertiser and Tambo and Omeo Chronicle, Thu 12 May 1898, Page 2

152 Gippsland Times, Mon 24 Feb 1930, Page 3, GREAT PASTURE SEASON IN THE ALPS

153 The Burrowa News (NSW), Fri 6 May 1932, Page 6, CALLING CATTLE HOME

154The Herald (Melbourne), Sat 3 Apr 1937, Page 10, High Plains Cattlemen Begin Arduous Muster
155The Herald (Melbourne), Mon 7 Mar 1938, Page 1, Cattlemen On Remote Dargo Get Surprise Air Mail
156 The Herald (Melbourne), Wed 23 Mar 1938, Page 16, STUD SHEEP FROM N.Z.

157 The Newcastle Sun (NSW), Tue 12 Apr 1938, Page 8, CATTLEMEN READY FOR BIG DRIVE IN ALPS
158 The Herald (Melbourne), Mon 9 Jan 1939, Page 3, MANY COUNTRY FIRES STILL RAGING

159The Herald (Melbourne), Tue 10 Jan 1939, Page 1, MANY TOWNS IN PERIL FROM BUSH FIRES

160 Gippsland Times, Thu 23 May 1946, Page 6, DARGO HIGH PLAINS



sheep!®*However,n 1862 thed 2 @ S NJ/ ¢eleyalireviaw of runs and rents estimated a carrying

capacity of 6525 head of catt{er approximately 40,000 sheef¥ & accordingly struck an annual

rent of £652 whicha Oa A f f I yQa ONXHanr whd Nl threciosed éh hig loangdaiid

taken possession of his assets in 18&id for the nexfouryears { K2 NI f @ | FGSNJ aOaAf f
the Lands Department broke the run into four more conventionally sized runs. James Butchart

retained the new and now much smaller Eaglevale (which | henceforth refer to as Eaglevale 2), and

the other three were put to auctiom August 1866°

It is possible that Eaglevale was originally a paper asseight to graze land that was not actually
exercised but was held as a speculative investment. A lot of its potential future value rested with its
anticipated high resale value in the event thhe general locality became heavily populated, for
example in the event of a gold rush to the area. McMillan would certainly have had evidence that
the upper Mitchell River was auriferous as he had a squatting run on the Dargo River (Cuagmungie)
and isknown to have spent much time exploring the arézeter Gardner hageatly summarized
McMillan's key role in promoting, establishing and suppor#ng/Howitt's government funded
prospecting expeditioto the upper Mitchell Rivermostly during McMillan'shortparliamentary
tenure®* It seems that virtually all Howittsme was spent on the original Eaglevale.

Had the government prospecting expedition been approved some years earlier McMillan would
surely have made a windfall gain by selling the grazing rights at a premium, or actually stocking the
run to supply butchers on the newly discovered adjacent golddieso, McMillan's enthusiasm for

the expeditionwould appear to have beedriven significantly by expectatisiof personal gain, and

by today's standards his involvemenightbe consideregretty corrupt. But perhaps in those

times the values and standards were differedtfortunately for McMillan his pastoral empire
collapsed before the alpine goldfields were rushed.

2 KSYy YIFeS g . dziOKI NI (G221 LkaaSaairzy 93t SPLrfS ¢
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least the most valuabland accessiblpart of the run, the Dargo high plains, is likely to have been

available for summer relief grazing, no doubt arranged through the agency of K & B. Then, during the
subsequent tenure of Kaye & Butchart, when the annual rent was increased 40 fold, it sigéigs h
improbable that Kag & Butchart (although very wealthy, & holding 18 squatting runs in 1862 under

their name in Victoria alone), would have continued to pay such a huge rent wighdesstseeking

some immediate ofetting return. With all their contacts and opportunities as stock and station

agents they would easily have foufidf A $ager @risummer grazing. So, if this line of reasoning is

correct we would expect there to have been quite large mobs of sheep and cattle on the Dargo high
plains between 1862 and 1865.

161 According to the 1847 Squatting Regulations annual rent comprised a flat £46 ger run plu£2 per

1000 sheep of carrying capacity

162 /ictorian Government Gazette, 1862, Decembeéf, 18orth Gippsland district

163 My recollection of the relevant Lands Department file, viewed once about 45 years ago, was that it
contained only one paper: an application written in 1856 to license 16,000 acres. The reasons this file was so
memorable were its disappointing lack of contethe unusually small area applied for, and the huge area that
was finally granted the next year. Subsequently | realized that when the notice of license was first gazetted the
area of the run was not disclosed, and during the time Eaglevale was licenstdMillan its annual rent was

only a nominal amount based on a tiny assumed carrying capacity. In 1862, less than 12 months after the
license passed to Kaye & Butchart the rent was increased by a factor @& 3ery strange. Looks very much

as if McMillan had friends in high places.

164 peter GardnerQur Founding Murdering Forefather




Eaglevale was broken into four smaller runs in 1866, and for the next three years it seems that the
Dargo High Plain component was held by agents of the giant pastoralist Hugh Glass. This has been
discussed at some length in chapter 2. Again very largesmabbheep.

We have clear evidence of sheep again being grazed on the Dargo High Plains in the summer of

1869/70 thanks to a court case reported in the Gippsland Times newspipEne case concerned

the excessively slow droving of sheep up the Macalister River valley, through the Glenmaggie and
Glenfalloch runs emoute to Glencairn station. Law provided that sheep in transit be driven at least 6

miles per day and the plaintiffdlaged that the pace was only 3 miles per day and consequently the

sheep weramproperlyeating free from their properties. Our interest in this case arises from the

facts that: the defendant was Henry Sweetappldcarsee of the Dargo High Plaim; the
RSAGAYIlIGA2y adGridAizy gla KSEtR Ay (GKS yIYS 2F W2Ky
year passed into the name of William F Gibb, di@ensee of the high plains; and the flock had come

from the Dargo High Plains and was origind#gtined for Melbourne before becoming lame.

Mr Harper, the occupier of tH&lenmaggiefun, proved that he received notice from
defendant of his intention to drive his shadpough the Glenmaggie run Blencairn

station. The sheep did hvavel more than three miles a day. Defendatated that he

had broughtthe she@ from the Dargo High Plairsnd was driving them to Melbourne, but

in consequence of the wet weather the sheep became scalded in the feet, and he, therefore,
determined to take them to GlencairWhen he arrived with the sheep Gtenmaggie run

Frank [the owner of Glenmaggie station] tdlitn hewould stop the sheep as theyere

unfit to travel, and were apparently sufferifiggm foot-rot. Witness drovéhe sheep each

day as far as he cddi but owing to their being so lame he could not drive them six miles a
day. He was anxious to get them to Glencairn station as soon as possible, so as to save the
expensef men's wages in driving theheep; and had no intention to let them remain on
complainant's run longer thawas necessarif®

We can safely assume that the number of sheep diverted to Glencairn wasdai@pecause the

case would never have been taken to court if the mob was snaalt) was likelpnly a fraction of

the total put on theDargohigh plains towards the end of 186Bhe origin of the sheep is unclear,

but as Gippslandsinot prime sheep countryn all likelihoodnostcamefrom northern Victoria or

the NSWRiverinaregion Evidently the drovers employed to take the sheep to Melbourne were

based at Glencairstationand were paid at a higher ratghen on the road (the rationale behind the
RSFSYyRIyiQa OftFrAY GKIFIG KS gl a ™Magbhig@apivst&iroE20o | f 2
of Glencairn in the management of the Dargo high plain summer grazing run during the tenancies of

John Ettershank and his various associates (August8862).

While Glencairn is difficult tget to, beingsituatedin the mountainous headwaters of the Macalister

River at the very foot of the snow country, in 1866 it wasy conveniently connected to the Dargo

High Plains by a newly constructed trdickkingthe Woods Point, Crooked River & Omeo goldfields.
Thisgovernment funded roadknown as McMillans track, was completed in 1864, and passed

through the centre of the Glencairn, giving the proprietors of the run unbelievable access to the

mountain gold mining aatres as wellastod S & dzY Y S NJ LI & (. dEBlargedd dishaktS 51 t C

165 Gippsland Times, 18/6/1870, page 3
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pastoral operatiorseeking to exploit the considerable summer grazing potential of the Dargo high
plains, Glencairn station was a very clever strategic adjunct. It provided aotead centre of

expertise and local knowledge, a staalbne grazing operation that could vighlse the high plains
each summer irrespective of the number of additional sheep sourced from the elsewhere, and a
destination for livestock coming off the high plains in autumn that, for whatever reason, were not
ready for marketSo ths is how I think things worked. Each December, after the winter snow had
melted and the snow country soils had dried out, up to 10,000 sheep were dispatched from

Dt SyOF ANY G2 GKS 5 TheyneE joigedl by usudiaa ldrgeryidmber dfhecp ©
sourced from northern Victoria and /or the NSW Riverina. The following March, before wet weather
set in,the sheep were removed from the summer pastures, with those ready for market being sent
directly to Melbourne via north Gippsland, and the rem&ndJ SA GKSNJ 2 Df Sy OF A NY ¢
track or to destinations in northern Victoria or NSW.

Diverting to Glencairn flocks already on the road to market was no doubt a rare event.

Whetherl SYNE { ¢6SSil LA S Qa ftHa&B oFdzyONy3I SYOSNI 2F | dAa
transaction directed by stock agents Ettershank, Eagleton & co., or perhaps, lesghikely,
Sweél I LILf SQ& 9 DAO6O AYRSLISYRSyGf @ *Routove okndpd Ay & LIS (
that this was one of the last times large mobs of sheep were grazed on the Dargo High Plains.

Thereafter the licensees were local pastoralists who were predominantly cattlemen.

Thankgo the efforts of the aforementioned livestock agemiomoting the Dargo High Plains to
their clients the plains had acquired a somewhat mythical reputation, as is illustrated by the
following newspaper report of 1879:

The Dargo High Plains azelebrated as a magnificent summer country. They are situated
at an altitude of4000 feet above th&evel of the sea. Iwinter stock are driven to the lower
country, but theyare returned tathe tablelandas quickly as possible. Storiabnost
incredible did not they come froep many varied sourcesre related of theamazing
fattening qualities of the herbage on these plateaMx.Jones ishe principal run holder,

and though hesendshis cattle away in winter, resides lais station althe year round 68

When the original ovesized Eaglevale run was subdivided by the Lands Department in 1866, the

Dargo High Plains were also divided into two parts. The western half was bundled with adjacent high
ridgesanddeepvalldy G2 F2NY GKS mcnZnnn | ONB . SSOKSNRa 1 A
included in the misnamed 121,000 acre Dargo High Plain run together with the eastern fall of the

alpine ridge running south from Mt St Bernard to Mt Freeze Out and beyond, arsibtiteern and

western falls of the adjacent Great Dividing Range. The boundary between the two was the north

south track linking Harrietville and Dargo, known as the Dargo High Plains track. The Dargo High
tfFAY LI &0G2NIFf NYzy YABKBNKEPSHEOSSYSOEAASNAYI Y¥ORC
entire catchment of the upper Dargo River, which itself only contained half of the Dargo High Plains

¢ K2dzZAK S R2 1y2¢ GKI G 2y SserdfiomWaddurne io ®&do koltdkdttee 6 N2 (1 K S
thousand sheep to Glencairn for Ettershank anél Coy 2 N8B i K | Y ¢ GippsladdSimbEE23/9/1912 ¢

and there is verification that a Mr Sweetapple had a camp on the Dargo High Plains in the summer of 1869/70

¢ Gippsland Times 24/5/1870. Also, that Sweetapple Brothers & Gibb had possession ohttegrGlen in

1869¢ Gippsland Times 20/2/1872

168 Ovens & Murray Advertiser, 22/2/1879, page 8



tableland. It was the sheltered and walhtered tableland rather than the highwind-swept ridges
that was the attractive and highly sougatter summer grazing land.

The departure of big stock and station agents created new opportunities for local graziers on the

Dargo high plains. Constantine Shiras Holme, an apparently successful gold miner at Crooked River

who purchased the Eaglevale 2 run from the estate of Jarateh&rt in 1869 also took out the

f A0Sy OS F2NJ ySINbe .SSOKSNRa 1 Aff +d GKS &aryYS (A
stocking this part of the Dargo High Plains with sheep. Although over 10,000 sheep were reported to

have passed though Crooked River iOS Y6 SNJ my ¢ ¢ 2 y*°(Goia&ding withthel 2 51 t Q4
O02YYSyOSYSyid RGOS 27F | 2lbfthésabelorigad@IHFIDES lin theeary 2 dzo i (i K
187Cs stock agent John Ettershank was still shuttling sheep between the Dargo High Plains and
Glencairrstation, and would have accounted for many of the 10,000. Holme, in contrast, was a small
mountain grazier just starting out, and | think it would have taken him quite some time to build up

ddzOK | &aAlloftS Ft201 !'a Al KleihdishespSdrture BriveryS RA RY €
f2y3dy . SSOKSNna 1Attt ¢gla LIaaSR 2y G2 Dt SyYlF3I3ais
Harper had some familiaiieé ¢ A G K 9 (0 ( S NA K F35(t ©dily taok bird dné suryirdier NB dzi A ¥
aSlazy (2 02y OftdzRS GKIFG Al o6FayQid F2NI KAYI | yR 3

aNJ |1 2f YSQa akKSSLI adldaAaz2zy 2y 51 tQay ¢19 . ! {1 w!
It is not unlikely that the Gippsland Police may come across this colonial Jack Shepherd some

fine morning, if they keep a smart look out. Our Crooked River correspondent, under date the

7th instant, writes: "There is a report here that Power, the bustegngas on the Dargo

Il A3K tflFAya 2yte fFrad 6SS1z FYyR KFdG KS &f SLJ
sheep station. The description given of the mavho was not known to my informant

tallies exactly with the published description of Power, anfdusas | can learn, there can be

but little doubt of his identity. He is reported to be well mounted and amtdd weapons

being a doubléarrelled gun and a brace of revolvers. On leaving the hut in the morning he

asked the shepherd Holloway if kmew him, and being answered in the negative, replied,

'It's just as well you don't.' He then enquired the way to a neighbouring quartz mining

locality, and immediately rode off'*

The departure in early 1872 of Jokttershank & his croniesignalled the end of regular sheep

grazing on the Dargo High Plains. Theéncetransferred to brothers Alfred and Walter Edwin

wW2ySa Ay TLINAE 2F (GKFG @SN ¢KS w2ySaQa aLISOAL f
Walter resided at Dargo, where he had agricultural land selections; he was also a magistrate who
regularlysat on the bench at local law courts. Alfred resided in a rough bush hut on the high plains

all year round. Apparently he was also, from time to time, a carpenter and lay preacher. We know
fAGOHES 2F GKS w2y SaQa 3NI ltheyadle BdySoNddatimarReywere 6 S& A RS 3
highly regardet®and they sent the herd away forwintere dza i ¢ KSNB (KSe 6Syid ¢S
Neither do we know the scale of their operations.

169The Age, Tue 16 Nov 1869, Page 3, THE FUNERAL OF THE LATE MR JAMES BUTCHART. The Argus, Mon 6
Dec 1869, Page 1, SUMMARY FOR EUROPE

170 Gippsland Times, Tue 11 Jan 1870, Page 3, CROOKED &ti¢[ERlated &' January, no doubt referring to

some weeks prior.

171 Gippsland Times, Sat 18 Jun 1870, Page 3, MAFFRA POLICE COURT.

172 Gippsland Times, Sat 9 Apr 1870, Page 3, THE BUSHRANGER POWER.

173 Gippsland Times, Mon 19 Apr 1880, Page 2, COMMERCIAL
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local squatter. He rented the Cuigmundi station, near Dargo, in 1866 after the death of Angus

McMillan. The carrying capacity 6uigmundin 1871 was assessed by the government for rent

purposes as 300 head of catfi¢,indicating a modest sized grazing operation but nevertheless one

that did have the capacity to send cattle away for summer grazing. His decade as a snow country

ANFTASNI FLIISENBR (G2 KIFIGS 06SSy FNHAGFAA X o6dzi y2i K

Prior to moving to Dargo, Mackintosiad breddraught horses, north of Melbourn€?and he

returned to this passion by the mid 188@hen he purchased the Bushy Park estate near present

day Stratford:’® From then till the late 189%he specialized in breeding racing thoroughbrétiand

quality remounts for the British Army in Indi&He then had no time or need for the snow country,

but likely left an enduring mark in the bush near Mt Wellington: a small herd of brumbies which

existed there till the late 1920INRP 6 6 f &8 NBOSAGSR F+y SIFENIeé O2ydiNAROd
at Mt Wellington in the mid 187"

. SSOKSNDna | Aff KFR 0SSy tA0SyaSR T2N GKS &AE Y2y
time storekeeper at Bright who also briefly held tihmencefor the Buffalo East squatting run at

about the same time. He returned to license the Dargo High Plain run in 1882 with partners

Wellington Hannibal Morgan, a successful gold miner of-ktagding from the Buckland Vallés},

and Thomas Breen, a publican and grazier at Harrietville. All three were active members of the

Bright ShirdHorsg Racing Clul3®!

The snow country activities of these three gentlemen, though brief, illustrate the scale of operation
that was potentially possible for local investors with mining and trading backgrounds who were
expanding their business portfoBdnto grazing.

Buffalo East was actually quite a poor quality pastoral run, with a chequered history. It was first let
by tender in 1860, the successful applicant being another Ovens Valley store keeper, Hugh Nixon.
The run was predominantly rough mountain country, imnagely south of the Buffalo plateau, and

the only part with any real grazing value was the narrow flood plain on the eastern bank of the
Buffalo River. Buffalo East carried 200 head of cattle in August#86; carrying capacity was
assessed as 300 head in 188t when combined with the adjacent Abbey Yard station the total

herd was more impressive, and when the combine passed into the hands of William McLean and W

174 Government Gazette, 1871, page 593

175The Kyneton Observer, Thu 14 Mar 1867, Page 2, SALE OF THE PRINCE CHARLIE DRAUGHT HORSE STUD
176 Gippsland Times, Fri 29 Apr 1887, Page 3, HBREEDING AT BUSHY PARK

7The Australasian, Sat 21 Feb 1891, Page 13, THE AUTUMN YEARLING SALES

178 Gippsland Times, Fri 8 Aug 1884, Page 3

MWe¢KS GKAY1AYy3d KSNB Aa GKIFIG alOlAyd2aK RARYyQG ySSR (g
was more than sufficient. So it seems he had another use for the Mt Wellington area. The area west of Mt
Wellington, including the upper Moroka Rivand Mt Kent, is known to have been ideal for horses in later

years (see interviews at Appendix F), and it is my guess that Mackintosh was one of the earliest graziers to

realize this, and that he kept a small active interest in horse breeding priorcididg to specialize in horses

rather than cattle.

180 Ovens and Murray Advertiser, Sat 21 Apr 1888, Page 8

181 Ovens and Murray Advertiser, Tue 10 Oct 1882, Page 1

182The Herald (Melbourne), Tue 21 Jul 1868, Page 3, LAW COURTS



H Morgan in 1881 it was said to carry 900 he&¥When McLean died in 1884 and his partnership
with Morgan was dissolvea combined total ofit least 1000 head were sold at two auctidfs.

The 63,000 acrawin run was a breeding station in 1881, with a herd comprising 300 bullocks &
steers, 400 cows and heifers, 200 calves, and 10 héts&ke following map shows its boundaries
and proximity to neighbouring runs in 1879; the blue line represents the Buffalo River. The satellite
photo illustrates where the main grazing was concentrated: along the river, and particularly at the
northeast cormer of Abbey Yard which is now cleared land.

The ability of this grazing operation to send livestock to the snow country was significant. Once the

Dargo High Plain run was secured in 1882, most of the Abbey Yard standing herd (perhaps excluding

key breeding stock and cattle intended to be sold dutimggsummer season) could theoretically

have been relocated for the summer, enabling the Buffalo River flats to be spelled and hence

increase their winter carrying capacity. Additional livestock could also be purchased in spring and

sent directly to the lgh plains for the summer, and then either sold as stores at autumn sales or

sent to the Buffalo River for winter. This may well have been the master plan, but there was barely
Sy2dzaK GAYS RdzZNAy3a aO[ SIyQa 26y SNAKWhetdragiy A YLI SYS
seasons before his death in August 1884. Abbey Yard was then sold. Morgan & Breen, the remaining
partners in the Dargo High Plains venture, continued withhilgdn plaindicencefor another two

years and in April 1885 were reported to be taking 150 head of cattle directly from the Dargo high

plains to auction yards in the Ovens valttAnd in the same summer of 1884/85 starving sheep

were reported to be headed forthatrupA Y RA OF G Ay 3 GKIFG a2NHIFY 3 . NBSy:
dealing & agistment.

McLean and Morgan (dec. 1888) were primarily investors who directed the activities of the
partnership from their home bases. Breen had a detailed working knowledge of the snow country
grazing environment and was the obvious mainstay of the high plains lmofithe W H Morgan &

Co venture. Aside from being licensee of the Star Hotel at Harrietville, he apparently had some
veterinary skills, and had licensed the adjacent Mt St. Bernard West snow country run from March
1876 until the partnership secured theafyo High Plain run (1882).

183 Ovens and Murray Advertiser, Thu 3 Mar 1881, Page 2; Ovens and Murray Advertiser, Sat 26 Feb 1881,
Page 8

184 Ovens and Murray Advertiser (Beechworth, Vic), Thu 11 Sep 1884, Page 2; Ovens and Murray Advertiser,
Sat 22 Nov 1884, Page 6; Ovens and Murray Advertiser, Tue 21 Oct 1884, Page 2; Ovens and Murray
Advertiser, Sat 22 Nov 1884, Page 6

185 The Argus (Melbourne), Sat 19 Feb 1881, Page 10, Advertising; Ovens and Murray Advertiser (Beechworth),
Tue 1 Mar 1881, Page 3, Advertising

186 Ovens and Murray Advertiser, Sat 18 Apr 1885, Page 4
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Abbeyard
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There was plenty of activity on the Dargo High Plains in the latesE880189@ because of the
nearby gold mines, and new settlement opportunities created by the 1884 Land Act.

February 1887 was a pivotal moment for the Dargo High Plains. At that time management of the
gK2tS NS OKFYy3ISRI 6AGK | FNNASGGATtES NBaARSyl
and Dargo High Plain passing to Cobungra graziers Fred 8w, dR{ing, and Jens Petersen. Box,

King & Petersen were already experienced snow country graziers. Box was a successful gold miner at
Tabletop mountain, and owner of a small shanty hotel on the Ogidarrietville dray track at

Cobungra. He was a jointdinsee of the Darbalary snow country run, but had no lowland pastoral

runs in his name. Evidently he had built up significant grazing capacities and competencies by 1887,

as is suggested by his extensive acquisitions:

Snow Country Run Dates held Area (acres)
Darbalary 1872¢ 1900 30,000, shrinking to | Initially a half share.
8,000 Depletion due to
selection of grazing
allotments

187 Gippsland Times, Tue 4 Oct 1870, Page 3, CROOKED RIVER.



Dargo High Plain

Feb. 188% 1898

121,000¢ 90,000

part share only

Bogong high plains
green area block P

1887¢ 1893,
1898-1901

3800

Theddora parish May 1887¢ 1895 629 Within the Darbalary
grazing allotment 44 run

Bogong high plains | 1894-1901 7600

green area block

Bogong high plains | 1894-1901 3200

green area bloclo

Bogong high plains | 1898-1901 2500

green area block)

Clearly, Fred Box had a substantial grazing operation prior to 1887. Besides sharing Darbalary with
Jens Petersen, in all probability he was renting low country paddocks from other local graziers.

Jens Petersen was yet another gold migéurned pastoralist. He acquired the Darbalary run in

December 1870 after the wool merchani H Clough & Co had finished with it. He sold his share of

Darbalary to Fred Box in 1890, and the same year officially exited thdid@H€e selling his share to

I OSNIiIAYy DS2NHS ¢NBIF&Ad2NEP t SGSNESYQa FlLYAft& O2y
allotments on the Cobungra high plains for many years.

At the time he joined the DHIRence Richard King was part owner of Cobungra West station, which
encompassed the eastern fall of the adjacent Great Dividing R&fdbe three cdicensees, King

F LILJSEFNBR (2 KI@S 0SSy GKS Yzzad FFEYATAFNI gAGK GKS
Robert came to the Omeo district in 1860 asekmto have worked together in some capacity for

most of their lives® For many years Richard is known to have run a general store at Mayford, a tiny
shanty mining town located at the headwaters of the Dargo River close to the base of a long spur

that carries his name. Supplies for the store had to be packed in from Hdkeiealong the track

that traversed Mt St Bernard, Mt Freezeout, and the high plains.

¢tKS SEIFIOG t20FdAa2y 2F YAy3IQa ai2NB A& akKzgy 2y
in part of the Mayford township. Note the original buildings plotted on the plan. Freehold title was

issued to R King & Co. in 1866. At some stage, likg galdfields store keepers, he started

transitioning to a career as a grazier as mining activity slowed. Between 1878 and 1884 Richard held

a half share in the Cobungra East run, andicensed the Mt St Bernard East snow country with his

brother.

188 Omeo Standard and Mining Gazette, Fri 9 Aug 1918, Page 2. This article reports the death of Robert King at
the age of 93 years.
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Given that :

a/ the Dargo High Plain run comprised mainly the high alpine ridges and deeply incised valleys of the
upper Dargo River catchment; and

b/ that these places were immediately adjacent to the main grazing operations of Box, King &
Petersen;

the question arises: to what extent did B, K & P use the highly prized but more distant Dargo High
Plains?

As Petersen dropped off tHeEeenceafter the 1889/90 summer grazing season, his presence on the

51tQa ol a G o0Sad SLIKSYSNIET KAa YFAY FNBIF 2F | C
DarbalarycA S aili ¢l of Si21L0 ¢KS OSYyiNB 2F CNBRshe2EQ& 2L
heldaneacww @ o06S0i 2y GKS .232y3 | A3K tfrFAya YR 51tQ
the 189GLINE ANBaaSR KS I OljdZANBR FRRAGAZ2YFE GSNNRG2NE
King took out newicences for large swathes of forest country below the winter snow line, closer to

his home base at Cobungra. Either both these graziers were building their herds significantly, or
AKAFAOAY3I ydzYoSNE gl & FTNRBY (KS 5 ictoQdraheldvanttd f £ LINE
GKAE O2yOfdzaA2yd CANRGEET IfiK2dzZa3K GKS 51 tQa 27FT
shuttled to and from Cobungra had to cross the Great Dividing Range which received the first winter

snow. That meant ending the grazing sea some weeks early to minimize the risk of being snowed

in. This might explain why Box, King & Petersen were the only graziers from Cobungra in history to

dzaS GKS 51t Qao ¢KS 204KSNJ FFOG2N 61a GKS INRGAY-S
Treasires.

The Treasure family name is almost synonymous with the Dargo High plains. George Emmanuel
Treasuresnrwas a gold miner who lived with his family near Wandiligong, in the Ovens valley. It is

believed that sometime during 1876 he visited the upper Dargo River goldfields and did some
labouringwork at the Alpine Deep Lead mine. Then in April 1878, with his wife Emily and children,
Y2@SR (2 YAYy3IQa { LIzNJ I { K&ast6fiaydrd.2He imimidiatelg A y G S NI 3
started working as a stockman faifred Jones, whilst Emily attended to a general store and post
2FFAOS G YAYIQaA {LWZNE aSNBAYy3I YAYSNE 6K2 §2NJ SF
Dargo High Plains.

X her home became the centre round which the Dargo High Plains gold rush revolved, as she
managed with the aid of her sons, the general store, butchery, and post office, supplying a
population of up to 1000 inhabitants, at a time when all provisions hac torbught by

pack horse from Harrietville, 32 miles away, and then packed out to customers up and down
the creeks and rivers, during winter and summer, often through snow, rain and #8ods.

The Treasurgalso milked a small herd of cows they had brought with them from Wandilig6ng,

established a bushotel, a small mixed farmfpssicked for gold, and packgdods to the minesThe

40 ONB aAGS 4G YAYy3Qa {LzNJ g1 & | aStSOGA2Y dzy RSNJ
title in 19061°!

189 Gippsland Times, Mon 13 Feb 1939, Page 1, OBITUARY, MRS EMILY IVES.

190 Appendix F, Interview with Jim Treasure, 1977

191 Allotment 1, Parish of Bulgaback, Lands Department file 2792/19.20. Grantee was George Emmanuel
Treasure jnr.



The family has maintained a continuous association with the high plains ever since.

Lands Department 1884 Land Classification Plan, Dargo County rifsadp}f231778810

But by mid1887 the revenue derived from all these activities was dwindlegaying the family with
only cattle breeding as a livelihood:

We have been living on the land here for over nine years. We have an 8 room house, garden,
yards and our family is so larfEl childrenjthat we can't leave here. We also have 40 acres

of land here but it is not enough for us to make a living from. The hotel and store has failed
and there is nothing but cattle breeding for us to get a living frort=..

In this letter to the Minister for Lands, it seems George Treasure was seeking to scuttle the grazing
licences recently worby othersat competitive tender on the grounds of dire personal hardship, and

192 ands Department file for Dargo High Plains986/187 Gneo, G.E Treasure to Minister for Lands,
30/7/1887; also 1890



hence greater need. This was a common theme in correspondence to the Minister throughout the

flryR aStSOGA2y SNIxX o6dzi Ay ¢NBlFada2NEQa OFrasS AlG gl
year he seems to have had the opportunity to lease Dargo@&untJ- a G 2 NI f £ f 20YSy i U
acres, for 14 years, but let it slip through his fingers.

The Dargo county pastoral allotments, created under provisions of the 1884 Land Act, were made

available for lease in early 1886, at specifiedandyid@ 32 GAF 6t S F yydzr f NBydaed h
02 BSNB R (&S rathdr strangelydnly one apmition was approved and that was George

CNBIF adz2NBQa | LILX AOFGAZ2Y F2NJ LI ad2NI € Ftt20YSyid 5d
annual rent 0f£93.75. However, it appears that Treasure withdrew his offer prior to the lease

issuingt®®We can only speculate about his reasons. Perhaps on second thoughts he decided he
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on waiting until the unleased land was later offered at a cheaperuntier grazindicence

2 KFGSOSNI GKS OFrasSs ¢KSy (GKS 51t FyR .SSOKSNRa 1 A
KS F2dzyR KAYaStT WdzJ 6§KS ONBS| 6AGK2dzi | LI RRf S¢
FLILX AOFydad | SyOS GKS WwWot SSRAYy3I KSIFENILQ fSGGSNI (2

What this little story also tells us is that, by 1886 George Treasure already had a significant grazing
presence, sufficient to justify applying for a quite expensive pastoral lease. It would be no surprise if

he had started building his herd while in tamploy of Alfred Jones, and subsequently came to an
arrangement with Morgan & Co. We know for sure that shortly after his letter to the Minister he

came to a private arrangement with B, K & P, and in early i&8@ced Peterseon the DHP

licence From then there was no stopping him; by 1901, the year of his death, he had bought out his

twocof AOSyasSSax yR FTAFTH& &@SIFNB fFGSNI GKS FrYAfe&@ 1

The new neighbours west of the high plains track were Donald Gow & his sons Richard, Donald jnr,
David & Ernest. Donald snr had selected land at Harrietville in thesEitDis famous for

establishing a hop garden thet& He was evidently a kindly man who was actively engaged in
community affairs. He became a serious cattle grazier when he licensed the Harrietville pastoral run,
12,000 acres of timbered foothills adjacent to the town. That was in March 1881, and he tilelt it

was decimated by land selections in 1886. A year earlier he made a private arrangement with
Morgan & Co. to graze cattle on the DHP run and that no doubt was the latest he got to know the
Treasurs.

LYAGALIffe G4KS D2gQa yR ¢NBIF adNBQa | LIINRBFOK (2 =
summer grazing and wintered their cattle in nearby valleys. Thes@ead White Timber Spur

which led directly south from the high plains towards Crooked RWrNB | & dZNB Q& 6 A y i SNJI C
was said to be the eastern scarp of the high plains, down to the Dargo'®iAewever, the two
FIYAfE&Qa NBALISOGALBS &a0GNIGS3IASE IyYyR GNI2SOG2NASa
circumstances. George Treasure believed he had only one option for feeding his large family (the
YAESR o6dzaAySaa | { VYAbeehasa gahihddhNhaKgradg viushorifylproviedtR 0 = |y
be so difficult, once he got his name on the Didéncehe was very protective of it. According to

LMeKS NBFazya F2NJ GKAa O2yOfdzaizy IINBY L FLIAESR (2 FA
leased to other persons a few years later; the old DHP pastoral license was reissued six months later without

any reduction in acreage

194 The Albury Banner and Wodonga Express (NSW), Fri 1 Aug 1930, Page 46, PERSONAL NEWS

195 Appendix F, Interview with Roy Gow.

196 Appendix F, Interview with Jim Treasure



the Treasure family history, as related to me in 19%7the Dargo High Plains were originally one

grazing right, and Donald Gow and George Treasure agreed to split it into two separate domains.

CKA& A& FlLOhdztte AYyO2NNBOGZ Ia ¢S |t NSFRe (y26d
separate grazig rights in 1866, long before the two families came on the scene. However, this myth
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fractiousearlyrelationship. The following court report illustrates what | mean.

Bright Court of Petty Sessions, 29/11/1889
Richard Gow v George Treasure
Illegal Trespass on Premises at Dargo

Evidence:

Richard Gow (Complainant): | am the owner of premises on the Dargo High Ifiaires;

occupied the premises for about four years. Treasure resides about six miles away. He broke
into the premises while | was away and took the locks off the doors and refused to leave. |
have registered the land under miners right, but have not donenmitiere. The premises

are on the Dargo High Plains run. Several others besides myself occupy grazing rights there. |
FY GKS 26y SNI 2F (KS K2 dzaldouttaMdssveBreeéh®& o0 dzA £ G (|
Morgan who afterwards abandoned it. Messrs King, Petersen & Box then took up the run, &
Treasure subsequently bought Petersen out; King, Box, et al had stockyards on the run. The
hut was not used to my knowledge by men when muisgy cattle. The mail man sometimes
seeks shelter there; | gave him the key to get in. Treasure got in through the window of the
house on the last occasion and took the locks off the doors. | applied for permission to buy
the block, there was a valuatigriaced on it by the government which | did not feel inclined

to pay.

Donald Gow (Witness): | know Treasure well. My family and | have occupied the premises

since 1885. Treasure came to the premises on 22 November and stayed two hours. When he

had gone | missed the keys from the doors. My son & | went after him; we werntaabule

FYR I KIFfF o6dzi O2dzZ RyQi FAYR KAY®P 2SS NBGdzNY S|
chair near the table. He refused to give up the keys. | knocked him down, and after a scuffle

he gave the keys up. | then ordered Treasure out. He witrsiglid he would be back again. |

had permission to occupy the premises from Messrs McLean, Morgan & Co. and afterwards

handed them over to my son. | did not strike Treasure with an axe handle, though | had one

in my hand, which | secured as he was holdikgife in a threatening manner. | may have

pulled out some of his beard but did not do so intentionally.

His Honour dismissed the case because the Complainant had not prov&d title.

9PARSyGfes y2 &a22ySNJ KIR KS LJzZNOKLI & S Rreasutell SNE Sy Q3
began flexing his muscles, policing boundaries. That may not have been such a good idea.sThe Gow

were formidable. Theyweremuli { Af f SR 3 KIR O2yaARSNIofe& Y2NB NF
business venture. In 1886 the family had already selected four small allotments on the high plains,

197 Appendix F, Interview witdim Treasure
198 Alpine Observer newspaper, 6 December 1889; Lands Department file Omeo 28hk¥& paraphrased
the transcript from my notes taken in 1976 when undertaking a manual newspaper search.



totalling over 3000 acres, under section 32 of the 1884 Land Act, and that was before they won the
GSYRSNJ F2NJ 6KS 2fR . SSOKSNIDa | Aff &aljdzr GGAy3 NYzy
big chunk of Pastoral Allotment, 7,320 acres total, to their domain. PA Dparticularly the Jones

Creeksud f LAY S @l ffSes gla GKS o0Sad LINI 2F GKS 51t
acquisition seriously diminished the prime grazing land available to Box, King & Treasure (because

tenures undetthe 1884 subdivision trumped cargver squatting tenancies). That was in 1891. This
SELIyarzy Yleée KI@gS NBaz2ft SR (GKS Kdzi RA&LMzI S L
recalibration a few years later.

Although they were already busy with their high plains selections, and the Beechers Hill pastoral run,

the Gows found they could make extra money servicing the local gold mining community. Richard

Gow was already an enthusiastic miner, always on the lookout for traces of gold while doing

livestock work. In early 1896 he took over "Noones Halfway House", a roungmamdation house

on the high plains road roughly half way between Harrietville and the mining town of &Paihe.

developed it into a hotel which operated all year round with accompanying bughed Yy R o 1 SN &
shops, and he also became the local mining registrar, postmaster and electoral re§fsta 2 y S Q &

was three miles south of Jones Creek, and very close to the White Timber Spur where his cattle

sheltered during the winter. It remained open until approximately 1908 by which time most miners

had left the district.

D26Qa | 20Stf 2N Wb22ySaQ>s mopuHod {dFGS [AONINE 27

The table below summarizes the Gow family tenancies on the Dargo High Plains. Two phases are
evident. For the first 25 years their pastoral estate included a vast expanse of rented Crown lands,
and a handful of land selections on the high plains. Fordheviing 30 years their snow country
holdings were reduced to two land selections totalling a little over 1600 acres only.

199 Alpine Observer newspaper, 6/3/1896; Omeo Standard 3/3/1896 & 4/1/1896.
200 ALPINE OBSERVER NEWSPAPER 10/6xh@@fandard,8 July 1898.



Dargo High Plains

-~ Small Allotments

~

The land selections were fenced and cleared paddocks at the centre of the high plains. They

contained holding yards, watering points, and huts. Adjacent to these paddocks were tens of

thousands of acres of unimproved, lightly timbered snow gum woodlart,alternating open

grassy snow plains. Oral history records that, up till 1911 thes@ewerally ran between 409600

head of cattle of all types and ages on the high plains in summer, and 100 A8Bas| think this is

a gross underestimate. At their peak, in the mid to late X38@ey could easily have run many

Y2NBZ LINRolofeé Y2NB (KFy mMnnnd ¢KS LIKNIasS wOIrddat
dealers, who bought cheap young cattle at local markets and grew them to maturity on the bush

runs. That means the number @féstock carried might have varied considerdibtyn yearto year

according to market prices.

How the central paddocks were deployed is an interesting question. | imagine they would have been
particularly useful for fattening up stock that were being prepared for sale in the autumn, for
acclimatising new young cattle purchased at spring salesabadfor any breeding stock; and of

course for holding marketable cattle mustered in the autumn from the unfenced rangeland.

A short distance tthe south White Timber Spur bewiits long descent to the Crooked Rives |

very close proximity to the high plains paddocks made the job of getting cattle there before winter a
relativelysimple task. All up, the G@wan a very efficient operation. By acquiring only the very best
available grazing land they were able to concentrate large numbers of cattle into a relatively small
area, thereby minimizing time and labour inputs.

201 Appendix F, Interview with Roy Gow



D2g¢Qa D] Acres 1886 | 87- |89 9192|1893 |9 |191C |1912-1950
Tenancies 88 |90 1908 11

Beecher's Hill | 160,000 X X X | X

SA 2 &2A 664 X X

SA1 655 X X X X | X X X | mmm—mmmeee- > X
SA4 947 X X X X | X X X | el > X
SAS5 823 X X

SA9 526 X X | X

PA D(1) 11,520 X | X

PAD (2) 5,800 X | X

Mayford Tp 640 X

Dargo GB 5 47,800 X X

Dargo GB 4 28,000 X

SA = Small allotment;

The Lands Department conducted a review of grazing tenancies in 1908. That included cancelling all
licences, breakingup the last few remaining runs that had carried over from the squatting era, and
re-jigging many other boundaries. The new grazing blocks were then opened for public tender. In the

PA = Pastoral Allotment: Tp = gazetted township site; GB = Grazing block
Pink hatch: tenancies east of the Dargo High Plains track

dzLJLJISNJ 51 NH?2

blocks.
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Dargo County Snow Country Grazing Blocks, 1908 Subdivision.

Orange line: Dargo High Plains track

The new tenancies east of the Dargo River fell to graziers from Cobungra, as expected, and the

Treasure family secured the long alpine ridge running sawtin Mt St Bernard to Mt FreezeuD

and Mt Blue Rag, plus the northern margins of the Dargo High Plains Ghd)with lower grazing

capacity which did not interest the GewHowever, the Treasures also won the tender for GB 4

which no doubt upset the Gas@apple cart, and heralded a radical change of direction. ThesGow

won it back for the 1909/10 summer grazing season, but then chose not to reneieehees for

D.Q&a n 9 pZ YR FT2N) (4KS ySEG on &SI NB O6NRIAK{H &Y
two fenced small allotments for the summer season only.

The reasons for this radical dovegaling were numerous. Two and a half decades of continuous

I OGA@S Rdzié Ay GKS ay2g O2dzyUNEB y2 R2dzod G221 Al
Y2@OSR 01 O1 G2 | FNNASGOAL f SI dnyorie elsekivindh thé highy Qi Sy 2
plains all year round. The rabbit plague had reached the adjacent low country shortly after the turn

of the century, drastically reducing the winter carrying capacity of White Timber Spur; new winter

country then had to be fond, at more settled locations where rabbit control works were practical.

And although Donald Gow snr retained ownership of high plains small allotment 1 till his death in



