
Appendix A 

 

Local Histories 

 

In this section I have compiled some of the early history of grazing in each broad area of snow 

country. These areas have been grouped under three geographical headings: Western Fringe, 

Central Core, and Far East.   

 

The snow country of the Western Fringe stretches from the Buffalo Plateau, southwards to the 

Cobbler Plateau, the upper Goulburn watershed (including Mt Stirling, Mt Buller, The Bluff, sections 

of the Great Dividing Range, & Mt Skene), and the Baw Baw plateau. The Western Fringe is 

characterized by small sub- alpine tablelands, narrow sub-alpine ridges, and some alpine peaks. 

Most of these areas had relatively low carrying capacity for livestock because of their small size and 

heavily dissected, rugged, topography. They were of limited interest to large scale pastoral 

operations, except in periods of drought, but were of great utility to smaller operators who lived 

nearby, possessed very detailed local geographical knowledge, and had ample time to invest in 

managing livestock in these mountainous localities. 

 

The Central Core encompasses the large sub-alpine tablelands (Bogong High Plains, Cobungra High 

tƭŀƛƴǎΣ 5ŀǊƎƻ IƛƎƘ tƭŀƛƴǎΣ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ {ƴƻǿȅ wŀƴƎŜύΣ ŀƴŘ ±ƛŎǘƻǊƛŀΩǎ ƘƛƎƘŜǎǘ ŀƭǇƛƴŜ ǊƛŘƎŜǎ ŀƴŘ ǇŜŀƪǎΦ 

  

The Far East snow country lies east of Omeo, and much of it is adjacent to the Kosciusko National 

Park.  

 

These histories are very much a work-in-progress.  

 

My original research method back in the 1970s was to gather information for the whole of the 

Victorian snow country, without analysing data for any particular locality in detail. An alternative 

approach, which would have made the job a lot easier but less comprehensive, would have been to 

focus on one or two sample areas and then extrapolate to the whole. In that way a few tracts of 

snow country would have been researched more thoroughly, but the overall regional picture may 

not have been so clear. 

 

Now, however, I have attempted to achieve the best of both worlds by compiling detailed early 

grazing histories for all areas. These are based for starters on a review and re-interpretation of the 

original tenancy data, and a closer interrogation of my notes of interviews with graziers. A deep dive 

into the fabulous Trove on-line digitized newspaper facility produced a treasure-trove of 

supplementary information about previously unknown early snow country grazing operations ς 

particularly the activities of commercial livestock agents during the 1860s. This was a revelation 

which progressively unfolded as I ran searches on names which appeared in the pastoral licence 

registers but were otherwise unknown as snow country graziers.  

 

Focusing attention on the local histories has truly added new dimensions to the broader regional 

picture. It was also the path to estimating likely stocking trend lines for the snow country. As there 

was no annual livestock census, aside from that for the greater Bogong High Plains during the era of 

the Soil Conservation Authority (late 1940s ς early 1980s), and the Mansfield forest district for the 

1930s & Ψ40s, I had to rely on random snippets of information thrown up during interviews that were 

indicative of stocking levels achieved by a few handfuls of individual farming operations. These 



snippets included memories of: total herd size; numbers of calves bred in a typical year; typical 

numbers of cattle purchased at spring auctions by dealers; numbers of stock lost during bush fires; 

rough estimates of the usual carrying capacity of particular areas of snow country; and rules of 

thumb regarding the minimum number of cattle that would be worthwhile taking to the snow 

country for summer.  I also applied some assumptions when subjectively extrapolating the sketchy 

data to years where I had no figures. In particular, I assumed that the greater the number of local 

licensees, the higher the number of stock, all other things being equal (not only because more 

participants usually implies a rise in demand, but also more participants means more hands available 

for stock work, ensuring a more efficient autumn muster and an increased capacity to use larger 

areas of less accessible rangeland). 

 

The historical stocking trend lines that I have conjured up are eminently contestable, but 

nevertheless represent my best estimate after many years of contemplation. 

 

Unfortunately, L ŘƻƴΩǘ have the time or capacity to take these incomplete histories much further, but 

hope that this section will give future researchers a flying start. 

 

 

 

1/ The Western Fringe 

 

 
 

 

1.1/ The Buffalo Plateau 

 

One of the tracts of snow country most accessible to early squatters was the Buffalo Plateau.  It was 

ƻƴƭȅ ƘŀƭŦ ŀ ŘŀȅΩǎ ǊƛŘŜ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ǘƻǇ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǇƭŀǘŜŀǳ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ .ǳŎƪƭŀƴŘΣ .ǳŦŦŀƭƻ ƻǊ hǾŜƴǎ ǊƛǾŜǊǎΣ ǘƘƻǳƎƘ 

admittedly up some pretty steep slopes.  By the late 1840s the plateau was bordered on three sides 

by pastoral stations, and given its visual prominence it would be surprising if it had not been visited 
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by stockmen at that time.  It was certainly being visited by occasional tourist parties by the late 

1860s.1 

 

Lands Department pastoral run plan 1381A (2) of 1863 suggests that the plateau was divided 

between the Wabonga, Nog Nog Wah, Winterigah, and Buffalo Heifer station runs. Unfortunately, 

ǿŜ ŎŀƴΩǘ ǊŜƭȅ ƻƴ ǘƘƛǎ Ǉƭŀƴ ŀǎ ƛǘ ƛǎ ƴƻǘƻǊƛƻǳǎƭȅ ƛƴŀŎŎǳǊŀǘŜΣ ōǳǘ ƛǘ ƴŜǾŜrtheless gives a rough idea of 

what might be expected during the early period when run boundaries were routinely described in 

relation to streams, their catchments, dividing ranges, and other pastoral stations.  In such 

circumstances it is easy to appreciate how the Buffalo plateau could have been divided amongst so 

many grazing operations.  However, in 1859 when the Winterigah run was established it was 

ŘŜǎŎǊƛōŜŘ ŀǎ оллл ŀŎǊŜǎ ōŜƛƴƎ Ψ! ƴŀǊǊƻǿ ǎǘǊƛǇ ƻŦ ƭŀƴŘ ŎƻƳƳŜƴŎƛƴƎ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ [ƛǘǘƭŜ wƛǾŜǊ όǘƘŜ ƭƻǿŜǊ 

boundary of Nog Nog Wah station) on the (west) side of the Buffalo Mountain and commanding a 

ŦǊƻƴǘŀƎŜ ƻŦ ŦƛǾŜ ƳƛƭŜǎ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ .ǳŦŦŀƭƻ wƛǾŜǊΩΦ2  So from the outset Winterigah was understood to be a 

specifically a valley cattle run and this was probably the case for all the above mentioned stations 

adjoining the Buffalo plateau at that time. If these stations ever put livestock on the plateau their 

right to do so would not have been clear until the late 1870s when a new map sorted out the 

boundary issues. 

 

 
Lands Department Run Plan 1381A (2) part, 1863 

 

 

 

 
1 Ovens and Murray Advertiser, Wed 18 Dec 1872, Page 1, A TRIP TO THE BUFFALO RANGES; Leader 
(Melbourne), Sat 18 Jul 1874, Page 25, HOLIDAY TRIP TO MOUNT BUFFALO. 
2 [ŀƴŘǎ 5ŜǇŀǊǘƳŜƴǘ wǳƴ ŦƛƭŜ Ψ²ƛƴǘŜǊŜƎŀƘΩ 



 
Run Plan 1371 (part) showing runs in the vicinity of Mt Buffalo c.1879 (SLV) 

 

There remains quite a deal of uncertainty surrounding the early grazing history of the Buffalo 

plateau.  The local history as conveyed by my informants (Appendix F) seems consistent and reliable 

for the years after 1890, but for the period before is somewhat divided. There are two stories, one 

of which has become well known and uncritically accepted; the other I will relate in a moment. 

  

Let me deal with the most well-known story first. It starts with the first squatting run to be licensed 

close to Mt Buffalo which was formed in the name of Thomas Buckland in 1845 and held by him as 

Junction run till July 1847;3 it included the junction of the Ovens and Buckland rivers. The following 

ȅŜŀǊΣ ǎƻ ǘƘŜ ǎǘƻǊȅ ƎƻŜǎΣ .ǳŎƪƭŀƴŘΩǎ ƘŜŀŘ ǎǘƻŎƪƳŀƴΣ ¢ƘƻƳŀǎ DƻƭŘƛŜΣ ŦƻǳƴŘ ŀ ǿŀȅ ǳǇ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ǇƭŀǘŜŀǳ 

while looking for cattle, and from then on stock were taken there each summer.4  Buckland only held 

Junction in his name for a few years but it is said that Goldie continued to graze cattle on the plateau 

till 1890, two years before his death though he never had a licence to do so.  This is the story I was 

given when interviewing high country identity Percy Weston at Porepunkah in 1977 5, and I am 

ŀǿŀǊŜ ǘƘŀǘ ²Ŝǎǘƻƴ ǿŀǎ ǘƘŜ ǎƻǳǊŎŜ ƻŦ 5ƛŎƪ WƻƘƴǎƻƴΩǎ ǇƻǘǘŜŘ ƘƛǎǘƻǊȅ ƻŦ aǘ .ǳŦŦŀƭƻ ƛƴ Ƙƛǎ ǾŜǊȅ ǇƻǇǳƭŀǊ 

Ŏŀƭƭ ǘƻ ŀǊƳǎ Ψ¢ƘŜ !ƭǇǎ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ /ǊƻǎǎǊƻŀŘǎΩ ǇǳōƭƛǎƘŜŘ ƛƴ мфтпΦ  aŀƴȅ ǎǳōǎŜǉǳŜƴǘ ǿǊƛǘƛƴƎǎ ƘŀǾŜ ǊŜƭƛŜŘ 

on Johnson. However, the story remains to be verified.   

 

Bright Cemetery records 6 list a Thomas Goldie being interred there on 31/3/1892, having died on 

29th March at the age of 66 years.  A genealogical resource 7 records similar details plus the names of 

DƻƭŘƛŜΩǎ ǿƛŦŜ ŀƴŘ мп ŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴΣ ǘƘǊŜŜ ƻŦ ǿƘƻƳ ŀǊŜ ōǳǊƛŜŘ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ .ǳŎƪƭŀƴŘ ŎŜƳŜǘŜǊȅΦ  {ƻ ǘƘŜǊŜ Ŏŀƴ ōŜ 

 
3 See Billis & Kenyon (1932) reproduced at http://nla.gov.au/nla.obj-29718849/view#page/n253/mode/1up 
4 tŀǊƪǎ ±ƛŎǘƻǊƛŀΣ 5ŀƴƛŜƭ /ŀǘǊƛŎŜΩǎ ǇŀǊƪ ƴƻǘŜǎ ŎΦмфффΤ WƻƘƴǎƻƴ мфтпΣ ƻǇ ŎƛǘΤ ōƻǘƘ ƻŦ ǿƘƛŎƘ ǎŜŜƳ ǘƻ ƘŀǾŜ ōŜŜƴ 
based on the beliefs of Percy Weston.  
5 See Appendix F 
6 http://www.ozgenonline.com/~nhm_cemeteries/Bright_Cemetery/_surname.html 
7 http://www.tribejoyce.com/TNG/getperson.php?personID=P1114&tree=tree1 



no doubt that Thomas Goldie is a historically verifiable person whose lifespan is consistent with the 

Weston story.  Also, there is a spur giving access to the south end of the plateau from the Buckland 

valley that was used by cattlemen and carries the Goldie name.  However, there seems to be no 

logical reason for anyone to regularly take cattle to the Buffalo plateau for summer grazing in the 

1840s because there was simply too much unused grazing capacity in the valleys and lower hills that 

were more easily accessible.  Furthermore, there is ample evidence of Thomas Goldie being a gold 

miner rather than a stockman.8  Of course he could have been both.  But the likelihood of a grazier 

of some 40 years standing never showing up in the Lands Departments grazing records is quite 

remote; unless perhaps he simply remained an employee of one of the adjoining stations.  All up, 

the Goldie story is simply that, a story that has yet to be properly confirmed.    

 

A different story was told to me by Reg Lewis of Moyhu in 1977.  According to Reg his grandfather, 

John Lewis had the Mt Buffalo run before the 1880s for a long time and his father William jnr and 

uncle Joseph Lewis took over for a few years after old JohnΩǎ ŘŜŀǘƘΦ ¢ƘŜǊŜ ǿŀǎ ŀ ǎƳŀƭƭ ŀǎǎƻŎƛŀǘŜŘ 

paddock at the foot of Mt Buffalo, on the Buffalo River.   John Lewis was said to be out at Buffalo for 

10 ς 20 years. He had some connection there with the Webb family, who lived on the Little Buffalo 

River and had something to do with Mt Buffalo, but Reg was not sure what.9   

 

To me this second story has an authentic tone, though it is incomplete and tinged with uncertainty, 

and perhaps some exaggeration.  Besides being verifiable historical personages (the only type of 

evidence so far supporting the Goldie story), John Lewis and his sons were bona fide pastoralists 

whose connection to the Buffalo River locality can be confirmed from the historical records.  John 

Lewis is recorded as having held the licence for Buffalo East run in 1877, and we know this was not a 

phantom occupancy because the licensee of Winterigah station complained to her local member of 

ǇŀǊƭƛŀƳŜƴǘ ǘƘŀǘ [Ŝǿƛǎ ǿŀǎ ΨŜƴŎǊƻŀŎƘƛƴƎ ƻƴ ƘŜǊ Ǌǳƴ ōȅ ōǳƛƭŘƛƴƎ ǿƛǘƘƛƴ ǎƛȄ ƳƛƭŜǎ ƻŦ ƘŜǊ ƘƻǳǎŜ ƻƴ 

ground tƘŀǘ Ƙŀǎ ŀƭǿŀȅǎ ōŜŜƴ ǊŜƎŀǊŘŜŘ ŀǎ ǇŀǊǘ ƻŦ ²ƛƴǘŜǊƛƎŀƘΩΦ10 

 

Lands Department Run Plan 1371, drawn by 1879, shows the Buffalo East run adjoining Mt Buffalo to 

the southwest.  This run was bounded on the west by the east bank of the Buffalo River, and on the 

east by the Buffalo ς Buckland dividing range; it may have been argued at the time (in the absence of 

accurate mapping) that it incorporated a portion of the plateau; but certainly it gave ready access to 

ǘƘŜ ǇƭŀǘŜŀǳΩǎ ǎƻǳǘƘŜǊƴ ŜƴŘΦ  Lǘ ǿŀǎ ŜǎǘŀōƭƛǎƘŜŘ ŀǎ ŀ Ǌǳƴ ƛƴ мусл ǿƘŜƴ ǘƘŜ ǘŜƴŘŜǊ ǿŀǎ ǿƻƴ ōȅ IǳƎƘ 

Nixon (who a few years later briefly licensed the famous Wonnangatta station).  The government 

licence registers show that John Lewis of Moyhu held the run from July 1877 to November 1878.11  

¢Ƙƛǎ ƛǎ ƴƻǘ ŀ ƭƻƴƎ ǘƛƳŜΣ ōǳǘ ƛǘ ŎƻƴŦƛǊƳǎ ŀ ǇǊŜǎŜƴŎŜ ǿƘƛŎƘ ǎǳǇǇƻǊǘǎ wŜƎ [ŜǿƛǎΩs story.  The Web family 

were licensees of the Dandongadale run,12 on the opposite bank of the Buffalo River.  The two runs 

were held under common management from late 1868 till probably 1878 and together would have 

been a quite sizeable operation which had sufficient mass to utilize the Buffalo plateau for summer 

grazing. However, this is just speculation. 

 

 

 
8 Ovens & Murray Advertiser, 7/9/1875 page 4;  4/5/1889 p.11 
9 Interview with Reg Lewis, Appendix F 
10 [ŀƴŘǎ 5ŜǇŀǊǘƳŜƴǘ wǳƴ ŦƛƭŜ Ψ²ƛƴǘŜǊŜƎŀƘΩ 
11 Lands Department Register of Runs, Book 2 
12 Lands Department Register of Runs, Book 2 



Dandongadale Run Carrying 

Capacity 

Stock 

assmt 

Buffalo East Run Carrying 

Capacity 

Stock 

assmt 

August 1858 Henry Faithful   1860 Hugh Nixon   

Nov 1861, David Hamilton & 

Wm Masterton 

     

1862 2250 122  350 43 

   July 1866 Alex Nixon   

Nov 1868 David Masterton   Sept 1868 Wm Masterton, David & 

Wm Hamilton 

Nov 1868 David Masterton, et al 

  

1871 

Dec 1871 Oriental Bank Corp 

1750   

Dec 1871 Oriental Bank Corp 

300  

Jly 1873 Wm Gilbert Hensley of 

wŜƛŘΩǎ /ǊŜŜƪ 

  Jly 1873 Wm Gilbert Hensley of 

wŜƛŘΩǎ /ǊŜŜƪ 

  

Sept 1877 Bank of Victoria   Jly 1877- Nov 1878 Jn Lewis of 

Moyhu 

  

Sept 1879 Nathanial Webb   March 1879 William McLean 

Jan 1880 Oriental Bank Corp 

  

 

It is possible that cattle were taken onto the plateau after the 1851 bushfires, or after 1853 when 

the Ovens and Buckland river valley floors were being turned upside-down by gold diggers.  If so the 

contributors were likely to be the surrounding stations, ie Wabonga Station, Nog Nog Wa Station, 

Winteriga Station & the Buffalo heifer station. Later prospects would include Eurobin station and 

possibly the various proprietors of the Buffalo East run ς but at this stage we are really just guessing.  

There is insufficient evidence to corroborate either the Weston story or the Lewis one. The Lewis 

ŦŀƳƛƭȅ ƭŜƎŜƴŘ ƳƛƎƘǘ ǎŜŜƳ ǘƻ ƘŀǾŜ ƳƻǊŜ ŎǊŜŘƛōƛƭƛǘȅ ŀǎ ǘƘŜ ŦŀƳƛƭȅΩǎ ōǳǎƘ ƎǊŀȊƛƴƎ ǇŜŘƛƎǊŜŜ ƛǎ 

undeniable. As we shall see a bit later, in the 1870s the Lewiss had command of the upper King River 

snow country plus some of the upper Buffalo River catchment (Fruges pastoral run). However, it is 

possible that the legend confuses the Buffalo plateau with the headwaters of the Buffalo River, 

which was originally offered as a run named Buffalo Mountain(s).  

 

The tenancy picture for the Buffalo plateau is much clearer after 1879, though the stocking situation 

is not.  At that time the ŜŀǎǘŜǊƴ Ŧŀƭƭ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǇƭŀǘŜŀǳ ǿŀǎ ŘŜŦƛƴŜŘ ŀǎ ŀ ǎŜǇŀǊŀǘŜ Ǌǳƴ ƴŀƳŜŘ Ψaǘ .ǳŦŦŀƭƻΩ 

and for the next few years its tenancy history can be traced through the official records.  The Mt 

Buffalo run was nicely composed with a combination of snow country, foothills and even some river 

flats. It was put to public tender in August 1879 and was let from 1st January 1880 to William 

Radcliffe,13 the temporary mining registrar for Buckland district14 15 who had extensive experience in 

 
13 Victorian Government Gazette, 1880, page 84 
14 Argus newspaper, 15/6/1878 page 8 
15 Victorian Parliamentary Papers, 1879-1880, paper 92, page 28 



gold mining and operated a quartz crushing battery.16  He was married to Grace Nankervis.17 The 

licence subsequently passed to John Nankervis in 1885 and was held in that name for another year.18  

At this stage I have no information about the scale or type of grazing operation run by Radcliffe and 

Nankervis.  When I mentioned the Nankervis tenancy to long time Buckland valley grazier, Sid 

.ŜǾŜǊƛŘƎŜΣ ƛƴ мфтуΣ ƘŜ ǿŀǎ ǾŜǊȅ ǎǳǊǇǊƛǎŜŘΥ ΨǘƘŀǘ ŎŀƴΩǘ ōŜ ǊƛƎƘǘΩΦ  {ƻ ǇŜǊƘŀǇǎ ǘƘŜ wŀŘŎƭƛŦŦŜ κ bŀƴƪŜǊǾƛǎ 

dynasty was quite small and short-lived; a side interest rather than a serious, fully fledged grazing 

ƻǇŜǊŀǘƛƻƴΦ  hǊ ǇŜǊƘŀǇǎ wŀŘŎƭƛŦŦŜΩǎ ƛƴǘŜǊŜǎǘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǇƭŀǘŜŀǳ ǘǊŀƴǎŎŜƴŘŜŘ ƭƛǾŜǎǘƻŎƪΦ  Iƛǎ мфлп ŘŜŀǘƘ 

notice recognizes only his mining activities: 

  

A telegram received from Melbourne to the older section of the mining community 
yesterday announced the death of Mr William Radcliffe. The name is familiar to the older 
mining community.  Mr Radcliffe was for many years a resident of the Buckland, where he 
engaged in alluvial and quartz mining.  He was for a long time a member of the Beechworth 
Mining Board.  During recent years he has resided in one of the suburbs of Melbourne. The 
ƛƳƳŜŘƛŀǘŜ ŎŀǳǎŜ ƻŦ ŘŜŀǘƘ ǿŀǎ ŀ ƳƛƴŜǊΩǎ ŎƻƳǇƭŀƛƴǘΦ19 

 

From other local news reports we learn that he built a hut on the plateau 20 and accompanied at 

least one tourist party to the summit21 so I am guessing that his primary interest was in its tourist 

potential. 

 

One thing we do know for sure, however, is that in 1884/85 Radcliffe consented to Mt Buffalo 

receiving 9,000 starving sheep from the drought-ravaged Riverina district.22  This is the first and only 

record I have of starving stock being sent to the Buffalo plateau. I would guess that Radcliffe also 

sublet the run to local graziers if only to recoup his annual licence fee. Likely prospects would have 

been the proprietors of the adjacent Wabonga and Eurobin stations whose later involvement is 

confirmed. 

 
In 1886 the Buffalo Plateau was almost entirely encompassed by Delatite county Pastoral Allotment 
B, according to provisions of the 1884 Land Act, and leased to John Curtain, a former member of 
parliament with extensive interests in vineyards in the Dookie district.23  It appears that, like 
Radcliffe, Mr Curtain had plans for the plateau that extended beyond cattle grazing; in fact: 
 

The Harrietville correspondent of the " Argus" telegraphs that Mr Chauncey, the shire engineer, and 
Mr Marie are surveying a road for vehicles to the top of the Buffalo Range, and that some 
Melbourne capitalists, including Mr J. A. Wallace, M.L.C., and Councillor Curtain, propose to build a 
grand hotel on the plateau. This road, when completed, will render accessible to the tourist some of 
the grandest scenery in the colony. The railway is now open as far as Myrtleford, and will shortly be 
extended to Bright.  A road from Harrietville to Omeo, over the Australian Alps, has been open for 
vehicles for the last three years.  An attempt was made some time ago to establish a hospice at the 
summit of Mount Buffalo, but it was not persevered with, and those visiting the mountain have 
found it necessary to camp out. Should the new projects be carried out, excursionists will have easy 
means of access to the spot from which, according to many reports, one of the most magnificent of 

 
16 Ovens & Murray Advertiser 
17 Bright Cemetery records - http://www.ozgenonline.com/~nhm_cemeteries/Bright_Cemetery/_death.html 
18 Victorian Government Gazette, 1886 p 138 
19 Ovens & Murray Advertiser, 17/5/1904, p.12 
20 Ovens & Murray Advertiser, 24/2/1885, p.1 
21 Ovens and Murray Advertiser, Sat 21 Jan 1882, Page 7,  TRIP TO MOUNT BUFFALO 
22 !ƭǇƛƴŜ hōǎŜǊǾŜǊΣ мууп ΧΧΧΧΤ hǾŜƴǎ ϧ aǳǊǊŀȅ !ŘǾŜǊǘƛǎŜǊ нпκнκмуурΣ ǇΦм 
23 Ovens & Murray Advertiser, 19/11/1885, p.2, 24/7/1886 p.2, 9/3/1895, p.9 



the Alpine views is to be obtained, and the new place is likely to become as great an attraction as the 
now well-known hospice on Mount St. Bernard.24  

 
This may well be the first instance in Australia of a pastoral lease being misused to exploit a tourism 
development opportunity.  Had the Buffalo plateau continued to be offered for grazing under the 
annual licence ǎȅǎǘŜƳ WƻƘƴ /ǳǊǘŀƛƴΩǎ ƴŀƳŜ ŎŜǊǘŀƛƴƭȅ ǿƻǳƭŘƴΩǘ ŀǇǇŜŀǊ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ŀƴƴŀƭǎ ƻŦ ±ƛŎǘƻǊƛŀΩǎ 
mountain cattlemen.  He was not a genuine pastoralist.  However, the Section 21 lease allowed for 
construction of a residence and out-buildings, and if all the necessary conditions and requirements 
were fulfilled the lessee had the right to purchase up to 320 acres, comprising the location of the 
capital improvements.25  It was this very non-pastoral business opportunity that prompted John 
Curtain to embark on what can only be regarded as a sham grazing operation.  And not everyone 
was impressed: 
 

THE BUFFALO HOSPICE 
Shades ! of the romantic and picturesque, we bid you close your eyes and veil your faces, when we 
announce that there is to be an hotel erected at or near the crowning point of the lone and 
magnificent Buffalo. But courage, dear ghosts of the sublime and beautiful, and again gaze upon one 
of your favourite haunts, when you learn that this invasion by cold, unsympathetic and so-called 
civilisation on one of your grandest and loveliest demesnes is not a mere common, vulgar public house  
but a hospice. That makes all the difference. It is indeed a comfort to the human stomach when we 
approach an ordinary roadside country inn τ and, too often, not always that on the morning 
thereafter τ but the very name of hospice brings back to us all the glories of the Alps, the heroic 
isolation of the monks of St. Bernard, and the true and faithful animals which bear that saint's name, 
and should themselves be canonised. We shall have no use for dogs on the top of the Buffalo, unless to 
track wandering pairs of lovers who have strayed from the beaten paths around the hospice as, luckily, 
the snow does not lie there long enough or deep enough to overwhelm the adventurous explorer ; but 
there is no doubt that although camping out has its charms, it will add greatly to the convenience and 
the pleasure of many who cannot face the perils of wet clothes and tent life, to learn that there is 
really to be a hospice on the top of the Buffalo mountain, and a road made, over which buggies and 
coaches may be driven right to the summit. Mount Buffalo, which is 5645 feet above the level of the 
sea, was first ascended, so far as we know, by a survey party somewhere about the year 1852. They 
started from Faithful's Station, at Oxley, and, striking across the Buffalo River, took a spur between 
that river and the Ovens at the back of Wabonga Station. We never have been by that route; but it is 
said that some of the party rode the whole way. They, however, simply went there to erect a land-
mark τ which remains to this day τ and returned without making any observations as regards the 
character of the strange plateau which they visited. It remained, apparently, a perfect terra incognita 
for some years, until a couple of police cadets, stationed at Porepunkah, tempted by the appearance 
of the mountain τ as presented from Mr Hooper's hospitable hotel τ with its precipitous sides, and 
its white cascade tumbling over the top like a great streak of quartz in the mountain, determined to 
make the ascent, not knowing anything about its ever having been made before. One of them 
succeeded in the attempt about February or March, 1854, by ascending the spur between the 
Buckland River and the Eurobin Creek, but as he was without food τ not thinking the ascent would be 
so arduous or prolonged τ he only arrived on the top a little before sunset, and was compelled to 
leave next morning before making more than a cursory survey of the northern table. But what he did 
see was so remarkable that a great number of persons believed he was romancing, or, at all events, 
took his description of the magnificence and extent of the mountain's top as the result of a dream of 
the imagination, caused by a want of supper and the isolation of a man sleeping alone in so desolate a 
place.  As may, however, be seen from Mr Hooper's, this spur strikes the face of the mountain, about 
half-way up from which point the rest is nearly precipitous, involving the climbing of one rock to 
another, and no one cared to repeat the experiment. It was therefore several years before any other 

 
24 Ovens & Murray Advertiser, 26/11/1886, p.4.  The first hospice was built in the summer of 1884/85 (Ovens 
& Murray Advertiser, 24/2/1885, p.1); a more elaborate one was built in 1892 by Edward Carlisle (Ovens & 
Murray Advertiser, 8/4/1893, p.6) 
25 Land Act 1884, section 29 



attempt was made to "top" the Buffalo, but at length a very good track was discovered from the 
Buckland River higher up, and this enabled parties to ascend with pack-horses, and even for ladies to 
ride nearly all the way. Then it began to be really believed that the Buffalo mountain was not only 
what it had been described by its first casual visitor, but, from its own extraordinary character and the 
magnificent and varied views which were to be obtained from it, one of the most remarkable 
mountains in Australia. In fact, we are confident that, so great is the extent of the rough tableland and 
so numerous the ravines and spurs which radiate from, not one-tenth part of its extraordinary features 
or of its beauties have been yet discovered.  But the time is now drawing nigh when all its treasures of 
loveliness and splendour will be ransacked, as it seems that Messrs J. A. Wallace, M.L.C., and 
Councillor Curtain, of Melbourne, are about to build a grand hotel on the plateau, and the shire council 
and the Government have determined to construct a road for wheeled vehicles all the way. We may be 
sure that lovers of nature who determine to make the grand ascent will give Beechworth a call in 
passing, and see the beauties of that neighbourhood, as an intellectual relish, before visiting the 
grander and wilder scenes which will present themselves from the Hump of the Buffalo.26 

 

Curtain never built his grand hotel, but he kept the dream alive by making the annual lease 
payments till August 1896.27  A rough accommodation had been built in the summer of 1884/85 28 
ŘǳǊƛƴƎ wŀŘŎƭƛŦŦŜΩǎ ǘŜƴŀƴŎȅΣ ŀƴŘ ŀ ƳƻǊŜ ŜƭŀōƻǊŀǘŜ ƻƴŜ ǿŀǎ ŎƻƴǎǘǊǳŎǘŜŘ ƛƴ муфн ōȅ 9ŘǿŀǊŘ /ŀǊƭƛǎƭŜ 29 
ǇǊŜǎǳƳŀōƭȅ ǳƴŘŜǊ /ǳǊǘŀƛƴΩǎ ǘǳǘŜƭŀƎŜΦ  Lǘ ǿŀǎ ƴƻǘ ǳƴǘƛƭ the early 1900s that the dream of a grand 
hotel was realized when the Mount Buffalo Chalet was constructed by the Victorian Railways 
Department. 
 
Meanwhile, the plateau was grazed by small numbers of cattle contributed by a collection of Ovens 
Valley settlers, as is indicated in the oral history:  
 

George Weston, Bill Smith & Alf Weston trialled grazing on the Buffalo plateau in 1888/9. 
The bridle track had already been built so it was easy to get the stock up the mount.  They 
put a few hundred head on the front plains.  Because winters up there are so bad they had to 
get the stock off by end of April or risk losing them.  Jim Brady came in during 1902/3 
ŘǊƻǳƎƘǘΦ  IǳƎƘŜǎ ŎŀƳŜ ƛƴ ǎǘƛƭƭ ƭŀǘŜǊΦ  IǳƎƘŜǎ ϧ .ǊŀŘȅ ǿŜǊŜ ƴŜƛƎƘōƻǳǊǎ ƻŦ ²ŜǎǘƻƴΩǎΦ Lƴ мфлн 
George Weston had 200 ς 250 head of his own up there (including about 60 breeders).  Brady 
only had 60-70 head.  Brady died in 1919 when thrown from a horse. George Weston was up 
there for 37 years as a cattleman, till 1925.30 

 
I think this memoir somewhat understates the role of Eurobin station in early grazing endeavours on 
the plateau. Eurobin station was created via a subdivision in 1869 of the Wandiligong run, which in 
ǘǳǊƴ ƘŀŘ ŜŀǊƭƛŜǊ ŀōǎƻǊōŜŘ ¢ƘƻƳŀǎ .ǳŎƪƭŀƴŘΩǎ ƻǊƛƎƛƴŀƭ WǳƴŎǘƛƻƴ ǊǳƴΦ31 Evidently, the western 
boundary of Wandiligong / Eurobin was NOT described in relation to the watershed of the Buckland 
River but something less, possibly the base of the Buffalo plateau. That created space which was 
finally filled by the formation of the Mt Buffalo run as described in 1879. 
 
 
The grazing history becomes clearer after the plateau was dedicated as a National Park (1898 & 
1908). Official records relating to the park provide some anchors to which can be tethered the oral 
history.  The records show that grazing permits were not re-issued for the summer of 1908/9 
(meaning that they had been extant prior to that date) yet in March 1909 160 head of cattle 

 
26 Ovens & Murray Advertiser, 26/6/1886, p. 4 
27 Register of Section 21 Leases, 1884 Land Act.  Lease no. 278 
28 Ovens & Murray Advertiser, 24/2/1885, p.1 
29 Ovens & Murray Advertiser, 8/4/1893, p.6 
30 Appendix F, Interview with Percy Weston 
31 Billis & Kenyon, 1932, Pastoral Pioneers of Port Phillip. 



belonging to Messrs Weston, Brady & Hughes (presumably the previous licensees and probably sub-
tenants of John Curtain from the late 1880s to 1896) were found in the park.  The owners agreed 
they knew the cattle were there but claimed that the animals had not been wilfully put there; rather 
they had found their own way onto the plateau as they were habituated to going there each 
summer32 (suggesting a lengthy period of use).   
 
¢Ƙŀǘ DŜƻǊƎŜ ²ŜǎǘƻƴΩǎ ǘƛƳŜ ŀǎ ŀ aǘ .ǳŦŦŀƭƻ ŎŀǘǘƭŜƳŀƴ ƛǎ ƻƴƭȅ ǇŀǊǘƛŀƭƭȅΣ ƛŦ ŀǘ ŀƭƭΣ ǊŜŦƭŜŎǘŜŘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ 
tenancy records highlights both the strengths and weaknesses of the licence data. For while these 
Řŀǘŀ ƎƛǾŜ ǇǊŜŎƛǎŜ ǘƛƳŜƭƛƴŜǎ ŦƻǊ ƭŜƎŀƭ ƻŎŎǳǇŀƴŎƛŜǎΣ ǘƘŜȅ ŘƻƴΩǘ ƴŜŎŜǎǎŀǊƛƭȅ ǎƘƻǿ ǿƘŀǘ ǿŀǎ ƘŀǇǇŜƴƛƴƎ 
on the ground. In this case oral history indicates that George Weston had cattle every summer on 
the Buffalo plateau from 1888 till 1925, and while this is not confirmed by the licence records that I 
located, neither is it contradicted. Until 1896 this area was leased to an absentee tenant who almost 
certainly sub-let to local graziers; between 1896 and 1908 we know that licences (plural) were issued 
(because the Landǎ 5ŜǇŀǊǘƳŜƴǘΩǎ ǊŜǎŜǊǾŜ ŦƛƭŜ ǘŜƭƭǎ ǳǎ ǘƘŜȅ ǿŜǊŜ ŎŀƴŎŜƭƭŜŘ ƻƴ ŎƻƳǇƭŜǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ 
National Park reservation in 1908) but as I failed to locate the relevant file or register book sources I 
can only confirm that a small remnant of the Mt Buffalo run, originally licensed to Radcliffe, and left 
over after the creation of pastoral allotment B, was licensed to the Brady family (Eurobin station) 
from the late 1880s to 1905. Still we know from the reserve file that Weston et alΩǎ ŎŀǘǘƭŜ ǿŜǊŜ 
found illegally grazing in the National Park in the summer of 1908/09 and had obviously been visiting 
the plateau for some years. 
 

 
 

 
32 Lands Department reserves file for Mt Buffalo National Park (Rs121) 



In October 1909 the annual grazing rights to the entire Mt Buffalo National Park were granted to 
Richard Hughes of nearby Eurobin.33 Though the park trustees would have preferred no grazing at 
all, they were confronted with the annoying reality of persistent illegal grazing by locals, including 
ǘƘŜ ²ŜǎǘƻƴΩǎΣ ŀƴŘ ŘƛŘ ƴƻǘ ƘŀǾŜ ǎǳŦŦƛŎƛŜƴǘ ŦƛŜƭŘ ǇǊŜǎŜƴŎŜ ǘƻ ǎǘƻǇ ƛǘΦ {ƻ ǘƘŜȅ ŘŜŎƛŘŜŘ ǘƻ ƭŜǘ the grazing 
rights, with limitations, to a responsible local cattleman ς someone who would be respectful of park 
values and who might keep other interested parties in check either by mutual agreement or with the 
threat of legal sanction.  
 
Although subletting was disallowed by the conditions of tenure, there could be no objection to a 
ƭƛŎŜƴǎŜŜ ŀƎǊŜŜƛƴƎ ǘƻ ǘŀƪŜ ǳǇ ŀ ƴŜƛƎƘōƻǳǊΩǎ ŎŀǘǘƭŜΣ ǿƛǘƘ ǎƻƳŜ ƘŜƭǇ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ ƴŜƛƎƘōƻǳǊΣ ŀƴŘ ƛŦ ǘƘŜ 
local history is correct then this is what undoubtedly happened. By letting the grazing rights to one 
person, and setting a maximum stocking level the national park trustees were able to gain some 
ŎƻƴǘǊƻƭ ƻǾŜǊ ƎǊŀȊƛƴƎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǇŀǊƪ ŜǾŜƴ ǘƘƻǳƎƘ ǘƘŜȅ ŎƻǳƭŘƴΩǘ ƛƳƳŜŘƛŀǘŜƭȅ ƎŜǘ ǊƛŘ ƻŦ ƛǘΦ  
 

¶ Cancellation of grazing in early 1920s after a serious bushfire; again illegal grazing; licensed 
grazing restored again after a few years to regain control and, according to PW to ameliorate 
the dense post-fire regrowth 

¶ Late 1920s Trespasses of Paddy Waterhouse and dumping 300 drought affected cattle on 
ǘƘŜ ǇƭŀǘŜŀǳ ōŜŎŀǳǎŜ ƘŜ ŎƻǳƭŘ ƎŜǘ ŀǿŀȅ ǿƛǘƘ ƛǘ ŀǎ ǘƘŜ ǇŀǊƪ ǿŀǎƴΩǘ ōŜƛƴƎ ǊŜƎǳƭŀǊƭȅ ǇŀǘǊƻƭƭŜŘ ōȅ 
rangers. 

¶ Issue of licence to Crameri brothers to graze only the southern end of the plateau 

¶ Official termination of grazing in 1958, though the CrameriΩǎ ƘŀŘƴΩǘ ǘŀƪŜƴ ǎǘƻŎƪ ǘƘŜǊŜ ŦƻǊ ŀ 
few years 
 

 

1.2/ The Upper Goulburn River Watershed, and Cobbler Plateau 

 

The snow country at the headwaters of the Goulburn River takes the form of rather narrow high 

mountain ridges spread out over quite a large area. Some of the well-known peaks include Mt Buller, 

Mt Stirling, Mt Skene, and the Great Dividing Range between Mt Howitt and Mt Sunday. 

 

The tenancy data I have for this region is nowhere near as good as what I have compiled for other 

localities. In particular, I was unable to find many pastoral licence or lease records for the period 

between the 1870s and late 1890s. For this period, I have had to rely on supplementary sources ς 

occasional government reports, newspaper articles and local oral history. The formation of the 

Forests Department in 1908 also created some difficulties for me as that Department took over the 

administration of grazing licences over much of this area, but ceased publishing its annual grazing 

licence renewals in the Government Gazette magazine in 1915; and in the 1970s conducted some 

heavy handed pruning of its old forest licence records ς ie many were files of potential interest were 

apparently destroyed. So again I have had to rely on supplementary records in reconstructing the 

grazing history of the expansive reserved forests established in 1908 in the upper reaches of the 

King, Delatite, Howqua and Jamieson rivers. Nevertheless, quite an interesting story emerges. 

 

King and Delatite Rivers Dividing Range; and the Cobbler Plateau 

 

The closest of the early squatting runs to this tract of snow country were the Glenmore (1843), 

Degamero (1844) and Mt Typho stations. The 1862 stocking and rent assessments showed Glenmore 

 
33 Victorian Government Gazette 1910, page 246 



and Mt Typo to carry few cattle (only 20 head each), but Degamero had a significant herd of 300 

head which may have had sufficient mass to justify stocking the snow country. However, while the 

Glenmore and Mt Typo runs encompassed some high ridges, Degamerƻ ŘƛŘƴΩǘ ǳƴǘƛƭ ƛǘ ǿŀǎ ŎƻƳōƛƴŜŘ 

with the Clonleigh run which was created by the Lands Department in the mid 1870s. 

 

 
Lands Department Run Plan 1371 (part) (SLV). Showing Glenmore (green), Degamero (orange), 

Clonleigh (yellow), Mt Typho (blue) c.1875. 

 

bŜǾŜǊǘƘŜƭŜǎǎΣ ƛǘ ƛǎ ŎƭŜŀǊ ŦǊƻƳ Ƴȅ ŀƴŀƭȅǎƛǎ ƻŦ CŜǊŘƛƴŀƴŘ aǳŜƭƭŜǊΩǎ ōƻǘŀƴƛŎŀƭ ŜȄǇŜŘƛǘƛƻƴǎ όŎƘŀǇǘŜǊ мύ 

that by early 1853 stockmen at Glenmore and Degamero were already familiar with the snow 

country to the south, as one of them guided Mueller across to Mt Buller. 

 

The Glenmore run became notorious in the 1870s, not for its grazing operations but its association 

with bushranging. Between 1864 and 1878 Glenmore was licensed by the maternal grandfather 

όWŀƳŜǎ vǳƛƴƴύ ŀƴŘ ǳƴŎƭŜǎ ƻŦ ōǳǎƘǊŀƴƎŜǊ bŜŘ YŜƭƭȅΦ !ƴŘ ōŜŦƻǊŜ bŜŘ ōŜŎŀƳŜ ŀ ŦǳƎƛǘƛǾŜ ǘƘŜ vǳƛƴƴΩǎ 

had also supported gentleman bushranger Harry Power, who regularly camped out on Glenmore. 

Though Glenmore encompassed and had easy access to the Tomahawk, No.3, and Razorback snow 

ŎƻǳƴǘǊȅΣ ǿƘƛŎƘ ƛƴ ǘǳǊƴ ƎŀǾŜ Ŝŀǎȅ ŀŎŎŜǎǎ ǘƻ aǘ {ǘƛǊƭƛƴƎ ŀƴŘ aǘ .ǳƭƭŜǊΣ LΩǾŜ ŦƻǳƴŘ ƴƻ ŜǾƛŘŜƴŎŜ of the 

vǳƛƴƴΩǎ ǘǳǊƴƛƴƎ ŎŀǘǘƭŜ ƻǳǘ ƻƴǘƻ ǘƘŜ ǘƻǇǎΤ ōǳǘ ǘƘŜȅ ǿŜǊŜ ŀǘ DƭŜƴƳƻǊŜ ŦƻǊ ƭƻƴƎ ŜƴƻǳƎƘ ǘƻ ƘŀǾŜ ŘƻƴŜ ƛǘ 



if they had built up a sufficiently large cattle herd. But when they sold out to William Lewis in or 

before 1876 /78 the capability was certainly there.  

 

²ƘƛƭŜ [ŜǿƛǎΩǎ ǘƛƳŜ ŀǘ DƭŜƴƳƻǊŜ ƛǎ ǊŜŎƻǊŘŜŘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǘŜƴŀƴŎȅ Řŀǘŀ ŀǎ WǳƴŜ муту ǘƻ муумΣ ƛƴ ŦŀŎǘ ƘŜ ǿŀǎ 

there earlier either as a sub-ǘŜƴŀƴǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ vǳƛƴƴΩǎΣ ƻǊ ŀǎ ƻǿƴŜǊ ǿƘƻǎŜ ǇŀǇŜǊ ǿƻǊƪ ǘƻƻƪ ǎƻƳŜ ȅŜŀǊǎ 

to complete. A Lands Department survey plan of Degamero run drawn in 187634 ǎƘƻǿǎ [ŜǿƛǎΩǎ 

stockyards on the west bank of the King River, opposite its junction with Stockyard Creek, which is at 

the southern end of Degamero, close to the snow country. In the same period William Lewis also 

licensed the adjoining Clonleigh snow country run, and the nearby Fruges bush run; and his brother 

John had East Buffalo.   

 
 

 

Notice of an auction to be held on 9th January 1877 published in the local newspaper35 provides 

further clues. At this auction grazing properties owned by Fredrick George Docker were up for sale, 

including Degamero and Clonleigh, which totalled 130,000 acres of Crown land and carried 1400 

head of cattle. Docker also held Mt Typho run which he sold separately in 1877. Things to notice 

ƛƴŎƭǳŘŜ 5ƻŎƪŜǊΩǎ ŎƻƳōƛƴŀǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ 5ŜƎŀƳŀǊƻ ŀƴŘ /ƭƻƴƭŜƛƎƘ ƛƴǘƻ ƻƴŜ ŦǳƴŎǘƛƻƴŀƭ ƎǊŀȊƛƴƎ ǳƴƛǘΣ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ 

large associated herd. With numbers like that it was feasible to stock the snow country, and in fact 

Clonleigh was predominantly a snow country run. Before Clonleigh was created as a separate run in 

1876 the land it embraced was almost certainly used by cattle from Degamero. It looks to me like 

the reason Clonleigh was created was to formalize a long standing use, because no sooner was the 

Ǌǳƴ ŎǊŜŀǘŜŘ όмκфκмутсύ ŀƴŘ ƭƛŎŜƴǎŜŘ ƛƴ 5ƻŎƪŜǊΩǎ ƴŀƳŜΣ ƛǘ ǿŀǎ ŀŘǾŜǊǘƛǎŜŘ ōȅ 5ƻŎƪŜǊ ŦƻǊ ǎŀƭŜ 

(14/12/1876). In my opinion this all points to the likelihood that Docker had been turning cattle out 

onto the Clonleigh snow country during his tenure of Degamero which began in 1872. And if he was 

using that snow country it seems possible to me that he was also doing the same at the adjoining Mt 

Typho run which encompassed the more extensive Mt Cobbler high plateau.  

 
34 Lands Department Run Plan 138, Degamero, 1876 (SLV) 
35 Ovens and Murray Advertiser, Thu 14 Dec 1876, Page 3, Advertising 



 

At the auction on 9/1/1877 Clonleigh was purchased by William Lewis and thus combined with 

Glenmore to give him and his brother grazing rights to most of the snow country along the King / 

5ŜƭŀǘƛǘŜ ǊƛǾŜǊǎ ŘƛǾƛŘŜΦ ¢ƘŜ ǘŜƴŀƴŎȅ Řŀǘŀ ǎǳƎƎŜǎǘǎ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜ [ŜǿƛǎΩs occupation of this area was pretty 

fleeting ς only a few years. However, as is evident from the Degamero run plan (previously 

mentioned) William Lewis was established at Glenmore station by 1876 ς no doubt earlier. So it 

ƭƻƻƪǎ ƭƛƪŜ ǘƘŜ [ŜǿƛǎΩǎ ǿŜǊŜ ƛƴ ŀ Ǉosition to be using the snow country on the King / Delatite divide for 

at least five years. They may have been there a lot longer, but as I was unable to locate the tenure 

records for this locality during the 1880s there remains a lot of uncertainty. 

 

Oral history records that Joseph Lewis, the son of John, was grazing cattle on Mt Cobbler and the 

upper King and upper Rose rivers in the 1880s, in co-operation with fellow Moyhu resident John 

Evans.36 The Evans family were licensees of the Whitefield pastoral run, lower down the King River, 

from as early as 1853 till 1885. This association should be kept in mind when researching the grazing 

history of this region. 

 

The Lewis family, and others, believed that Jo Lewis was the first grazier to use the Cobbler 

plateau.37 This may be true. From what I can tell he was amongst the first to do so regularly. But as 

previously indicated, Fred Docker, the former licensee of Mt Typho pastoral run certainly had the 

right and the capacity to do so a few years earlier. 

 

!ŎŎƻǊŘƛƴƎ ǘƻ Ƴȅ ƛƴŦƻǊƳŀƴǘΣ wŜƎ [ŜǿƛǎΣ Ƙƛǎ ǳƴŎƭŜ Wƻ [ŜǿƛǎΩǎ ōǳǎƛƴŜǎǎ ǿŀǎ ōǳȅƛƴƎ ǎǘƻǊŜ ŎŀǘǘƭŜΣ ƎǊƻǿƛƴƎ 

them in the bush, then fattening them at his property at Moyhu.  New stock were bought in spring 

and put straight onto the run. The route to the tops was over Wild Horse Gap then via a cattle track 

through to Cobbler.  Steers were wintered in the lower reaches of the run; others were wintered on 

the paddocks at Moyhu & fattened there in May before sale. Reg believed that Jo Lewis had the Mt 

Cobbler run for about 30 years & worked with John ? Evans for most of that time, just the 2 of them. 

However, if Jo Lewis was born in 1868 it seems to me that the earliest he could have started at 

Cobbler would be the mid 1880s, and then he was finished with it by 1902. So a 15-year tenancy 

seems more likely. The tenancy data I have for Mt Cobbler from 1887 through to 1900 is very sparse. 

A section 21 lease was issued to a Peter Sim in 1887, but was forfeited 12 months later. The next 

record I have is a grazing licence being issued to Frank Power of Delatite, in September 1901 and 

carried through till June 1903. Thereafter, till 1915 it was licensed to George and W Frank Lovick of 

Merrijig, who used the run in much the same way as Lewis, buying store cattle in spring and putting 

them into the snow country for summer, and wintering them at the head of the King River.  

I found few tenancy records for the King ς Delatite divide for the 1880s and 1890sΦ ¢Ƙŀǘ ŘƻŜǎƴΩǘ 

mean there was no action, but simply that the records were either lost, destroyed, misfiled or simply 

not in the places I looked. I suspect part of the reason for the difficulty was that much of this area 

was dedicated as Reserved Forest in 1908 and then administered by the newly created Forests 

Department. Lands Department grazing licence files would then have been either closed and put 

into storage, or given over to the Forests Department in which case they may have fallen foul of that 

5ŜǇŀǊǘƳŜƴǘΩǎ ƭŀǘŜǊ paper record culling practices.  

 

Nevertheless, gazetted licence renewal lists for the late 1890s show that a good part of the divide 

was tenanted to graziers residing to the north, at Moyhu and the King River valley. I have already 

 
36 Appendix F, Interview with Reg Lewis 
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discussed the activities of the Lewis and Evans families in the 1870s and 80s. From 1/1/1896 Mt 

Stirling, the Razorback and nearby snow country was licensed to H E Holmes about whom I know 

very little, other than that he resided lower down the King River. This 30,000 acre run was later 

(1901) licensed to the well know J Crosbie H Graves of Mt Battery station near Mansfield. Oral 

history suggests Graves was already using this area some years earlier, no doubt by agreement with 

Holmes.  

 

¢ƘŜ DǊŀǾŜǎΩ ǿŜǊŜ ŀ ǇǊƻƳƛƴŜƴǘ ŦŀƳƛƭȅ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ aŀƴǎŦƛŜƭŘ ŘƛǎǘǊƛŎǘ ŀƴŘ ǇƭŜƴǘȅ ƛǎ ƪƴƻǿƴ ŀōƻǳǘ /ǊƻǎōƛŜ 

DǊŀǾŜǎΩ ǳǎŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ YƛƴƎ ς Delatite divide. Gazetted licence renewal notices show him to have held 

the Razorback run from 1901 to his death in 1918. The oral history is rich in detail of how he used it. 

 

Graves was out there in 1898 because that year there was a fire & he lost a lot of stock.  Tom 

McLough was looking after them.  Tom cut the track from No.3 to the King (river) before 

мфлл ϧ ǘƻƻƪ ŎŀǘǘƭŜ ŘƻǿƴΣ ŜƛǘƘŜǊ Řƻǿƴ /ƘŀǊƭƛŜΩǎ wƻŎƪ {ǇǳǊ ƻǊ {ŎǊǳō {ǇǳǊ ƻƴǘƻ tƛƴŜŀǇǇƭŜ CƭŀǘΦ  

Tom McLough was the first one down there; Graves had paddocks at Buttercup.38 

 

4 ς 5 men lived at Buttercup.  Jim Bullock was one of the main ones, & also there was Sam 

Christopher, Tom McLough & sometimes Jim Dundas ς all good men & good bushmen.  Bill 

Bullock pioneered the job;39 he had been in the locality his whole life & had previously 

worked for Dr Rowe at Mt Battery.  Later Jim, Alf & Fred Ross went out to help.40 

 

JCH Graves was the first (Mansfield) grazier into these mountains ς he went on this end 

around No.3, Razorback & Stirling before 1900. Graves was nearly wiped out by fires in 1898 

ς fires which burnt through to Gippsland. He used the mountains for summer grazing & 

wintered stock at Mt Battery.  He cut a track from No.3 into the King river valley.  He had Red 

tƻƭƭǎΦ  .ŜŦƻǊŜ муфу ƘŜ ǿŜƴǘ ƻǳǘ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ bƛƳƳƻΩǎ DŀǇΦ  IŜ ǘƻƻƪ ƻǳǘ олл ς 400 head for the 

summer.  He taught the cattle to come to the sound of a cracking whip for salt.41 

 

Graves took to the hills in summer.  Tom McLough worked for him, as did the 4 Bullock 

brothers, Jim, Harry, Jack & Bill.  They camped in a hut at No.3 and had 100 acres at 

Buttercup for mustering.42   

/ǊƻǎōƛŜ DǊŀǾŜǎ ǿŀǎ ŀ ŘƻƳƛƴŜŜǊƛƴƎ ǇŜǊǎƻƴΤ ƘŜ ŘƛŘƴΩǘ ƭƛƪŜ ƻǘƘŜǊ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ ǳǎƛƴƎ Ƙƛǎ ǊǳƴǎΤ ŀƴŘ ƘŜ 

ƘŀŘ ǘƘŜ ōƛƎƎŜǎǘ ǎƭƛŎŜ ƻŦ ƭŜŀǎŜƘƻƭŘ ƭŀƴŘΦ  IŜ ŀƭǎƻ ŘƛŘƴΩǘ ƭƛƪŜ ƻǘƘŜǊ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ ƘŀǾƛƴƎ ǊŜŘ ǇƻƭƭǎΦ  Iƛǎ 

bush run was from No.3 to the King River; and he set up a number of fences.43 

 

There were lots of fights in the bush when Graves were there.44 

 

Crosbie Graves died 1914/15 ς was connected with the Ned Kelly inquiry.  He had red polls in 

the bush. Before 1914 Ted Lamb built the Razorback hut for Graves; chock & log.  And 

another hut on No.3.45 

 
38 Appendix F, Interview with Jack and Irene Klingsporn, 1977 
39 The same Bill Bullock that guided government botanist Ferdinand Mueller to Mt Buller in 1853. 
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Graves had red polls.   Cattle were mated on Mt Battery station & taken to the hills around 

late December and were left there till the snow came.  He may have had 1000 head out 

there.  In those days there were 5 or 6 men employed at Mt Battery, and 2 rabbiters.  At 

mustering time, they got a few extra men who knew the hills.  They lived out there on 

damper, spuds and corned beef.  Those involved were the Bullock brothers, Jim Dundas, Tom 

McLough and the 3 Graves boys (Jack, Harvey, Lewis (Bob)).  Lewis Graves lived below the old 

ǎǘŀǘƛƻƴΤ ƘŀŘ ōƭŀŎƪ ǇƻƭƭǎΦ  IŜ ŘƛŘƴΩǘ Ǌǳƴ ŎŀǘǘƭŜ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ Ƙƛƭƭǎ ŀŦǘŜǊ /ǊƻǎōƛŜ ŘƛŜŘΦ  46 

 

Crosbie Graves spent 15 years in the bush & first went out during a drought, according to a 

rabbit inspector.  He had a Red Poll stud.  The first time he went out he went through Tolmie 

and around Evans Creek & from there followed a spur up to Tomahawk and also a spur to the 

top of No.3 and Horse Shoe Bend.  In 1902 he had 500 ς 600 head in the bush.  Bill Bullock 

went out with him.  Possibly that year or a few years later he had horses & cattle burnt out 

there.  Later he bought a paddock at Buttercup calleŘ ¸ƻǳƴƎΩǎ όŀŦǘŜǊ !ƭōŜǊǘ ¸ƻǳƴƎύ ŀƴŘ Ǌŀƴ 

from there for years.  Stock were put out from Mt Battery station.47   

 

After having first used the tops Graves put in the Zig Zag track from Buttercup to No.3, and 

also put a hut and horse paddock at the top of the Zig Zag.   The hut was built in about 1906.  

Once Crosbie Graves got out there he realized its value and did plenty of work there.  He cut 

tracks through thick snow gum to clearer country, and put in a trough at a spring.48 

 

Crosbie G died about 1918 & after that his estate ran stock in the hills for a few years.  CG 

was a nice bloke & liked children, but he had a bad temper & liked a drop of liquor.  He 

always carried whiskey with him.   

IǳƎƘ wƻǎǎ όWƛƳ wƻǎǎΩǎ ŦŀǘƘŜǊύ Ǌŀƴ ŎŀǘǘƭŜ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ōǳǎƘ ƛƴ ŎƻƴƧǳƴŎǘƛƻƴ ǿƛǘƘ /ǊƻǎōƛŜ DǊŀǾŜǎΦ  IŜ 

Ƴŀȅ ƘŀǾŜ ƎƻƴŜ ƛƴ ǿƛǘƘ /D ōŜŦƻǊŜ мфлнΣ ōǳǘ ŀŦǘŜǊ wƻǎǎΩǎ ōƻǳƎƘǘ ǘƘŜ ΨhǾŜǊōȅΩ ǇǊƻǇŜǊǘȅ ŀǘ 

aŜǊǊƛƧƛƎ ǘƘŜ ŎŀǘǘƭŜ ǿŜƴǘ ƻǳǘ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ Ƙƛƭƭǎ ǘƘŜƳǎŜƭǾŜǎ ŀǎ ǘƘŜ ǇŀŘŘƻŎƪǎ ǿŜǊŜƴΩǘ well fenced, & 

IǳƎƘ wƻǎǎ ŦƻƭƭƻǿŜŘ ǘƘŜƳ ƻǳǘ ϧ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜƴ ƻƴ Ǉǳǘ ǘƘŜƳ ƻǳǘΦ  Lƴ ǘƘŜ ŜŀǊƭȅ Řŀȅǎ ǘƘŜǊŜ ǿŀǎƴΩǘ ŀ 

ŘƛƴƎƻ ǇǊƻōƭŜƳ ϧ ŦƻǊ ŀ ŦŜǿ ȅŜŀǊǎ wƻǎǎΩǎ Ǌŀƴ ǎƘŜŜǇΤ ƻƴŜ ȅŜŀǊ ǘƘŜȅ Ǉǳǘ ƻǳǘ нллл ǎƘŜŜǇΦ49 

 

Though the King ς Delatite divide had been frequented by pastoralists since the 1870s, and probably 

much earlier, it seems Crosbie Graves was one of the earliest on the Mansfield side to pursue a 

serious and long term interest. One informant raised with me the possibility that Samuel Daniels, 

holder of the Changue pastoral run in the 1850s and 1860s had pioneered the grazing of this snow 

country. That is certainly a possibility as his run covered the Merrijig locality and its northern 

boundary was the Delatite ς Broken rivers watershed, which gives direct access to the snow country 

at No.3 and the Razorback. 

 

However, most early grazing activity seems to have come from King River settlements, and 

Mansfield graziers seem not to have become significantly involved till the late 1890s. Crosbie Graves 

initiatives and experiences clearly impressed his neighbours to the extent that the grazing history of 
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47 Appendix F, Interview with Fred Ross, 1977 
48 Appendix F, Interview with Fred Ross, 1977 
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the King ς Delatite divide thereafter was largely monopolized by Mansfield graziers, and in fact they 

continue to turn out cattle into this area each summer. 

 

In the early days the Mansfield district was a rough and tumble place. Not only did it host the Kelly 

outbreak in the late 1870s, which culminated in the bushranging exploits of Ned Kelly, but 

throughout the 1880s right through to the 1920s and Ψ30s there was a lawless undercurrent rooted 

in the austere lives of many small farmers and farm labourers. Of course, grinding poverty was 

common place throughout the Victorian countryside in this era as families were frequently very 

large and farming allotments were often just too small to adequately support them.  The owners of 

ǘƘŜ ƭŀǊƎŜ ǇŀǎǘƻǊŀƭ ǎǘŀǘƛƻƴǎ ŀǊƻǳƴŘ aŀƴǎŦƛŜƭŘ ŘƛŘ ǾŜǊȅ ƴƛŎŜƭȅΣ ōǳǘ ǘƘŜ ǎŀƳŜ ŎƻǳƭŘƴΩǘ ōŜ ǎŀƛŘ ŦƻǊ Ƴŀƴȅ 

of the land selectors situated close to or within the mountains. Sometimes these small operators 

were in direct competition with the station owners for bush grazing opportunities. 

 

Crosbie Graves was one of the more affluent pastoralists, yet he strove to protect his bush runs from 

trespass by neighbouring graziers. Hence the many fights that were reported to have broken out on 

his run from time to time. He had stock hands regularly patrolling boundaries; he even constructed a 

fence to prevent livestock from the adjoining Mt Buller run straying out to Mt Stirling. And although 

ƘŜ ǿŀǎ ŀ ǊŜŘ Ǉƻƭƭ ŜƴǘƘǳǎƛŀǎǘΣ ƘŜ ŘƛŘƴΩǘ ǿŀƴǘ ƻǘƘŜǊ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ŘƛǎǘǊƛŎǘ ǎǘƻŎƪƛƴƎ ǘƘƛǎ ŘƛǎǘƛƴŎǘƛǾŜ 

breed as that would have made it easier for cattle thieves to steal from him; and harder for his 

stockmen to police the snow country bush run.  

 



 
 

  

 

 



!ŦǘŜǊ Ƙƛǎ ŘŜŀǘƘΣ /ǊƻǎōƛŜ DǊŀǾŜǎ ǎƻƴΣ [Ŝǿƛǎ ό.ƻōύ DǊŀǾŜǎ ŎƻƴǘƛƴǳŜŘ ǿƛǘƘ Ƙƛǎ ŦŀǘƘŜǊΩǎ ǎƴƻǿ ŎƻǳƴǘǊȅ Ǌǳƴ 

ǘƛƭƭ мфннΦ .ǳǘ ƘŜ ǿŀǎƴΩǘ ƪŜŜƴ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ƭƛŦŜ ǎǘȅƭŜΦ Lƴ мфнс ƘŜ ŀŎǉǳƛǊŜŘ ŀ ǇŀǊǘ ǎƘŀǊŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ aǘ /ƻōōƭŜǊ Ǌǳƴ 

ǿƛǘƘ WŀŎƪ aŎ[ŜƻŘΣ ŀ ΨŎƻƭƻǳǊŦǳƭ ŎƘŀǊŀŎǘŜǊΩ ǿƘƻ ƛǎ ǊŜmembered for his cavalier treatment of cattle and 

use of firearms. 

 

Jack McLeod and Bob Graves were in partnership in the runs.  They bought stock & put them 

ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ǊǳƴǎΦ  hƴƭȅ ƳǳŎƘ ƭŀǘŜǊΣ ƛƴ мфплΩǎΣ ŘƛŘ .ƻō DǊŀǾŜǎ ǎǘŀǊǘ ōǊŜŜŘƛƴƎΦ  IŜ ƎŀǾŜ ǳǇ ŎŀǘǘƭŜ ƛƴ 

the mountains after 1928; he lost plenty50 

McLeod bought 6 ς 7 year old bullocks that had been bred in Queensland; that was 1925/6; 

he carried a pistol & rifle.  After that experience he bought cattle locally.51 

Jack McLeod was (with Bob Graves) out on King & Cobbler.  He put 1400 head on Mt Cobbler 

during a drought; most died as they were not suitable for the cold bush.  

WƛƳ ϧ .ƛƭƭ .ǳƭƭƻŎƪ ǿƻǊƪŜŘ ŦƻǊ aŎ[ŜƻŘΦ  ¢ƘŜǊŜ ǿŀǎ ŀ ŎƻǳǊǘ ŎŀǎŜ ŀǊƻǳƴŘ ǘƘŜ мфплΩǎ ŀōƻǳǘ 

branding and re-branding of cattle.  McLeod always carried a gun.   In later years there was a 

fire on a [power] ǇƻƭŜ ƛƴ ƻƴŜ ƻŦ aŎ[ŜƻŘΩǎ ǇŀŘŘƻŎƪǎΦ  {ƻƳŜƻƴŜ ǊŜǇƻǊǘŜŘ ƛǘ ϧ {9/ ǿƻǊƪŜǊǎ 

came out to inspect.   Jack McLeod saw them & got out his gun & made them walk with their 

hands up to the house.  McLeod may have had a mental condition52 

McLeod had the run from No.3 out to Mt Cobbler.  He was a dealer & he ran anything. He 

ƛƴƘŜǊƛǘŜŘ Ƙƛǎ ŦŀǘƘŜǊΩǎ ŦŀǊƳ ŀǘ .ŀǊǿƛǘŜΣ ϧ ǘƘŜ ōǳǎƘ Ǌǳƴ ǿŀǎ ŀ ǎƛŘŜ ƭƛƴŜΦ  IŜ ŘƛŘƴΩǘ ƘŀǾŜ ƳǳŎƘ ƻŦ 

ŀƴ ƛŘŜŀΤ ƘŜ ōƻǳƎƘǘ ǎƻƳŜ vǳŜŜƴǎƭŀƴŘ ǎǘƻŎƪΣ ōƛƎ ǎǘǳŦŦΣ ōǳǘ ŘƛŘƴΩǘ Řƻ ƳǳŎƘ Ǝood; he lost a 

large % of them; this was around 1926, the year of the fires.  The runs were a sideline for 

most graziers who had them.53 

Around 1928 Jack McLeod had the Cobbler run.  He bought a mob of Queensland cattle to go 

on Cobbler; probably bought the mob at Wodonga; went in to Cobbler over Scrubbers Spur to 

the upper King River from Buttercup, going up the river.  McLeod always carried a revolver 

(just like the early squatters were always armed).  All the way up the King River he would 

ǎƘƻƻǘ ŀ ōǳƭƭƻŎƪ ƛŦ ƛǘ ōǊƻƪŜ ƻǳǘ ƻŦ ƭƛƴŜΤ ƘŜ ǿƻǳƭŘ ŜǾŜƴ ǎƘƻƻǘ Ƙƛǎ ŘƻƎǎ ƛŦ ǘƘŜȅ ŘƛŘƴΩǘ ōŜƘŀǾŜΤ 

some of the bullocks got bogged in the Cobbler swamp, & he shot them too.  The stock were 

only put up for the summer, & he probably collected clean skins along the way.  McLeod was 

ƪƴƻǿƴ ǘƻ ƎŜǘ ƳŜŀǘ ōȅ ƪƛƭƭƛƴƎ ƻǘƘŜǊ ǇŜƻǇƭŜΩǎ ǎǘƻŎƪΦ  ²ƘŜƴ ƘŜ ōǊƻǳƎƘǘ ǘƘŜ ŎŀǘǘƭŜ ƻŦŦ /ƻōōƭŜǊ ƘŜ 

sold them at Mansfield.  However, he lost heavily on this deal.  McLeod always had a bottle 

of whiskey with him & used to get into trouble when drunk; he had a dispute with someone 

who threatened to kill him, & after that he always carried the pistol.  McLeod did no good in 

the bush because he was impatient.  He used Cobbler mainly for dealers, and also wintered a 

lot on the King River.  After the 1926 fires he wintered more than 1000 head on the King 

River.54   

 

Mt Buller 

 

Mt Buller rises majestically at the head of the Delatite River, only a short distance from the tiny 

township of Merrijig. Pioneering identity Bill Bullock snr guided the Government Botanist Ferdinand 

Mueller from the King River valley across to Mt Buller in January / February 1853 so we know for a 

fact that pastoralists had visited Buller by that time at the very latest.  
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The closest of the early squatting runs was Loyola (estb. 1839), which was the home station of the 

Hunter brothers who are known to have explored cross mountain routes to Gippsland in the 1840s 

(see chapter 1).  The adjacent Delatite run was formed in 1844 and from 1853 till the 1870s Loyola 

and Delatite were run together as a single grazing operation. In 1856 these stations were reported to 

be carrying 24,000 sheep;55 in 1861 the number was 28,000. This was a big pastoral operation. 

 

Mt Buller may have been of interest to nearby sheep graziers because of its close proximity and its 

large bald top which gave long lines of sight - important for successful shepherding. While I have 

found no evidence in the tenure records or local oral history of any grazing on Buller before the 

1890s, it is unlikely that such a close and highly visible mountain top would have escaped the 

attention of graziers for so long. 

 

The earliest tenancy record I have is for 1/6/1897 ς 1899, when 21,000 acres, being parts of 

Wonnangatta county pastoral allotments G & H, were licensed to Henry Ricketson. Ricketson was a 

large pastoral operator who had an interest in the export of frozen meat.56 He was said to be one of 

the largest station owners in Australia, with properties in Queensland, NSW and Victoria,57 including 

Delatite station, in the Mansfield district58 and Buchan station in Gippsland. At one time he 

partnered with celebrated pastoral identity James Tyson, buying mobs of cattle in Queensland and 

droving them to Melbourne.59  He resided in Melbourne, but his home station was known to be 

Cornalla Station near Deniliquin, in NSW Riverina district.60  

 

Ricketson purchased Delatite in 1889 after having obtained it on lease some years earlier.61  Delatite 

station reportedly carried 32,000 sheep and 500 cattle in 1892.62 At that time the sheep were all 

ōǊŜŘ ŀǘ 5ŜƭŀǘƛǘŜΣ ǿƘŜǊŜŀǎ ǘƘŜ ŎŀǘǘƭŜ ǿŜǊŜ ǎǘƻǊŜǎ ŦǊƻƳ wƛŎƪŜǘǎƻƴΩǎ b{² ŀƴŘ vǳŜŜƴǎƭŀƴŘ ǎǘŀǘƛƻƴǎΦ 

5ŜƭŀǘƛǘŜ ǿŀǎ ŘŜǎŎǊƛōŜŘ ŀǎ ŀ ǎŀŦŜǘȅ ǾŀƭǾŜ ŦƻǊ wƛŎƪŜǘǎƻƴΩǎ b{² ŀƴŘ vǳŜŜƴǎƭŀƴŘ ǎǘŀǘƛƻƴǎ ς a place 

where he took stock for relief grazing in dry years.63 In the 1897 drought he brought many thousands 

of sheep to Victoria in specially chartered trains and turned them out onto Crown lands ς evidently 

including Mt Buller, and possibly also Howitt plain - that he rented at very cheap rates. He lost 

thousands of sheep in the ranges, but is said to also have saved thousands. Delatite was a central 

point from which sheep were distributed, and after the drought the remaining flock was returned to 

NSW.  

 

 
55 Government Gazette 1856 p 742 
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58 The Argus, Fri 20 Jan 1939, Page 3, MR. F. W. RICKETSON 
59 The Australasian, Sat 12 Jan 1901, Page 9, A RIVERINA PIONEER. 
60 The Macleay Chronicle, Thu 8 May 1902, Page 4, Estate of Henry Ricketson. 
61 The Sydney Mail and New South Wales Advertiser, Sat 6 Jul 1889, Page 47, Deniliquin. 
62 Leader, Sat 26 Nov 1892, Page 6, DELATITE. 
63 The Australasian, Sat 18 Jan 1941, Page 31, FAMOUS PASTORAL PROPERTIES: Delatite, Surrounded by 
Mountains, is Famous for Sheep and Hereford Cattle 



 
 

 

In May 1886 Ricketson sent over 10,000 sheep to Delatite from Barratta station in NSW.64 

 

This information suggests that Ricketson was periodically using Delatite station, and Mt Buller, for 

drought relief grazing on a large scale from at least the mid 1880s. And it seems likely to me that the 

notion of leasing Delatite originally appealed to him precisely because the station was already 

known as a centre of expertise for mountain bush grazing ς  previous proprietors of Delatite had 

probably also sent sheep tƻ .ǳƭƭŜǊ ƛƴ ŘǊȅ ǎǳƳƳŜǊǎ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ǎǘŀǘƛƻƴΩǎ ǊŜƎǳƭŀǊ ǎǘŀŦŦ ƘŀŘ ǘƘŜ ǊŜǉǳƛǎƛǘŜ 

skills and experience. 

 

Ricketson died in 1900, and the new owner of Delatite station was Geoff Ritchie who 14 years later 

bought into the famous Wonnangatta cattle station. But the licence for the Mt Buller run did not 

remain with Delatite station and was instead acquired in 1899 by a small local farming family headed 

by German born Franz Klingsporn who used it every year until 1919 for both sheep and cattle.  

 
64 The Riverine Herald, Sat 22 May 1886, Page 2, STOCK CROSSINGS 



 

There is plenty of local oral history covering the bush grazing activities of the Klingsporns. 

 

Jack Klingsporn snr was born at Woods Point; his father (Franz) came from Germany & after 

farming at Woods Point selected at Merrijig.  Jack Snr had the run from Mt Stirling to No.3.  

Franz ran horses, sheep & cattle in the bush ς at Buller & Buttercup ς no-one else was 

interested in the bush runs in those days.  Franz cut a track onto Mt Buller and another on to 

Mt Stirling.  He ran sheep on the top of Buller in the early days.  The sons minded the sheep.  

The sheep were also turned out and not minded from ǘƛƳŜ ǘƻ ǘƛƳŜ ŀǎ ǘƘŜǊŜ ǿŀǎƴΩǘ ŀ ŘƛƴƎƻ 

problem then.65   

 

Franz Julious Klingsporn had the run from Mt Buller to No.3.  He came with his 2 eldest boys 

to Merrijig in 1887 & built a wattle & daub hut (when JK snr was just 10 yo).  They brought 

cattle ahead of them & shoved them into the hills.  When Jack Klingsporn b 1877, & Frank K b 

1873, and Bob K ς came to Merrijig from Woods Point, they brought with them cows & pigs.   

When they first came from Woods Point the kangaroos were that thick you could hit them 

with sticks; the country was magnificent carrying clover & grass & being very open; not much 

scrub.  Family originally arrived at Woods Point in 1860. 

Jack snr & Frank were the first to put stock on Mt Buller.  They put cattle up Buller Creek and 

ǳǇ ǘƘŜ Ƴƻǳƴǘŀƛƴ ǎƛŘŜǎ ƛƴ ǎǳƳƳŜǊΦ  ¢ƘŜȅ ǇǊƻōŀōƭȅ ŘƛŘƴΩǘ Ǉǳǘ ǎǘƻŎƪ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ǘƻǇǎ ǘƛƭƭ ǘƘŜ муфлΩǎΦ  

By that time they were having a lot of cattle.  Dad & Frank walked out onto Buller from Buller 

/ǊŜŜƪ όŘƛŘƴΩǘ ƘŀǾŜ Ƴŀƴȅ ƘƻǊǎŜǎύΤ ǘƘŜȅ ǿŜƴǘ ŜȄǇƭƻǊƛƴƎ ϧ Ǝƻǘ ƻǳǘ ƻƴǘƻ .ǳƭƭŜǊΦ  ¢ƘŜ ǎƴƻǿ ƎǊŀǎǎ 

on Mt Buller was a real picture to look at.  Then they had to find a track for stock up to the 

mount.  They ended up going up Horse Hill & later opened a track up Buller Creek; they 

walked up with cattle & thought they would take a short cut, & found the other route.  They 

ran sheep & cattle on Mt Buller till 1919.  

Lƴ муфн WŀŎƪ ²ŀǊŜ ǎǘŀǊǘŜŘ ǎƘŜǇƘŜǊŘƛƴƎ ŦƻǊ YΩǎ ŀǎ ŀ мл ƻǊ мм ȅŜŀǊ ƻƭŘΦ  !ƴŘ ǿƘŜƴ ƘŜ ǿŀǎ 

about 16 yo he went with Frank K et al onto Mt Buller. 

Sheep were finished on Mt Buller when the Forests Department came into it.  Bob K had 

sheep on the Long Spur on Buller till just before 1945.  But sheep were never on the very top 

of Buller; only cattle were there.  The Mt Buller run went out to the gap between Buller & Mt 

Stirling.  GravesΩ Ǌǳƴ ƳŜǘ YƭƛƴƎǎǇƻǊƴǎ ƘŜǊŜΦ  DǊŀǾŜǎ Ǉǳǘ ǳǇ ŀ ǿƛǊŜ ŦŜƴŎŜ ǘƻ ǎǘƻǇ YΩǎ ǎǘƻŎƪ 

getting on to his run & every winter the wires broke & had to be repaired. 66   

 

At one time Klingsporns ran around 5000 sheep between Stirling and Buller67  

 

Jack Ware worked for Klingsporns for years, on Mt Buller minding sheep.  He started when he 

was about 16 years old.  He used to stay up on Mt Buller with sheep all summer and was paid 

мл ǎƘƛƭƭƛƴƎǎ ǇŜǊ ǿŜŜƪΦ  ¢Ƙƛǎ ǿŀǎ ŀǊƻǳƴŘ мфлсΦ  LŦ ǎƘŜŜǇ ǿŜǊŜƴΩǘ ƳƛƴŘŜŘ ǘhey would wander 

away & get split up & vulnerable to attack by dingoes.  His duties were to keep the flock 

ǘƻƎŜǘƘŜǊΣ ϧ ƪƴƻǿ ǿƘŜǊŜ ǘƘŜȅ ǿŜǊŜΦ 9ǾŜƴǘǳŀƭƭȅ ǘƘŜ ŘƻƎǎ Ǝƻǘ ǎƻ ōŀŘ ǘƘŀǘ YΩǎ ƎŀǾŜ ǳǇ ƎǊŀȊƛƴƎ 

sheep on the tops.  When Jack Ware was shepherding for Klingsporns (uncles) the sheep 

were all over Buller.  Their cabin was near where the public toilets now are.  Sheep were on 

the top of the range right out to Stirling.  His uncles also had cattle out around Mt Stirling.  

 
65 Appendix F, Interview with Mrs Kelly (nee Klingsporn), 1977 
66 Appendix F, Interview with Jack and Irena Klingsporn, 1977 
67 Appendix F, Interview with Jack McCormack, 1977 



JW helped them muster cattle in autumn; came down the Round Hill.  Klingsporns took their 

cattle into the Howqua valley for winter68 

 

Lƴ ŀŘŘƛǘƛƻƴ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ aǘ .ǳƭƭŜǊ Ǌǳƴ ǘƘŜ YƭƛƴƎǎǇƻǊƴΩǎ ŀƭǎƻ ǎƘŀǊŜŘ YƛƴƎ .ƛƭƭȅ ǿƛǘƘ WŀŎƪ ²ŀǊŜ ǎƴǊ όмфлф-

1935) and licensed the King River headwaters (<1913-1919). During the war years they were by far 

the largest snow country graziers on the Mansfield side. But ǘƘŜƛǊ ŦƻǊǘǳƴŜ ǿŀǎƴΩǘ ǘƻ ƭŀǎǘΦ 

 

¢ƘŜ YƭƛƴƎǎǇƻǊƴΩǎ ǿŜǊŜ ǘƘǊƻǿƴ ƻŦŦ aǘ .ǳƭƭŜǊ ōȅ ǘƘŜ CƻǊŜǎǘǎ 5ŜǇŀǊǘƳŜƴǘ ƛƴ мфмфΣ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ Ǌǳƴ ōŜƛƴƎ 

given over to Jack Lovick snr, who had just returned from war service in Europe.  It is hard to escape 

ǘƘŜ ŎƻƴŎƭǳǎƛƻƴ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜ YƭƛƴƎǎǇƻǊƴΩǎ ǿŜǊŜ ǘƘŜ ǾƛŎǘƛƳǎ ƻŦ blatant government sanctioned racial 

discrimination. They were a German family which had not participated in the war effort; in contrast 

Lovick was of Anglo descent and saw active service. The issue seems to have created tension in the 

local community which remained evident when I was conducting interviews in the 1970s ς see 

transcripts of interviews at Appendix F. They also lost the licence for King River headwaters (Delatite 

grazing block 13B) to Jack Bullock, another returned serviceman. However, as they were friendly 

with Bullock they were able to share it with him for four or five years, and after Bob Graves finished 

with the Razorback run in 1922 they established a long term presence there, in the company of a 

handful of other local graziers. 

 

Jack Lovick snr held the Buller run till 1948, and for the next 10 years the run was used by his 

nephew Jack Lovick jnr. Grazing at Mt Buller was cancelled by the Forests Department in 1958, and 

after that Lovick was allocated the King Billy run. 

 

The following map shows Pastoral Allotments created under the 1884 Land Act. Things to note are 

the orange line, which is, in my opinion, the probable route taken by Ferdinand Mueller on his 1853 

ŜȄǇŜŘƛǘƛƻƴ ǘƻ aǘ .ǳƭƭŜǊΤ ǘƘŜ ǎƻǳǘƘŜǊƴ ǇƻǊǘƛƻƴǎ ƻŦ t!Ωǎ v ŀƴŘ wмΣ ǿƘƛŎƘ ǿŀǎ ǘƘŜ олΣллл ŀŎǊŜǎ ǊŜƴǘŜŘ 

by H E Holme in 1896 then passed to Crosbie Graves in 1901; and the convergence of three pastoral 

ŀƭƭƻǘƳŜƴǘǎ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ ǎǳƳƳƛǘ ƻŦ aǘ .ǳƭƭŜǊ όt!Ωǎ DΣ I ϧ LύΦ  
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1884 Land Act Pastoral Allotments in the Vicinity of Mt Buller 

 

 

Jamieson River Headwaters ς The Bluff, Great Dividing Range & Mt Skene 

 

The grazing history of the Jamieson River headwaters begins with the formation of the Howqua 

squatting run in 1845. Howqua was originally described only as lying between the Howqua and 

Goulburn rivers, leaving its southern and eastern boundaries unresolved ς see Run Plan 1285, below. 

However, in 1863 under the ownership of Charles Thomas, the run was subdivided into two, creating 

Goulburn Downs to the west, and Howqua Hills to the east. Howqua Hills encompassed the land 

between the south bank of the Howqua River and the north bank of the Jamieson River, running 

right up to the Great Dividing Range. South of the Jamieson River was Wattle Station, which was 

established in 1860. 

 



 
Lands Department Run Plan 1285, c.1860 (SLV) 

 

Iƻǿǉǳŀ Iƛƭƭǎ ǿŀǎ ŘŜŎƭŀǊŜŘ ōȅ ƻƴŜ ƻŦ Ƴȅ ƛƴŦƻǊƳŀƴǘǎ ǘƻ ƘŀǾŜ ōŜŜƴ Ψƴƻǘ ƳǳŎƘ ƻŦ ŀ ǊǳƴΩΦ69 

Indeed, it was predominantly steep and heavily forested land, with the best grazing opportunities 

being along the narrow river flats of the Howqua River, and also the more expansive snow country at 

The Bluff.  Wattle Station had a very similar geographical make-up. Nobody held either run for very 

long and often tenancies ended in financial heart-break. Charles Thomas himself was declared 

insolvent in 1867: 

 

NEW INSOLVENTS. 

 
69 Appendix F, Iinterview with Fred Ross, 1977 



Charles Thomas, now of Brighton, formerly of Howqua-hills Station, near Mansfield, settler. 

Causes of insolvency-Depreciation in the value of station property and real property, and 

from losses sustained by insolvent in consequence thereof. Liabilities, £19,222 18s. 8d; assets, 

£5,541; deficiency, £13,681 18s. 8d.70 

 

In 1888 Howqua Hills, now known as Seaforth Station, and comprising 42,000 acres which included 

an 18,000-acre s. 21 lease (Wonnangatta P.A. F), was acquired by William Hynam. The run then 

carried 400 head of cattle.71  Hynam fortuitously left some diary notes that described how the 

station was used.  In September 1888 he was driving cattle to Ψthe tablelandΩ όǇǊƻōŀōƭȅ ǘƘŜ .ƭǳŦŦύΣ 

and he was also taking delivery of 9000 sheep, & growing potatoes.  But by January 1891 optimism 

had given way to despair and he was trying to sell Seaforth & lƻƻƪƛƴƎ ŦƻǊ ŀ ŦǊŜǎƘ ǎǘŀǊǘΦ  ΨI have had 

hard luck with stock, which is a worry & has made me illΩ.  He noted problems with dingoes, wild 

bullocks, & stock theft.72  Hynam defaulted on his tenancy and was gone by 1894. 

 

IȅƴŀƳΩǎ ƳƻǊǘƎŀƎƻǊǎ ǘƘŜƴ ǘƻƻƪ ƻǾŜǊ ŀƴŘ ǊŜǎǘƻŎƪŜŘ ǘƘŜ Ǌǳƴ ǿƛǘƘ нрл ƘŜŀŘ. But when mustered two 

years later all the cows had died and the rest of the herd was in poor condition. 120 were taken to 

auction. They concluded that the country was only suitable for cattle as there were too many wild 

dogs for sheep. It might carry 500-600 yearlings & 2 yo cattle.73 Seaforth was finally off-loaded in 

March 1903 to Edmund Naughton, a sheep grazier from Boorooban, just south of Hay in NSW. 

Naughton used the low country for summer relief grazing.74 There is a suggestion in the oral history 

that one summer Naughton put starving sheep onto the Bluff snow country.75 That must have been 

early on in their tenure (probably 1902/03) as The Bluff was de-coupled from Seaforth by 1906 and 

ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƛƳŜ ǘƛƭƭ мфму ǿŀǎ ƭƛŎŜƴǎŜŘ όŀǎ ²ƻƴƴŀƴƎŀǘǘŀ t! ΨwΩύ ǘƻ WƛƳ .ŀǊŎƭŀȅ ǿƘƻΣ ƛƴ мфмп ōŜŎŀƳŜ 

the live-in manager at Wonnangatta station. Barclay had no cleared paddock country. He and his 

business partner, Jack Bullock (one of the four sons of pioneer stockman Bill Bullock), wintered a few 

hundred head of cattle each year along the Jamieson River, putting them up onto The Bluff in 

summer. Having no lowland paddocks, they were dealers rather than breeders, purchasing cattle in 

spring and taking them straight to the Bluff snow country. At the autumn muster saleable stock were 

taken to market and the rest were moved down to the Jamieson valley which at that time was an 

open grassy forest-scape.  

 

Jack Bullock went to the European war in 1914 and on his return Barclay was dead, having been 

murdered at Wonnangatta in 1918 by cattle thieving neighbours. Thereafter, till 1932 The Bluff was 

licensed to W Frank Lovick, who had also acquired the Seaforth station low country, hence re-

establishing much of the original Howqua Hills setup. Lovick wintered his cattle at the head of the 

Iƻǿǉǳŀ wƛǾŜǊ ǿƘƛŎƘ ƘŜ ǊŜƎŀǊŘŜŘ ŀǎ Ƙƛǎ ƻǳǘǎǘŀǘƛƻƴ ŀƴŘ ƴŀƳŜŘ ƛǘ Ψ.ƛƴŘŀǊŜŜΩΦ76 Like Barclay & Bullock, 

and a lot of other small graziers on the Mansfield side at that time, Lovick was a dealer, not a 

breeder. So the number of cattle he was holding at any particular time varied considerably according 

to market prices and seasonal conditions. For example, if the market price for young store cattle was 

low, and there was plenty of feed on the run, the number of stock put out in the mountain forests 

might be unusually high as graziers bought large herds in the expectation of achieving a much better 

 
70  The Argus, Sat 6 Apr 1867, Page 5, NEW INSOLVENTS. 
71 Lands Department grazing license file 5/130 (Wangaratta) 
72 Appendix F, Interview with Irene and Jack Klingsporn, 1977 
73 Lands Department grazing license file 5/130 (Wangaratta) 
74 William Naughton,from NSW, licensed the Mt Typho run from 1877 till 1886, presumably for relief grazing 
75 Appendix F, Interview with Fred Ross, 1977 
76 Appendix F, Interview with Jim Ware, 1977 



ǇǊƛŎŜ ƛƴ ƻƴŜ ƻǊ ǘǿƻ ȅŜŀǊǎΩ ǘƛƳŜΦ IŜŀǾȅ ǎǘƻŎƪƛƴƎ ǊŀǘŜǎ ƳƛƎƘǘ ŀƭǎƻ ōŜ ŜȄǇŜŎǘŜŘ ƛŦ ǇǊƛŎŜǎ ǊŜƳŀƛƴŜŘ 

consistently very low for a number of years. In that case it might not be worth going to market; and 

instead stock would simply be parked in the bush until prices improved.  

 

The Great Dividing Range from Mt Howitt to Mt Skene 

 

The dividing range south of Mt Howitt is quite a long and narrow ridge with some prominent high 

points, including Mt Magdala, King Billy, Mt Clear, Mt MacDonald, Mt Sunday and Mt Skene. The 

ridge was adopted by the Lands Department as a boundary separating pastoral runs (prior to 1884), 

and pastoral allotments (1884 ς 1908 and beyond) hence the snow country at any point along the 

ridge might be shared by two parties holding licenses for forest on either side of the divide. 

 

The section from King Billy to Mt Clear was stocked by the various holders of Wonnangatta station as 

well as small graziers on the Mansfield side who licensed part of Pastoral Allotment Wonnangatta R - 

from 1906 till the 1930s that was the Ware and Klingsporn families. From Mt Clear to Mt Macdonald 

ǘƘŜ ²ŀǊŜΩǎ ŀƴŘ YƭƛƴƎǎǇƻǊƴΩǎ ǎƘŀǊŜŘ ǿƛǘƘ ƎǊŀȊƛŜǊǎ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ [ƛŎƻƭŀ ǎƛŘŜΣ ŀƴŘ ǎƛƳƛƭŀǊƭȅ ǘƘŜ ǎŜŎǘƛƻƴ ŦǊƻƳ 

aǘ aŀŎŘƻƴŀƭŘ ǘƻ aǘ {ƪŜƴŜ ǿŀǎ ǎǘƻŎƪŜŘ ōȅ ǘƘŜ Iƻǎƪƛƴ ŦŀƳƛƭȅ ŦǊƻƳ aƛǘŎƘŜƭƭΩǎ /ǊŜŜƪ and a handful of 

graziers from the Gippsland side. 

 

The oral history gives some indication of how these areas were used.  

 

King Billy to Mt MacDonald 

 

Jim Ware started on the tops around 1918 and finished in 1934.  You had to be young to 

succeed out there.  He mainly had his own stock, & also managed stock for his father.  He 

bought and bred.  One year he had around 500 head, but usually it was less.  He bought stock 

at 18 months to 2 years of age; they fared better if they were bred in the bush rather than 

coming from good country.  He bought in Benalla, & even Violet Town, in late spring & before 

Xmas.  He bought through agents who required a minimum stock purchase of 100 head.  Old 

cattle did well in the bush; they fattened well, especially in a warmer year; in a cool summer 

ǘƘŜȅ ŘƛŘƴΩǘ Řƻ ǎƻ ǿŜƭƭΦ  .ǊŜŜŘƛƴƎ ǿŀǎ ƴƻǘ ŀǎ ƛƳǇƻǊǘŀƴǘ ŦƻǊ ƘƛƳ ŀǎ ōǳȅƛƴƎΦ  Lǘ ǿŀǎ ǘƻƻ ƘŀǊŘ ƛƴ 

winter for breeding: you get cold and short of feed.  He wintered his stock in the bush at the 

head of the Jamieson river.  It was open then.77   

¢ƘŜȅ ǇŀŎƪŜŘ ƻǳǘ ǘƘŜ ƛǊƻƴ ŦƻǊ ²ŀǊŜΩǎ Ƙǳǘ ƻƴ aǘ /ƭŜŀǊ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ мфнлΩǎΦ  ¢ƘŜ ŎŀǘǘƭŜ ǘǊŀŎƪ ǿŀǎ ǳǇ у 

aƛƭŜ {ǇǳǊ ǘƻ .ƭǳŦŦ {ŀŘŘƭŜΣ ǘƘŜƴ ŀǊƻǳƴŘ ƛƴǘƻ ǘƘŜ WŀƳƛŜǎƻƴ ǊƛǾŜǊ ǾŀƭƭŜȅΦ WƛƳ ²ŀǊŜΩǎ ŎŀǘǘƭŜ ǿŜǊŜ 

wintered in the left hand branch of the Jamieson river.78 

Jack Ware and others cut the track up 8 Mile to the Bluff.  He and Jack Bullock put in a track 

to Mt Clear up the ridge between the 2 branches of the Jamieson River & out on the main 

ridge, & came back onto King Billy. They ran cattle back onto King Billy; his parents had a hut 

ƻƴ YƛƴƎ .ƛƭƭȅΦ  ¢ƘŜȅ ŀƭǎƻ ƘŀŘ ŀ ŎŀƳǇ ŀǘ aǘ /ƭŜŀǊΣ ǿƘƛŎƘ .ǊȅŎŜΩǎ όŦǊƻƳ ²ƻƴƴŀƴƎŀǘǘŀ ǎǘŀǘƛƻƴύ 

used once.79 

Mt MacDonald to Mt Skene 

 
77 Appendix F, Interview with Jim Ware, 1977 
78 Appendix F, Interview with Jim Ware, 1977 
79 Appendix F, Interview with Jack Ware jnr, 1977 



 

Although much of this ridge line marked the north-eastern boundary of the old Wattle pastoral run 

ǘƘŜǊŜ ƛǎƴΩǘ ƳǳŎƘ ŜǾƛŘŜƴŎŜ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜ ǇǊƻǇǊƛŜǘƻǊǎ ǳǎŜŘ ƛǘΦ ¢ƘŜ ōŜǎǘ ƎǊŀȊƛƴƎ ƻƴ ǘƘƛǎ Ǌǳƴ ǿŀǎ ŀƭƻƴƎ ǘƘŜ 

east bank of Goulburn River which was also where the main local market was situated ς the 

goldmining settlements stretching from Jamieson through to Woods Point. There would seem to 

have been little value in taking livestock to the remote snow country given the very large size of the 

run (130,000 acres) and the other more convenient grazing opportunities. Nevertheless, Wattle was 

assessed in 1871 as having a carrying capacity of 1,500 sheep80 which although small was not 

inconsiderable (Howqua Hills had the same assessment), and in 1908 C.S Gleeson of Jamieson was 

renting part of Mt Skene for grazing ς that is of interest because the DƭŜŜǎƻƴΩǎ ǿŜǊŜ ƭƛŎŜƴǎŜŜǎ ƻŦ 

Wattle Station in the late 1870s. Hence there is a possibility that Mt Skene was used for summer 

grazing by Gleesons from the 1870s until the early 1900s. Mt Skene hosted sheep on at least one 

occasion later in the 20th century81 so it was somewhat suitable for sheep, being sufficiently open. 

Unfortunately, my investigations into historical grazing tenancies for this area was not as thorough 

as for other localities, and further research would be required to get a better picture, particularly for 

the 1880s and 1890s. 

 

Nevertheless, there is good information suggesting the major early graziers of this stretch of dividing 

ǊŀƴƎŜ ǿŜǊŜ ǘƘŜ Iƻǎƪƛƴ ŦŀƳƛƭȅ ǿƘƻ ǎŜǘǘƭŜŘ ŀǘ aƛǘŎƘŜƭƭΩǎ /ǊŜŜƪΣ ƘƛƎƘ ǳǇ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ƘŜŀŘǿŀǘŜǊǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ 

Jamieson River. Refer to the map below.  

 

¢ƘŜ aƛǘŎƘŜƭƭΩǎ /ǊŜŜƪ ŦŀǊƳ ǎƛǘŜ ƛǎ ŎǳǊƛƻǳǎ ōŜŎŀǳǎŜΣ ŎƻƴǘǊŀǊȅ ǘƻ ƴƻǊƳŀƭ ǇǊŀŎǘƛŎŜΣ ƛǘ ŀǇǇŜŀǊǎ never to 

have been surveyed, and in fact has remained as Crown land. As far as I am aware the land selection 

ǘŜƴŀƴŎȅ ǊŜŎƻǊŘǎ ŦƻǊ aƛǘŎƘŜƭƭΩǎ ŀǊŜ ȅŜǘ ǘƻ ōŜ ƭƻŎŀǘŜŘΣ ƘŜƴŎŜ ǘƘŜ ŘŀǘŜǎ ŀƴŘ ǇŀǊǘƛŎǳƭŀǊǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ 

settlement are not entirely clear. However, there are clues in the oral history and later grazing 

licence records.  

 

One critical clue is the memory that ΨǘƘŜ ōƻǳƴŘŀǊȅ ōŜǘǿŜŜƴ {ŜŀŦƻǊǘƘ όIƻǿǉǳŀ Iƛƭƭǎ ǎǘŀǘƛƻƴύ ŀƴŘ 

aƛǘŎƘŜƭƭΩǎ Ǌǳƴ ǿŀǎ ǘƘŜ ǘƻǇ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ DƻǾŜǊƴƻǊǎ,Ω 82 a mountain peak which sits at the top of the dividing 

ǊŀƴƎŜ ōŜǘǿŜŜƴ ǘƘŜ Iƻǿǉǳŀ ŀƴŘ WŀƳƛŜǎƻƴ ǊƛǾŜǊǎ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ ŎƻƴƧǳƴŎǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ tŀǎǘƻǊŀƭ !ƭƭƻǘƳŜƴǘǎ ΨCΩ ϧ Ψ{Ω ς 

refer to the map below. In the 1880s and 1890s tΦ! ΨCΩ ǿŀǎ ƘŜƭŘ ŀǎ ŀ {ŜŎǘƛƻƴ нм ƭŜŀǎŜ ōȅ ǘƘŜ ƻǿƴŜǊǎ 

of Seaforth Station.83 ¢ƘƻǳƎƘ L ŘƻƴΩǘ ƘŀǾŜ ǘƘŜ ŘƻŎǳƳŜƴǘŀǊȅ ŜǾƛŘŜƴŎŜ ǘƻ ōŀŎƪ ƛǘ ǳǇΣ Ƴȅ ōŜƭƛŜŦ ƛǎ ǘƘŀǘ 

tΦ! Ψ{Ω ǿŀǎ ǇǊƻōŀōƭȅ ŀƭǎƻ ŀ {Φнм ƭŜŀǎŜΦ ¢Ƙŀǘ ǿƻǳƭŘ ŜȄǇƭŀƛƴ ǿƘȅ ǘƘŜ aƛǘŎƘŜƭƭΩǎ /ǊŜŜƪ ƘƻƳŜǎǘŜŀŘ ǎƛǘŜ 

was not surveyed -  ǎǳǊǾŜȅ ǿŀǎ ƻƴƭȅ ƴŜŎŜǎǎŀǊȅ ƛŦ ǘƘŜ ƭŜǎǎŜŜΩǎ ƻǇǘŜŘ ǘƻ ǘŀƪŜ ŀŘvantage of the 

opportunity to select (contract to purchase) a homestead block of up to 320 / 640 acres. However, 

ƴƻǘ ŀƭƭ ƭŜǎǎŜŜΩǎ ƘŀŘ ǘƘŜ ƛƴǘŜǊŜǎǘ ƻǊ ƳŜŀƴǎ ǘƻ ƳŀƪŜ ǎǳŎƘ ŀ ǇǳǊŎƘŀǎŜΣ ŀƴŘ ŎƭŜŀǊƭȅ ǘƘŜ aƛǘŎƘŜƭƭΩǎ 

homestead site was not sold and remains Crown land. 

 

The other evidence is found in licence rental notices published in the Government Gazette. The rent 

for annually renewable grazing licences was published in the gazette each year, so the continuity of a 

licence can be tracked from year to year. However, the procedure for S.21 leases was different. 

Notification of issue and termination of S.21 leases was (meant to be) published in the gazette, but 

rents due and received were not. So once a S.21 lease was issued there was no further entry in the 

 
80 Victorian Government Gazette, 1871, p.593 
81 Appendix F, Interview with George W Hoskin, 1977 
82 Appendix F, Interview with Jack and Irene Klingsporn, 1977 
83 Lands Department file (Alexandra) 5/130 



gazette till the lease was cancelled ς and from my experience of tracking leases in the gazettes it 

seems that notices of new leases and cancellations frequently, for whatever reason, did not appear 

in the gazette. After cancellation of a lease an annual grazing tenancy could be issued in its place, in 

which case annual listing of the area re-commences in the gazette. Cancellation of S.21 leases was 

common between 1893 and 1901 when the last of the leases expired. So, the sudden publication of 

a new grazing licence rent notices for large areas between 1893 and 1901 frequently points to the 

prior existence of S.21 leases. Two large grazing licences, totalling in excess of 40,000 acres, were 

issued to the Hoskin family in 1900 and 1901 ς see Appendix D. In my opinion that is strong evidence 

of pre-existing S.21 leases. But of course, unless the lease files or related registers can be located we 

ŎŀƴΩt say in whose name those leases were held.  

 

¢ƘŜ ƻǊŀƭ ƘƛǎǘƻǊȅ Ŏƻƴǘŀƛƴǎ ƳǳŎƘ ǊŜƭŜǾŀƴǘ ƛƴŦƻǊƳŀǘƛƻƴ ŀōƻǳǘ Ƙƻǿ ǘƘŜ IƻǎƪƛƴΩǎ ǳǎŜŘ ǘƘŜ ǎƴƻǿ ŎƻǳƴǘǊȅ 

ŀŘƧŀŎŜƴǘ ǘƻ aƛǘŎƘŜƭƭΩǎ /ǊŜŜƪ ς see below. But it is not clear on the time lines. For that reason, all that 

Ŏŀƴ ōŜ ǎŀƛŘ ǿƛǘƘ ŎŜǊǘŀƛƴǘȅ ƛǎ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜ IƻǎƪƛƴΩǎ ǿŜǊŜ ƛƴ ǊŜǎƛŘŜƴŎŜ ŀǘ aƛǘŎƘŜƭƭΩǎ /ǊŜŜƪ ƛƴ мфллΤ ǘƘŜȅ 

ǇǊƻōŀōƭȅ ƘŜƭŘ ŀ {ŜŎǘƛƻƴ нм ƭŜŀǎŜ ŦƻǊ tΦ! Ψ{Ω ōŜŦƻǊŜ мфллΣ ŀƴŘ Ƴŀȅ Ǉƻǎǎƛōƭȅ ƘŀǾŜ ǎŜŎǳǊŜŘ ǘƘŀǘ ƭŜŀǎŜ ŀǎ 

early as 1885. It is likely that regular grazing of the Great Dividing Range between Mt MacDonald 

and Mt Skene started in the 1890s and possibly quite late in that decade. That is because there 

would have been a living to be made supplying the local mines with an array of animal and vegetable 

foods well into the 1890s; and it was only when mining activity largely came to an end that the 

IƻǎƪƛƴΩǎ ŀƴŘ ƻǘƘŜǊ ƴŜŀǊōȅ ŦŀǊƳŜǊǎ ǿŜǊŜ ŦƻǊŎŜŘ ōȅ ŎƛǊŎǳƳǎǘŀƴŎŜ ǘƻ ŦƻŎǳǎ ƻƴ ŎŀǘǘƭŜ ƎǊŀȊƛƴƎ ŀǎ ǘƘŜƛǊ 

Ƴŀƛƴ ǎƻǳǊŎŜ ƻŦ ƛƴŎƻƳŜΦ LǘΩǎ ŘƻǳōǘŦǳƭ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜ ƴŜŀǊōȅ ƴŀǊǊƻǿ ŀƭǇƛƴŜ ǊƛŘƎŜǎ ǿƻǳƭŘ ƘŀǾŜ ōŜen of much 

interest to large pastoralists from the surrounding region as the grazing capacity was simply too 

small. However, we should remember that in addition to the small operators on the Jamieson side, 

there was also a similar band of small operators accessing the Divide from the Gippsland side. So 

while the grazing capacity was limited there was quite a deal of activity in this snow country well into 

the 1960s and 1970s. 

 

aŜƳƻƛǊǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ Iƻǎƪƛƴ ŦŀƳƛƭȅ ƻŦ aƛǘŎƘŜƭƭΩǎ /ǊŜŜƪΥ 

 

IƻǎƪƛƴΩǎ Ǌŀƴ ŎŀǘǘƭŜ ƻƴ aǘ {ƪŜƴŜ ƛƴ ǎǳƳƳŜǊΦ  ¢ƘŜȅ ǎƘŀǊŜŘ aƛǘŎƘŜƭƭǎ ǿƛǘƘ WƛƳ {ƪŜƴŜ ŀƴŘ Ƙƛǎ 

wife & 2 ς о ŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴΦ  Lǘ ǿŀǎƴΩǘ ŦǊŜŜƘƻƭŘΤ ƛƴ ǘƘƻǎŜ Řŀȅǎ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ Ƨǳǎǘ ǎŜǘǘƭŜŘ ŀƴȅǿƘŜǊŜ ǎǳƛǘŀōƭŜΦ 

!ŦǘŜǊ Iƻǎƪƛƴǎ ϧ {ƪŜƴŜΩǎ ƭŜŦǘ aƛǘŎƘŜƭƭǎ ǿŀǎƴΩǘ ǳǎŜŘ ŦƻǊ ŀ ǿƘƛƭŜΤ ǘƘŜƴ ƭater it was used for 

summer grazing.84   

²ΦI Iƻǎƪƛƴ ƘŀŘ ŀ ōǳǘŎƘŜǊΩǎ ǎƘƻǇ ŀǘ .Ŝƴŀƭƭŀ ϧ ǘƘŜ ƭŀǎǘ ǇǊƻǇŜǊǘȅ ǳǇ ǘƘŜ WŀƳƛŜǎƻƴ wƛǾŜǊ ŀǘ 

WŀƳƛŜǎƻƴΦ  IŜ ǘƻƻƪ ǳǇ ŀ ǎŜƭŜŎǘƛƻƴ ŀǘ aƛǘŎƘŜƭƭΩǎ /ǊŜŜƪ ϧ ǘƘŜƴ ŎƭŜŀǊŜŘ ǘƘŜ ƭŀƴŘΦ  Iƛǎ ōǊƻǘƘŜǊǎ ϧ 

sisters were there, & they had men working for them.  At one time there were about 6 men 

employed clearing land, & that was around 1912/13 [seems very late]Φ  ²II ŘƛŘƴΩǘ Řƻ 

ƳƛƴƛƴƎΤ ƘŜ ƪŜǇǘ ǘƘŜ WŀƳƛŜǎƻƴ ǇǊƻǇŜǊǘȅ ǿƘŜƴ ƘŜ ƳƻǾŜŘ ǘƻ aƛǘŎƘŜƭƭΩǎ ŎǊŜŜƪΦ Iƛǎ ǎƻƴ DŜƻǊƎŜ 

Hoskin sold it before the depression.   

¢ƘŜ ƻǊƛƎƛƴŀƭ ǘǊŀŎƪ ǘƻ aƛǘŎƘŜƭƭΩǎ ŎǊŜŜƪ ǿŜƴǘ ǳǇ ǘƘŜ Iƻǿǉǳŀ ς Jamieson divide.  Later the 

government mining track was constructed along the Jamieson River & it became the main 

access route.85   

/ƻǿǎ ϧ ƘƻǊǎŜǎ ǿŜǊŜ ƪŜǇǘ ŀǘ aƛǘŎƘŜƭƭΩǎΣ ϧ ƛƴ ǿƛƴǘŜǊ ŀ ŦŜǿ ƻǘƘŜǊ ŎŀǘǘƭŜ ǿŜǊŜ ƪŜǇǘ ǘƘŜǊŜΦ  Lƴ 

summer a few hundred head were put up on Mt Skene and Sunday Spur.  Stock that were 

 
84 Appendix F, Interview with Jack Ware jnr, 1977 
85 Appendix F, Interview with George W Hoskin, 1977 



missed at muster would go down the sides into the Barkly River, and some went under Mt 

Clear & Mt McDonald, but would come up to the tops again next summer.  Each year they 

would sell about 80 ς 90 head.  In summer they had contact with Arthur and Joe Rumpff who 

ran cattle onto Mt Skene from the Gippsland side; they had a lot of cattle.  Most of HoskinΩs 

ƘŜǊŘ ǿŀǎ ǿƛƴǘŜǊŜŘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ WŀƳƛŜǎƻƴ wƛǾŜǊ ŀǘ ²ǊŜƴΩǎ CƭŀǘΦ  ¢ƘŜǊŜ ǿŜǊŜ ŀƭǿŀȅǎ ŀ ŎƻǳǇƭŜ ƻŦ 

workers ς inc Fred & Ralph Fry who were there nearly all year round looking after the cattle, 

salting & fencing. 

²ƘŜƴ ǘƘŜ IƻǎƪƛƴΩǎ ŦŀƳƛƭȅ ƳƻǾŜŘ ƻǳǘ ƻŦ aƛǘŎƘŜƭƭΩǎ ŎǊŜŜƪΣ ŀōƻǳǘ мфмоΣ ǘƘŜȅ ǎƘƛŦǘŜŘ ǘƻ ōǳȅƛƴƎ 

stock (rather than breeding) because otherwise the cattle would have become too wild.  They 

bought cheap stock, especially in droughts, at Benalla & Violet Town.  At this stage Richard 

Dale came in with George Hoskin as the buying expert.  They bought stock at 18 months to 2 

ȅƻΣ ϧ ǎƻƭŘ ŀǘ п ȅƻΤ ƳƛȄŜŘ ǎŜȄŜǎΣ IŜǊŜŦƻǊŘǎΣ {ƘƻǊǘƘƻǊƴ ŎǊƻǎǎΩǎ ŀƴŘ ŀ ŦŜǿ ōƭŀŎƪ ǇƻƭƭǎΦ  ¢ƘŜȅ 

would buy 200 head at a time, & generally carried a lot more cattle; at times they could have 

up to 400 head together ς depending on cattle prices and the seasons.  Cattle were still put 

ƻƴǘƻ ǘƘŜ ǘƻǇǎ ƛƴ ǎǳƳƳŜǊΣ ϧ ǿƛƴǘŜǊŜŘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ƭƻǿŜǊ ōǳǎƘΣ ōǳǘ ŘƛŘƴΩǘ Ǝƻ ƻǳǘ ǘƘŜǊŜ ŀǎ ƳǳŎƘΦ  

They always had 12 ς 14 head at Mitchells as the grass there was good.86 

Jim Barclay used to come across to Mitchells for social visits; he was friends with George. 

¢Ƙŀǘ ǿŀǎ ōŜŦƻǊŜ ƘŜ ƳŀƴŀƎŜŘ ²ƻƴƴŀƴƎŀǘǘŀΣ ǿƘŜƴ ƘŜ Ǌŀƴ ŎŀǘǘƭŜ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ .ƭǳŦŦΦ  IƻǎƪƛƴΩǎ ŎŀǘǘƭŜ 

were wintered on the Jamieson River below the junction of the left & right branches. 

.ŀǊŎƭŀȅΩǎ ŎŀǘǘƭŜ ƻŦǘŜƴ ŎŀƳŜ Řƻǿƴ ǘƘŜ ƭŜŦǘ ƘŀƴŘ ōǊŀƴŎƘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ WŀƳƛŜǎƻƴΦ IŜ Ƴŀȅ ƘŀǾŜ ŀƭǎƻ 

wintered stock in the Barkly River, as we did.  From Sunday Spur to the Barkly River there 

were wild oats.87 

We used to burn in summer time, whenever we could; we would do a bit each year; and each 

site probably burnt every 3 years.  We would burn wherever it would burn, on tops, in gullies, 

anywhere.  We burnt the snow grass in the hills to keep it sweet.   

Mustering took 2 or 3 weeks; we had yards at Sunday Spur, Mt Skene, and at Mitchells Creek.  

Cutting out was done at Mitchells.  At mustering time we would meet other graziers: 

Grimmes from the Barkly; Carmichael, who was later bought out by Rumpffs.  Lovicks were 

on the Bluff & had quite a lot of cattle; they wintered on the Howqua; bred Herefords mainly.   

And Jim Ware used to go out to Mt Clear & winter in the Howqua.   He brought cattle over 

under Eagles Peaks into the Jamieson valley then up to Mt Clear via a spur in the right hand 

branch.88 

We went out of cattle in 1953/6 after DŜƻǊƎŜ ŘƛŜŘΦ  .ŜǘǿŜŜƴ мфолΩǎ ŀƴŘ мфрлΩǎ ǿŜ ŘƛŘƴΩǘ Ǌǳƴ 

many in the hills. We stopped going out to Mt Skene in 1950, and after that we kept just 60 

head at Mitchells.  When Hoskins finished with the tops no-one took the Mt Skene run.89 

 

 

 
86 Appendix F, Interview with George W Hoskin, 1977 
87 Appendix F, Interview with George W Hoskin, 1977 
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1884 Land Act, Land Classification Plan, Wonnangatta County (part), Pastoral Allotments, with the 

earlier Howqua Hills and Wattle squatting runs shown in blue.  

 

 



 
 

 

1.3/  Baw Baw Plateau 

 

When Government Botanist Ferdinand Mueller visited Baw Baw in the summer of 1860/61 he did 

not see any sign of cattle having been there. But the plateau was licensed in the name of Thomas 

Hamilton soon after, in 1862. It was a huge run of over 200,000 acres (in which Baw Baw was only a 

small part), and was combined with an even larger lowland run called Mt Juliet, north of Nar Nar 

Goon.   

 

The only information I have on Thomas Hamilton is that he was briefly the co-licensee of Mt Bogong 

a few years earlier. However, this single fact is significant as it suggests to me that Hamilton was 
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possibly a livestock commission agent. In the 1860s livestock agents monopolised the Bogong, 

Cobungra & Dargo high plains, using these areas as summer resting points for large mobs of sheep or 

cattle en route to Melbourne from southern Queensland and the NSW Riverina.  

 

The Baw Baw tableland offered a similar convenience for livestock sourced from the Monaro district 

of southeast NSW. And it had the advantage of being reasonably close to Melbourne. Large mobs 

could commence their journey in late winter or spring, being driven along roads and stock routes 

when feed was plentiful, and spelled for some time during the summer in the cooler and well-

watered snow country. The lowland Mt Juliet bushland probably hosted the travelling stock that 

either arrived before the summer grazing season had begun, or were being removed from the 

tableland before the on-set of winter.  

 

Long distance stock movements had one thing in common: scale. And given that the annual rent was 

336 pounds for a carrying capacity of 3360 head of cattle,90 I would expect the tableland in particular 

to have been heavily used ς perhaps carrying at times upwards of 3000 sheep / 500 cattle. 

  

IƻǿŜǾŜǊΣ ƛǘ ƛǎ ŀƭǎƻ ǇƻǎǎƛōƭŜ ǘƘŀǘΣ ǊŀǘƘŜǊ ǘƘŀƴ ǳǎƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ Ǌǳƴ ǘƻ ǊŜǎǘ ǘǊŀǾŜƭƭƛƴƎ ƭƛǾŜǎǘƻŎƪΣ IŀƳƛƭǘƻƴΩǎ 

plan was to monopolize the supply of sheep and cattle for slaughter on the newly established gold 

diggings at the head of the Thomson River. 

 

Whatever the case, Hamilton held the Baw Baw pastoral licence for only two years, and strangely no 

one else subsequently took it on. So, what happened beyond 1864?  

 

According to local oral history91 regular grazing began shortly after the survey cairn was constructed 

on Mt Baw Baw, in 1870.92  That sounds pretty right, but I found no tenure records to confirm this. 

 

Nevertheless, there is every reason to believe that the plateau was regularly grazed by the late 

1860s. This is because in 1862 gold was found close by in significant quantities at Walhalla, the 

Jordan valley and at Woods Point and these remote places hosted large populations till the late 

1890s. There was a good living to be made supplying local butchers, and mountain pastures would 

surely have been in demand.   

 

Pastoral stations were established at the foot of the Baw Baw plateau by the mid & late 1840s (River 

Tyers, 1846; Red Grass Hills & Tangel Hills, 1848), and it is almost a certainty that stockmen from 

these stations had reconnoitred the adjoining mountains in the next few years to assess grazing 

potential. Ferdinand Mueller was eager to visit the plateau as early as the summer of 1854/5, so we 

can assume that plenty of relevant geographical knowledge had already filtered through to the 

{ǳǊǾŜȅƻǊ DŜƴŜǊŀƭΩǎ ƻŦŦƛŎŜΦ  

 

 
90 Government Gazette, 3rd page of Supplement to issue # 145 of December 16, 1866, published December 18   
91 Appendix F, Interview with Norman Jans, 1977 
92  The Ballarat Star (Vic. : 1865 - 1924), Fri 4 Nov 1870, Page 2, NEWS AND NOTES 



  
Source: Owens Map of Victoria, Showing Pastoral Stations; information updated to 1868  

 

Tenure records point to Red Grass Hills & Tangel Hills as a likely locus of early interest in the plateau. 

These two runs were held in common ownership from 1860 until the mid-1870s, and immediately to 

their north the divide between the Tanjil and Tyers rivers leads directly to the plateau. This area, 

which included that portion of the Baw Baw plateau draining to the Latrobe River, remained 

unlicensed until 1877 when the Lands Department advertised for rent all the land between those 

two rivers north of RGH & TH runs under the name Green Grass Hills.93 The successful tenderer was J 

Mudie who at the same time also won the tender for the then vacant Red Grass Hills. All this 

suggests to me that the area that became GGH was informally considered part of RGH station from 

at least the early 1860s and particularly from December 1866 when RGH, TH, and Tyers North & 

South runs were combined under a single management (John Edward Bates, 1866 ς 1876), giving a 

total assessed carrying capacity of 525 cattle.94 aǳŘƛŜΩǎ acquisition of both RGH and GGH in 1877 

 
93 Government Gazette 1877, page 700. 
94 Government Gazette, 1871, page 593  



seems to confirm and continue the relationship. However, only a few years later his successor 

quickly disconnected the two areas, being only interested in RGH, so in 1881 GGH became a stand-

alone run. The licence then passed to Charles Varney of Loy Yang, and remained in that name until 

September 1887, at which point it was discontinued in favour of the Pastoral Allotment arrangement 

introduced by the 1884 Land Act. Varney had settled at Loy Yang in 1875, on a 230 acre selection95; 

he appears also to have had an interest in land at Willow Grove.96  Previously he had spent some 

years on the DonnellȅΩǎ /ǊŜŜƪ ϧ wǳǎǎŜƭƭΩǎ /ǊŜŜƪ ƎƻƭŘŦƛŜƭŘǎ ŀǎ ŀ ǇŀǎǘƻǊ97 so he had a great familiarity 

with the Baw Baw landscape. At 41 years of age when he won the tender for GGH he moved from 

the ranks of the struggling selector to join the slightly more prosperous small pastoralists. 

 

The following three extracts from the 1884 Land Classification plans show the three pastoral 

allotments available for lease under Section 21 that cover the Baw Baw snow country: Evelyn 10,900 

acres (not numbered), Buln Buln F, 21,800 acres, and Tanjil C, 26,600 acres.98  

 

 

 

 

 

 
95  Traralgon Record (Traralgon, Vic. : 1886 - 1932), Fri 26 May 1899, Page 2, Items of News. 
96  Traralgon Record (Traralgon, Vic. : 1886 - 1932), Tue 2 Aug 1898, Page 2, The Traralgon Record 
97 Maffra Spectator, 27 April, 1899, page 3 
98 1884 Land Act, Land Classification plans for Tanjil, Evelyn and Buln Buln counties (SLV and ANL). It is worth 
mentioning at this point that the conjunction of three cadastral counties (land parcel regions) at Mt Baw Baw 
raised the difficulty locating grazing tenure files. Besides the use of three different notations (Evelyn County 
grazing block, Buln Buln County grazing block, or Tanjil County grazing block), for different grazing tenures in 
essentially the same locality, Land Office Districts, which kept changing over time, sometimes were, and 
ǎƻƳŜǘƛƳŜǎ ǿŜǊŜ ƴƻǘΣ ǇŀǊǘƭȅ ŘŜŦƛƴŜŘ ōȅ /ƻǳƴǘȅ ōƻǳƴŘŀǊƛŜǎΦ  !ŘŘŜŘ ǘƻ ǘƘŀǘΣ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ ŜŀǊƭȅ мфллΩǎ ŀ ƭŀǊƎŜ ǇŀǊǘ ƻŦ 
the plateau and land to the west and south was gazetted as Reserved Forest and placed under the 
management of the Forests Department, hence another administrative division. 
!ǘ ǘƘŜ ǘƛƳŜ L ǿŀǎ ōǳƛƭŘƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ǘŜƴŀƴŎȅ ŘŀǘŀōŀǎŜ όƭŀǘŜ мфтлΩǎύ ǘƘŜ ŦƛƭŜ ǊŜŎƻǊŘǎ ǿŜǊŜ ǎǘƻǊŜŘ ƛƴ ŘƛŦŦŜǊŜƴǘ ƭƻŎŀǘƛƻƴǎΣ 
depending on which Land District and Land Division was the administrating office at the time the file was 
closed. 



 
The Baw Baw mountains as shown on 1884 Land Classification plan for Tanjil County. 



 
Un-labelled Pastoral Allotment, Evelyn County 

 

 

 
Pastoral Allotment F, Buln Buln County 

 

Charles Varney retained at least part of the GGH run under the new tenure arrangements. He 

obtained Tanjil county Pastoral Allotment B under annual grazing licence from September 1887 

(meaning that no-one wanted to take it on lease), until April 1891, by which time he had become a 

very busy man, having become involved in municipal politics and serving two terms as a councillor, 

and also becoming the licensee of the Traralgon hotel.  The licence for PA B then passed to his 

brother William Varney and was held in that name, off and on, for a further 12 years. ¢ƘŜ ΨƻŦŦΩ ǇŜǊƛƻŘ 



coincides with the 1890s economic depression, and in my view means that the land continued to be 

used by the Varneys. 

  

It is evident from the map below that PA B is much smaller than was GGH, and in fact only included 

the approach to the Baw Baw snow country. The tableland itself now fell largely within Tangil PA C & 

and Buln Buln PA F. But as I have failed to find any tenancy records for any for ǘƘŜǎŜ t!ΩǎΣ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ 

period from 1887 till 1901, not files, lease register books, or gazetted licence entriesΣ L ŘƻƴΩǘ ƪƴƻǿ 

ǿƘƻ ǘƘŜ ǘŜƴŀƴǘǎ ǿŜǊŜΦ IƻǿŜǾŜǊΣ ƛŦ ǘƘŜǎŜ t!Ωǎ ƘŀŘ ōŜŜƴ ƭŜǘ ǳƴŘŜǊ annual grazing licence, or if they 

remained vacant, there would have been invitations to tender, notices of new licences approved, 

and licence renewal notices appearing in the Government Gazette. For any PAΩǎ having none of 

these it can be fairly safely assumed that they were subject to Section 21 leases (because lease 

rental activity was not subject to disclosure, and because it seems lease approvals were not 

consistently made public).  

 



 
Source: Tanjil County Land Classification Plan, 1884 Land Act; Government Gazette 1877, page 700 



(description of boundaries of Green Grass Hills grazing run). Green Grass Hills (blue & green lines) 

and subsequent Pastoral Allotments (grey-green shading & red boundaries).  

 

 

L ǘƘƛƴƪ ƛǘ ƛǎ ƭƛƪŜƭȅ ǘƘŜ ±ŀǊƴŜȅΩǎ ƘŀŘ ǎŜŎǳǊŜŘ ŀ {Φнм ƭŜŀǎŜ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ǘŀōƭŜƭŀƴŘΣ ǇǊƻōŀōƭȅ t! /Σ early in 1887 

(before PA B was advertised for annual licence) and retained it in their name probably till Charles 

±ŀǊƴŜȅΩǎ ǎǳŘŘŜƴ ŘŜŀǘƘ ƛƴ муффΣ99 and possibly till June 1902 when William Varney appears to have 

finished with PA B and other nearby licensed Crown land he had rented. One reason I believe this is 

the evidence presented in Chapter 2, which shows that most snow country graziers who held 

pastoral licences immediately prior to implementation of the 1884 Land Act were able to secure the 

best parts, if not the majority of their runs via the new tenure provisions. Also, there is some 

circumstantial evidence. 

 

In March 1888 William Varney lead a group of tourists up to the plateau, according to an article 

penned by his daughter.100 Another trip was being planned in 1892.101 This is reminiscent of William 

wŀŘŎƭƛŦŦŜΩǎ ǘƻǳǊƛǎǘ ŜƴŘŜŀǾƻǳǊǎ ŀǘ aǘ .ǳŦŦŀƭƻ ǎƻƳŜ ȅŜŀǊǎ ŜŀǊƭƛŜǊ, the only difference being that 

wŀŘŎƭƛŦŦŜ ǿŀǎ ƴƻǘ ǊŜŀƭƭȅ ŀ ōƻƴŀ ŦƛŘŜ ƎǊŀȊƛŜǊ ǿƘŜǊŜŀǎ ǘƘŜ ±ŀǊƴŜȅΩǎ ŎŜǊǘŀƛƴƭȅ ǿŜǊŜ. And like Radcliffe, it 

ǎŜŜƳǎ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜ ±ŀǊƴŜȅΩǎ ƎŀǾŜ, for a fee, other graziers access to the plateau ς according to a 

newspaper report of February 1898 settlers at bushfire-ravaged Moondara had been planning to 

ΨǘǳǊƴ ǘƘŜƛǊ ŎŀǘǘƭŜ ƻǳǘ ǘƻ ŦŜŜŘ ƻƴ ǿƘŀǘ ƛǎ ƪƴƻǿƴ ŀǎ ǘƘŜ ǎƴƻǿ ƎǊŀǎǎ ǿƘƛŎƘ ƎǊƻǿǎ ƛƴ ŀōǳƴŘŀƴŎŜ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ 

Ƴƻǳƴǘŀƛƴ ǎƭƻǇŜǎΩ 102 but were stymied by further fires on the plateau.  

 

Furthermore, the VarneyΩs time line fits comfortably with the tenancy information and oral history I 

collected relating to HarǊȅ ϧ /ƘŀǊƭŜǎ wŀǿǎƻƴΣ ǎŜǘǘƭŜǊǎ ŀǘ tŀǊƪŜǊΩǎ /ƻǊƴŜǊΦ They licensed a 10,00 acre 

tableland portion of Tanjil PA C from July 1904 to 1913 and perhaps beyond. According to the oral 

history103 they started taking cattle up to the plateau two years before obtaining a licence, which 

ōǊƛƴƎǎ ǳǎ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ǘƛƳŜ ƻŦ ²ƛƭƭƛŀƳ ±ŀǊƴŜȅΩǎ ŜȄƛǘΦ bƻƴŜ ƻŦ Ƴȅ ƛƴŦƻǊƳŀƴǘǎ ǿŜǊŜ ŀǿŀǊŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ wŀǿǎƻƴΩǎ 

predecessor but apparently when they first went up to .ŀǿ .ŀǿ ǘƘŜ wŀǿǎƻƴΩǎ ŜƴŎƻǳƴǘŜǊŜŘ ǿƛƭŘ 

ŎŀǘǘƭŜΦ ¢Ƙƛǎ ǎǳƎƎŜǎǘǎ ǘƻ ƳŜ ǘƘŀǘ ²ƛƭƭƛŀƳ ±ŀǊƴŜȅ ōŜƎŀƴ ǿƛƴŘƛƴƎ ǳǇ ǘƘŜ ŦŀƳƛƭȅΩǎ ƎǊŀȊƛƴƎ ŀŎǘƛǾƛǘƛŜǎ ǎƻƻƴ 

ŀŦǘŜǊ Ƙƛǎ ōǊƻǘƘŜǊΩǎ ŘŜŀǘƘΦ IƻǿŜǾŜǊΣ ǘƘŜǊŜ ǿŜǊŜ ƳŜƳƻǊƛŜǎ ƻŦ ƻǘƘŜǊ ƎǊŀȊƛŜǊǎ using the plateau during 

ǘƘŜ wŀǿǎƻƴΩǎ ǘƛƳŜΥ ¢ŜŘ !ƭƭŜƴΣ DŜƻǊƎŜ ± aƻǊƎŀƴ όnot many cattle & not regularly), and Alex Smith (a 

ŦŜǿ ΨƳƻǘŜƭȅ ōŀƭŘȅΩ ŎŀǘǘƭŜ at the northwest end of the plateau). These are confirmed in the tenancy 

records.  

 

Both Alex Smith and Ted Allen had grazing operations at the head of the Thomson River, north of 

Baw Baw. Alex Smith acquired a 300-acre land selection at The Springs, on the Great Dividing Range 

abutting the tiny St Clair township.104 And in 1896 he licensed the adjoining Tanjil county PA G, 

18,800 acres at the headwaters of the Thomson River105. Smith was well remembered for running 

5000 sheep in the forest, apparently without trouble from dingos. The nearby goldfields (Jerico, 

Matlock & Woods Point) were a steady market for sheep ready for slaughter, though activity was 

 
99 Maffra Spectator, 27 April, 1899, page 3, Traralgon 
100  Traralgon Record (Traralgon, Vic. : 1886 - 1932), Tue 13 Mar 1888, Page 2, A LADY'S TRIP TO MOUNT BAW 
BAW. 
101  The Narracan Shire Advocate (Vic. : 1889 - 1923), Sat 26 Mar 1892, Page 2, WILLOWGROVE 
102  Traralgon Record (Traralgon, Vic. : 1886 - 1932), Tue 15 Feb 1898, Page 2, Items of News 
103 Appendix F, Interviews with Harry Rawson jnr, Norman Jans, & Hector Stagg 
104 Lands Department Parish Plan S358(1), Central Plan Office. Allotments 1 &2, parish of St Clair.  
105 Government Gazette, 1896/ page 3102 



winding down through the 1890s and early 1900s. He held PA G in his name for six years ending June 

1902. Coincidently, Buln Buln county PA F, expanded to 40,000 acres, was advertised for tender a 

few months later.106 However, ǘƘŜ DŀȊŜǘǘŜǎ ŘƻƴΩǘ ǎƘƻǿ ŀ ǘŜƴŀƴŎȅ ōŜƛƴƎ ƛǎǎǳŜŘ until 1908 ς funnily 

enoughƛƴ {ƳƛǘƘΩǎ ƴŀƳŜ ŦǊƻƳ WŀƴǳŀǊȅ - October 1908 (Lands Department), and October 1908 ς 

December 1912 (Forests Department, 23,000 acres). So Smith definitely had the right to put 

livestock right at the heart of the plateau even though the oral history only has his cattle west of the 

plateau around Mt Greggory. 

 

Ted Allen was one of the sons of Thomas Allen, the proprietor of multiple businesses servicing the 

gold mining settlements of the upper Goulburn River, who diversified into grazing runs in the late 

1880s and achieved substantial scale in bush grazing by the 20th century. 

- 

  

 
Extract from Warburton to Walhalla Tourist Track Map, 1907 (SLV).  

 

Small graziers began visiting the plateau from the south by the early 1900s..  Harry and Clarrie 

wŀǿǎƻƴ ŦǊƻƳ tŀǊƪŜǊΩǎ /ƻǊƴŜǊ acquired a licence that included Mt Erica in July 1904, and were 

reputed to have been going up with cattle some years earlier.107  As already mentioned, by the 

wŀǿǎƻƴΩǎ ǘƛƳŜ ǘƘŜǊŜ ǿŜǊŜ ǿƛƭŘ ŎŀǘǘƭŜ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ǇƭŀǘŜŀǳ ŀƴŘ ƴƻ ǊŜŎƻƭƭŜŎǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ ǿƘƻ ǘƘŜ ǇǊŜǾƛƻǳǎ 

ƎǊŀȊƛŜǊǎ ǿŜǊŜΣ ǎǳƎƎŜǎǘƛƴƎ ǘƘŜǊŜ Ƴŀȅ ƘŀǾŜ ōŜŜƴ ŀ ǇŜǊƛƻŘ ƻŦ ŀ ŦŜǿ ȅŜŀǊǎ ǿƘŜƴ .ŀǿ .ŀǿ ǿŀǎƴΩǘ 

actively used.  The Rawsons were very small operators. And although they maintained licence 

payments till at least 1913, it seems their last year on Baw Baw was 1909, which is the date related 

in interview by Norman Jans whose family began taking cattle to Baw Baw (probably as sub 

 
106 Government Gazette, 1902/3954  
107 Interview with Norman Jans, Appendix F  



tenants).108 What is remembered of the Rawson brothers was that they had only a small herd, 

maybe 60-80 head, and gave the game away because their cattle became wild and unmanageable. 

They had built a hut at Mustering Flat and in 1907 accepted a contract to maintain the tourist track 

crossing the Baw Baw plateau towards Walhalla.  So they were quite invested in the plateau, but it 

looks like their skills & circumstances were better suited to farming rather than bush grazing, and 

remained at Parkers Corner, at the foot of the plateau, for many decades growing potatoes and 

dairying.  In 1977 I had the pleasure of interviewing Harry Rawson junior for this project.  He recalled 

first going out to Baw Baw with his father when he was six or eight years old.  Similarly, Norman Jans 

also went out to Baw Baw as a young child, in the care of his uncle Fred Jans.    

 

Norman Jans had an intimate association with the Baw Baw plateau spanning seven decades. He 

learned his trade under the watchful eye of uncle Fred.  Fred in turn seems to have had a 

professional arrangement with the Sparke family who were his relatives, and who had obtained a 

grazing licence from the Forests Department in 1909. Until 1920 they had to share Baw Baw with the 

entrepreneurial Allen brothers (who finally gave up Baw Baw to concentrate on Wonnangatta 

Station which they had acquired in 1919). But in the 1920s they had it to themselves and were able 

to build up a considerable herd.  Norman Jans recalled that the 1939 bushfires which swept the 

plateau killed 600 head, leaving them with only 19 head that happened to be grazing on an unburnt 

strip on Mt Erica.  600 +/- was the usual maximum number of cattle that grazed the plateau around 

this time, including 150 cows and calves, a few bulls, and the rest being bullocks and speyed heifers. 

However, in the late 1920s they also had some success with sheep, a flock of about 3000 in total, 

which they ran at the southern end of the plateau with the Freeman brothers.  Sheep had the 

potential for greater returns (wool and meat) but required close supervision, and had to be 

shepherded during the day and yarded each night.  It all went well until 1932 when losses to dingo 

attacks ended the venture. They lost 70 sheep in one night, despite Norman having trapped 30 

dingos in as many days. Norman attributed the rising dingo pestilence to rotting carcases of cattle 

killed during bushfires in 1932.  However, the dingos maintained their presence thereafter and 

sheep were never again taken to Baw Baw.  It is worth noting that for many years, from the late 

1890s a flock of around 5000 sheep was grazed on The Springs run by Alex Smith of Matlock.  That 

meant they were running in the bush along the Great Dividing Range during summer, and in the 

forests at the headwaters of the Thompson River during winter.  So for many years dingos were not 

an obstacle to sheep grazing in the mountains.  There must have been some fundamental shift in the 

ecology that precipitated this change. That may have been the arrival of the rabbit plague. 

 

Grazing ended at Baw Baw in 1975. 

 

 

2/ The Central Core 

 

 
108 Interview with Norman Jans, Appendix F 



 
 

Some published estimates indicative of numbers of cattle mustered at the end of the summer 

grazing season are referenced in the footnotes.109 

 

 

iv)  The Greater Bogong High Plains 

 

¢ƘŜ .ƻƎƻƴƎ IƛƎƘ tƭŀƛƴǎ ŀǊŜ ±ƛŎǘƻǊƛŀΩǎ ƭŀǊƎŜǎǘ ǎƛƴƎƭŜ ŜȄǇŀƴǎŜ ƻŦ ǎƴƻǿ ŎƻǳƴǘǊȅΣ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜȅ ŀǊŜ ǇǊƻōŀōƭȅ 

the most well-known. There is excellent data on grazing history since the late 1940s because from 

that time grazing was tightly regulated by government agencies. However, the earlier grazing history 

has not been well understood till now. 

 

 
109 ϝϝ мнлл ƘŜŀŘ ƻŦ ŎŀǘǘƭŜ ǎƻƭŘ муфу ǿƛǘƘ YƛƴƎΩǎ /ƻōǳƴƎǊŀ ǎǘŀǘƛƻƴ. Bairnsdale Advertiser and Tambo and Omeo 
Chronicle, Thu 12 May 1898, Page 2. 
** 1000 head from Harrietville on dhps in feb 1930; 6000 from Omeo & 3000 from Kiewa valley to bhps; wet 
ǎǳƳƳŜǊΣ ƪƴŜŜ ƘƛƎƘ ƎǊŀǎǎ ƻƴ ƘǇΩǎ. Gippsland Times, Mon 24 Feb 1930, Page 3, GREAT PASTURE SEASON IN THE 
ALPS. 
** May 1932 12,000 -15,000 head to be mustered off bhps, cob hps & dargo hps. The Burrowa News (NSW), 
Fri 6 May 1932, Page 6, CALLING CATTLE HOME 
** April 1937 12000 head to be mustered from bhps & 5000 from dhps. The Herald (Melbourne), Sat 3 Apr 
1937, Page 10, High Plains Cattlemen Begin Arduous Muster 
** March 1938, Treasures mustering 3000 head. The Herald (Melbourne), Mon 7 Mar 1938, Page 1, Cattlemen 
On Remote Dargo Get Surprise Air Mail. 
** 4000 head total off dhps. The Herald (Melbourne), Wed 23 Mar 1938, Page 16, STUD SHEEP FROM N.Z. 
** or 12000 & 5000. The Newcastle Sun (NSW), Tue 12 Apr 1938, Page 8, CATTLEMEN READY FOR BIG DRIVE IN 
ALPS 
** Jan 1939 6000 -7000 head on dhps threatened by fire. The Herald (Melbourne), Mon 9 Jan 1939, Page 3, 
MANY COUNTRY FIRES STILL RAGING. or 5000 ς 6000 head. The Herald (Melbourne), Tue 10 Jan 1939, Page 1, 
MANY TOWNS IN PERIL FROM BUSH FIRES 
** 16000 head on dhps & bhps 1945/46. Gippsland Times, Thu 23 May 1946, Page 6, DARGO HIGH PLAINS 
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.ŜŦƻǊŜ ŘƛǎŎǳǎǎƛƴƎ ƎǊŀȊƛƴƎ ƘƛǎǘƻǊȅΣ ƛǘ ƛǎ ǳǎŜŦǳƭ ǘƻ ŎƭŀǊƛŦȅ ǿƘŀǘ ƛǎ ŀŎǘǳŀƭƭȅ ƳŜŀƴǘ ōȅ ǘƘŜ ǘŜǊƳ Ψ.ƻƎƻƴƎ 

IƛƎƘ tƭŀƛƴǎΩΤ ǊŜŦŜǊ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ŦƻƭƭƻǿƛƴƎ ǊƻǳƎƘ ŎǊƻǎǎ-sectional sketch. 

 
The Bogong high plains are a broad and gently undulating tableland comprising grassy open plains 

and wooded sub-alpine rises. The tableland is separated from higher nearby alpine ridges and other 

tracts of sub-alpine country by deep valleys. When the government botanist, Ferdinand Mueller, 

ǾƛǎƛǘŜŘ ǘƘŜ ƭƻŎŀƭƛǘȅ ƛƴ мурп ƘŜ ǊŜŦŜǊǊŜŘ ǘƻ ƛǘ ŎƻƭƭŜŎǘƛǾŜƭȅ ŀǎ ǘƘŜ Ψ.ƻƎƻƴƎ wŀƴƎŜǎΩ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŀǘ ƎŜƴŜǊƛŎΣ ŀƭƭ-

ŜƴŎƻƳǇŀǎǎƛƴƎ ƳŜŀƴƛƴƎ ŎƻƴǘƛƴǳŜǎ ǘƻ ōŜ ƭƻƻǎŜƭȅ ŀǎǎƻŎƛŀǘŜŘ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ ǘŜǊƳ Ψ.ƻƎƻƴƎ IƛƎƘ tƭŀƛƴǎΩΦ Lƴ ǘƘŜ 

mid-1880s ǘƘŜ [ŀƴŘǎ 5ŜǇŀǊǘƳŜƴǘΩǎ Ψ.ƻƎƻƴƎ IƛƎƘ tƭŀƛƴǎ DǊŜŜƴ !ǊŜŀΩ ȊƻƴƛƴƎ ƛƴŎƭǳŘŜŘ ǘƘŜ .ƻƎƻƴƎ 

tableland, alpine ridges and the Cobungra High Plains. And between the 1940s and 1970s grazing of 

much the same area was bundled together under the Bogong High Plains name for supervision by 

the Soil Conservation Authority. However, as we can see from the cross-sectional sketch the 

tableland is topographically distinct from the adjoining alpine ridges and lower elevation high plains. 

Those topographical differences had a strong bearing on the conduct of grazing activity. I prefer the 

ǘŜǊƳ ΨDǊŜŀǘŜǊ .ƻƎƻƴƎ IƛƎƘ tƭŀƛƴǎΩ ŀǎ ƛǘ ƛǎ ƴƻǘ ǘƛƳŜ ƻǊ ŦǳƴŎǘƛƻƴ-bound, and more accurately conveys 

the notion that the area so designated comprises more than the Bogong High Plains tableland. 

 

The Bogong High Plains tableland is known to have been visited by European stockmen from the 

Omeo side before March 1854, within three years of the Gray family establishing Cobungra Station.  

But it is unlikely that the plateau itself was immediately grazed from the Omeo side because the 

eastern portions of the adjacent Cobungra High Plains tableland was much more accessible:  the 

ascent to these plains from Cobungra Station is quite gentle and they have traditionally been the 

backyard of lowland properties at Cobungra. In fact, being in the lee of Mount Hotham the Cobungra 

HPs are relatively sheltered from wild weather, still well-watered and due to their lower elevation 

have a longer growing season. In all respects they were and remain splendid mountain grazing 

country, far better than the much larger Bogong tableland - as was recognized years later by their 

classification for Agriculture / Grazing under the 1884 Land Act.  

 

So when George Gray jnr sub-divided the original Cobungra run in 1859, keeping the north-east 

portion now known as Bingomunjie for himself, and passing the western portion (which retained the 

ƴŀƳŜ /ƻōǳƴƎǊŀύ ǘƻ Ƙƛǎ ōǊƻǘƘŜǊ 9ŘǿŀǊŘΩǎ ŦŀǘƘŜǊ-in-law John Meighaƴ ŀƴŘ ŀƴƻǘƘŜǊ ƻŦ aŜƛƎƘŀƴΩǎ 

sons-in-law, James Parslow, it is no surprise that at the same time Meighan and George Gray jnr also 

officially licensed the Cobungra high plains as the 'Darbalary' run.110  They had probably been using it 

for some years given the close proximity to Cobungra, the gentle approach and superior quality. IǘΩǎ 

 
110  V.P.Ps 1869, Paper No. C19.  Gray continued to hold the eastern part of the subdivided Cobungra run, 

named Bingo Munjie until 1861. See also Appendix D. 



ƘŀǊŘ ǘƻ ƛƳŀƎƛƴŜ ǘƘŀǘ ŎŀǘǘƭŜ ŦǊƻƳ /ƻōǳƴƎǊŀ ǿƻǳƭŘƴΩǘ ƘŀǾŜ ŦƻǳƴŘ ǘƘŜƛǊ ǿŀȅ ƻƴǘƻ ǘƘŜǎŜ ǇŀǊǘƭȅ ǿƻƻŘŜŘ 

Ǉƭŀƛƴǎ ƳǳŎƘ ŜŀǊƭƛŜǊΦ  ¢ƘŜǊŜ ƛǎ ŜǾƛŘŜƴŎŜ ǘƘŀǘ 5ŀǊōŀƭŀǊȅ ǿŀǎ ǎǘƻŎƪŜŘ ǇǊƛƻǊ ǘƻ aŜƛƎƘŀƴ ϧ DǊŀȅΩǎ 

tenancy by the wealthy squatter cum businessman William Degraves:111 a sketch plan in the Lands 

Department archives112 ǎƘƻǿǎ ǘƘŜ ǊƛŘƎŜ ōŜǘǿŜŜƴ ǘƘŜ /ƻōǳƴƎǊŀ ŀƴŘ ±ƛŎǘƻǊƛŀ ǊƛǾŜǊǎ ŀǎ ΨA new run 

applied for by William Degraves EsqΩ ǎƻ ǘƘƛǎ ŀǇǇƭƛŎŀǘƛƻƴ ŎƭŜŀǊƭȅ ǇǊŜŘŀǘŜŘ ǘƘŜ ƛǎǎǳŜ ƻŦ ŀ licence to 

Meighan & Gray. In true squatting tradition Degraves would have stocked Darbalary as a first step to 

formally submitting his licence application, probably in 1858 if not before, thus setting up an 

interesting situation where the area was being used by two yet-to-be-licensed parties. Although 

Meighan and Gray ultimately won the licence, that may not have been the end of Degraves at 

5ŀǊōŀƭŀǊȅΦ ²ƛƭƭƛŀƳ 5ŜƎǊŀǾŜǎ ŘƛŘƴΩǘ ƘŀǾŜ ŀƴȅ ǇŀǎǘƻǊŀƭ Ǌǳƴǎ ƛƴ Ƙƛǎ ƴŀƳŜ ŀƴȅǿƘŜǊŜ ƴŜŀǊ ǘƘŜ /ƻōǳƴƎǊŀ 

IƛƎƘ tƭŀƛƴǎ ƛƴ муру όǘƘŜ ƻƴƭȅ Ǌǳƴ ƛƴ Ƙƛǎ ƴŀƳŜ ŀǘ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƛƳŜ ǿŀǎ Ψ²ƻƻŘƭŀƴŘǎΩ ƛƴ ƴƻǊǘƘ ǿŜǎǘ ±ƛŎǘƻǊƛŀύ 

but in the mid-1860s titles to three significant low country runs near Omeo passed into his name: 

Hinnomunjie, Bindi, and Tongiomunjie. This portfolio had been put together by N.E Victorian 

squatter Matthew Hervey in 1859 (meaning the licences were issued in his name in that year, 

though preparations were underway well before that). Given that it took some time for the property 

ǘǊŀƴǎŦŜǊ ŦƻǊƳŀƭƛǘƛŜǎ ǘƻ ōŜ ŀŘƳƛƴƛǎǘŜǊŜŘΣ ǘƘŜ ǘƛƳƛƴƎ ƻŦ 5ŜƎǊŀǾŜǎΩ ŀǇǇƭƛŎŀǘƛƻƴ ŦƻǊ 5ŀǊōŀƭŀǊȅ ŀƴŘ 

IŜǊǾŜȅΩǎ ǇǳǊŎƘŀǎŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ hƳŜƻ ŘƛǎǘǊƛŎǘ Ǌǳƴǎ ŎƻƛƴŎƛŘŜΣ ǎƻ ǘƘŜǊŜ ƛǎ ŀ ǎǘǊƻƴƎ ǎǳǎǇƛŎƛƻƴ κ ƭƛƪŜƭƛƘƻƻŘ ǘƘŀǘ 

the two events are linked ς meaning that there was probably a business relationship between 

Hervey and Degraves, and that the Darbalary run was intended to be used in conjunction with the 

three other pastoral properties. It looks very much like Degraves had a financial stake in venture, 

and that the aim of his application for Darbalary was to secure related summer grazing options. 

When Hervey became insolvent in 1865113, Degraves then took possession of the assets.  

 

 

 
111 http://adb.anu.edu.au/biography/degraves-william-3388 
112 Pastoral Run Plan 561A, VPRS 8168 
113  The Herald, Mon 24 Jul 1865, Page 3, NEW INSOLVENT. 



 
The Bogong tableland as viewed from Machinery Spur, near Mt Hotham, c.1930s. SLV. 

 

The earliest grazing of the actual Bogong high plains tableland is a little more difficult to date, 

though the licensing data gives some parameters which facilitate an informed speculation. Part of 

the western side of the tableland fell within the boundaries of the Tawonga run which was 

ŜǎǘŀōƭƛǎƘŜŘ ƛƴ мупм ŀǘ ǘƘŜ ƘŜŀŘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ YƛŜǿŀ wƛǾŜǊ όǘƘŜƴ ƪƴƻǿƴ ŀǎ Ψ[ƛǘǘƭŜ wƛǾŜǊΩύΦ ¢Ƙƛǎ ƛǎ ŎƭŜŀǊ ŦǊƻƳ 

the Crown description, the legal definition of ǘƘŜ ǊǳƴΩǎ ōƻǳƴŘŀǊƛŜǎΣ ǇǳōƭƛǎƘŜŘ ƛƴ мупуΥ 

 

Run 82, Tawanga 

ΨBounded on the north by the Little river, commencing at a creek bounding Roberts and 

tƛƴǎƻƴΩǎ Ǌǳƴ [Dederang], and running along the said river to its source; on the east by a 

ǊŀƴƎŜ ōƻǳƴŘƛƴƎ wƻōŜǊǘΩǎ Clat; on the south by the centre of the main range between the 

[ƛǘǘƭŜ ŀƴŘ hǾŜƴǎ ǊƛǾŜǊǎΤ ŀƴŘ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ǿŜǎǘ ōȅ ǘƘŜ ŎǊŜŜƪ ŦƛǊǎǘ ƴŀƳŜŘ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ [ƛǘǘƭŜ wƛǾŜǊΦΩ114 

 

It was common-place for squatting runs to be defined with particular reference to river channels and 

watersheds. That made it easy for graziers to identify boundaries in the field. But it posed difficulties 

for the Lands Department when official mapping of the landscape was inaccurate or next to non-

existent ς more on this a little later.  

 

I think it unlikely that the earliest licencees of Tawonga were aware of the Bogong tableland. The 

heart of Tawonga Station was the flood plain adjoining the south bank of the Kiewa River ς flat, well-

watered, lightly timbered and highly fertile ς ŀƴŘ ǘƘŀǘΩǎ ǿƘŜǊŜ ǎǘŀǘƛƻƴ ŀŎǘƛǾƛǘƛŜǎ ǿŜǊŜ ŦƻŎǳǎŜŘΦ 

However, sooner or later stockmen made it their business to venture into the steep, mountainous 

 
114  New South Wales Government Gazette, Sat 26 Aug 1848 [Issue No.92 (SUPPLEMENT)], Page 1099 



headwaters of the Kiewa River to its source on the tableland. Then they would have immediately 

grasped the huge commercial opportunity the high plains presented, although they may not have 

had the capability to exploit that opportunity for some time. 

 

In 1841 Tawonga (or Towanga) station was estimated to encompass 20,000 acres (31.25 square 

miles), with a carrying capacity of 640 head of cattle.  Lands Department Run Plan 1381A, dated 

1863 and based on much earlier information shows it as rather insignificant, and the 1862 review of 

runs115 confirms the acreage, raises the estimated carrying capacity to 1800 cattle and records an 

actual stocking level of 777 head in 1861. The 1862 Stock Assessment records 219 horses and 460 

cattle.  This gives us an idea of the scale of operations of Tawonga Station, and suggests that the run 

ǿŀǎ ƻƴƭȅ ǎǘƻŎƪŜŘ ǘƻ ƘŀƭŦ ƻŦ ƛǘǎ ŎŀǇŀŎƛǘȅΦ  {ƻΣ ƻƴ ǘƘƛǎ ōŀǎƛǎ ǘƘŜǊŜ ŘƻŜǎƴΩǘ ŀǇǇŜŀǊ ǘƻ ƘŀǾŜ ōŜŜƴ ŀƴȅ 

great need to use the Bogong High Plains, except perhaps in times of acute drought.  Of course there 

may have been operational advantages in taking cattle to the high plains at this time or earlier ς for 

example if the quality of the high plains pastures was superior to the lowland pastures, and cattle 

ŎŀƳŜ ƻŦŦ ƛƴ ŀǳǘǳƳƴ ƛƴ ƳǳŎƘ ōŜǘǘŜǊ ŎƻƴŘƛǘƛƻƴ ǘƘŀƴ ƛŦ ǘƘŜȅΩŘ ōŜŜƴ ƭŜŦǘ ƻƴ ǘhe lowlands. And given   

ǘƘŜ ǘŀōƭŜƭŀƴŘǎΩ Ǿŀǎǘ ŜȄǇŀƴǎŜ ǘƘŜǊŜ ǿŜǊŜ ŎŜǊǘŀƛƴƭȅ ƳƻǳǘƘ-watering opportunities to rent them out to 

other pastoral enterprises for summer agistment. I am in no doubt that such opportunities were the 

reason Charles Ibbotson, of the Dalgety Stock & Station agency, acquired the licence for Tawonga in 

1854, meaning that the full composition of the run and its commercial potential was at the very least 

understood, if not actually exploited, by the previous owner (John Routh, 1849 ς 1854). 

 

Grazing of the tableland from the Omeo side began sometime later via the Bundaramunjie run.  

Bundaramunjie comprised a very substantial ridge which merges into the southern end of the high 

plains and gave direct and easy access. It has been suggested that the Grays, from Cobungra station, 

led the way.116 IƻǿŜǾŜǊΣ L ŘƻƴΩǘ ǘƘƛƴƪ ǘƘŀǘ ƛǎ ŜƴǘƛǊŜƭȅ ǘǊǳŜΣ ǘƘƻǳƎƘ ǘƘŜȅ Ƴŀȅ ƘŀǾŜ ƘŀŘ ŀ ƘŀƴŘ ƛƴ ƛǘΦ Lƴ 

fact, Bundaramunjie was a new run established on the application of Frederick John Cobb Wildash in 

1857. The licence was dated from March of that year but being the creator of the run, actual 

stocking by Wildash probably commenced earlier, in the late spring or early summer of 1856. At the 

same time Wildash also formed the Buenba run, north of Benambra, which was licensed for the 

same period.  

 

C W / ²ƛƭŘŀǎƘΩǎ ǘǿƻ ǘŜƴŀƴŎƛŜǎ ŀǊŜ ŎǳǊƛƻǳǎ ƻƴ ŀ ƴǳƳōŜǊ ƻŦ ŀŎŎƻǳƴǘǎΥ ǘƘŜƛǊ ǎƘƻǊǘ ŘǳǊŀǘƛƻƴ όу ƳƻƴǘƘǎύΤ 

the fact that there were two of them in the one district; and the absence of any other pastoral runs 

in his name in Victoria at that time (or before or after).  

 

F J C Wildash was born in Britain in February 1825, 117 and came to the Australian colonies some time 

during the late 1840s. In 1850 he is recorded as entering horses at the Ovens River races118 and in 

August 1857, before his two tenancies expired, he was applying for a paid position as pound keeper 

at Wangaratta where he was apparently living.119 There is not much evidence here of serious 

pastoral credentials, although later, in 1865, he did purchase Canning Downs sheep station, near 

Warwick, southern Queensland, and built quite a reputation as an astute wool grower and a 

 
115 Victorian Government Gazette, 1862, 18th December 
116 WƻƘƴ w DǊŜƴǾƛƭƭŜΣ ά/ƻōǳƴƎǊŀ {ǘŀǘƛƻƴέ ƛƴ ±ƻƛŎŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ aƻǳƴǘŀƛƴǎΣ bƻΦ фΣ мфусΣ ǇǇ о - 31 
117 The Queenslander, Sat 6 May 1882, Page 565, Death of Mr. Wildash. 
118 The Melbourne Daily News, Tue 26 Mar 1850, Page 2, OVENS RIVER RACES. 
119 Ovens and Murray Advertiser, Fri 28 Aug 1857, Page 2, THE APPOINTMENT OF POUNDKEEPER 



notorious gamer of land selection rules, acquiring control of large areas via secret arrangements 

with third parties.120 

 

However, his brother, Charles Cobb Wildash, was a bona fide squatter who resided at Burrowe, in 

the NSW Riverina district, northwest of Goulburn, 121  and between 1846-1849 held the licence for 

Thowgla Station in North East Victoria.122 C C Wildash was also appointed a magistrate at Arkstone 

Forest, NSW, in 1857.123 

 

Riverina graziers commonly sent livestock to the NSW Snowy Mountains for drought relief grazing 

from the 1830s, and for the same reason periodically sent sheep and cattle further afield to the 

Victorian snow country, between the 1860s and 1930s. Given what is known about the two Wildash 

brothers, it is plausible to suggest that they took large numbers of drought affected sheep from the 

wƛǾŜǊƛƴŀ ŘƛǎǘǊƛŎǘ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ .ǳƴŘŀǊŀƳǳƴƧƛŜ ŀƴŘ .ǳŜƴōŀ ǇŀǎǘƻǊŀƭ Ǌǳƴǎ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ мурсκрт ǎǳƳƳŜǊΦ LǘΩǎ ŀƭǎƻ 

not out of the question that they relied heavily in this endeavour on the Gray / Meighan family ς 

fellow residents of Wangaratta and pioneer graziers of the Cobungra locality. 

 

The licence for Bundaramunjie passed to Edward Gray (son of George senior, brother of George jnr, 

& son-in-law of John Meighan) after Wildash had finished with it. For the four years that the licence 

ǿŀǎ ǊŜƎƛǎǘŜǊŜŘ ƛƴ 9ŘǿŀǊŘΩǎ ƴŀƳŜ ƘŜ ƳŀƛƴǘŀƛƴŜŘ ŀǘ ōŜǎǘ ŀ ǾŜǊȅ ǎƳŀƭƭ ǎǘŀƴŘƛƴƎ ƘŜǊŘ ƻŦ ŎŀǘǘƭŜΦ .ǳǘ ƛǘ 

looks to me that the real value of the run continued to be its suitability for hosting livestock from 

outside the region. Summer agistment on the tableland was taken to a whole new level when 

.ǳƴŘŀǊŀƳǳƴƧƛŜ ǿŀǎ ǎƻƭŘ ƻƴ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ǿƻƻƭ ōǊƻƪŜǊǎ W I /ƭƻǳƎƘ ϧ /ƻ ƛƴ муснΦ /ƭƻǳƎƘΩǎ ŀƭǎƻ ǇǳǊŎƘŀǎŜŘ 

Darbalary from Meighan & G Gray around the same time and held both runs for eight years, finally 

bowing out in 1870. Though I have found no stocking data, a large livestock company holding two 

prime tracts of high plains country suggests a substantial influx of sheep each summer throughout 

the 1860s.  

 

The following map shows the tenancy picture between the mid-1850s and late 1870s. The western 

third of the tableland was under licence (Tawonga & Bundaramunjie) but the remainder was 

untenanted until the Lands Department created the very sizable Bogong High Plain grazing run and 

sold it at auction in August 1866. It seems strange that such a large area of prime summer grazing 

land would stand unlicensed for such a long time, but nevertheless that seems to have been the 

case. However, it is unlikely that it was unused ς there would certainly have been a regular spill-over 

of livestock from Tawonga & Bundaramunjie, and it is also possible that there were also unsuccessful 

new run applications (where land was stocked and then the grazier applied for the creation of a new 

ǊǳƴύΣ ŀǎ ǿŀǎ ǘƘŜ ŎŀǎŜ ǿƛǘƘ 5ŜƎǊŀǾŜǎΩ ǳǎŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ /ƻōǳƴƎǊŀ IƛƎƘ tƭŀƛƴǎΦ ¢Ƙƛǎ ŎƻǳƭŘ ƻƴƭȅ ōŜ ŎƻƴŦƛǊƳŜŘ 

by a forensic examination of Lands Department correspondence records for the period. 

 

 
120 The Queenslander, Sat 6 May 1882, Page 565, Death of Mr. Wildash 
121 The Sydney Morning Herald, Wed 8 Jul 1846, Page 3, Family Notices 
122 The Melbourne Argus, Fri 28 Jul 1848, Page 1, PORT PHILLIP GOVERNMENT GAZETTE 
123 The Sydney Morning Herald, Sat 14 Nov 1857, Page 4 
 



 
Bogong tableland pastoral runs, 1850s to 1870s. Source: Run Plans 381 & 265A 

1/ Tawonga; 2/ Bundaramunjie; 3/ Bogong High Plain run; 4/ Carvilton. 

Pink hatch: overlap between Tawonga & Bogong High Plain runs 

Yellow shading: rough location of Bogong tableland. 

Black line: the fictional Bogong barrier range. 

 

 

The Bogong High Plain pastoral run, as created by the Lands Department, was a whopping 92,000 

acres in size and virtually all of it was snow country.124  That meant it could never be a stand-alone 

squatting run because it contained little or no low land suitable for winter grazing ς so its utility was 

restricted to very large existing pastoral enterprises that needed supplementary summer pasture.  

The right to license the run was put to auction in August 1866 and the successful bidder was Pierce 

 
124   GG 1866, p 1508 



Jones Williams, a man with one small and quite disastrous previous experience in squatting,125 and 

no other runs in his name at the time.  He obviously had no capacity to use the run himself, yet paid 

ŀ ǇǊŜƳƛǳƳ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ǊƛƎƘǘ ǘƻ ǊŜƴǘ ǘƘŜ .ItΩǎ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ ǊŀǘŜ ƻŦ £100 per annum. It is conceivable that 

Williams acted alone anticipating dry conditions and gambling on the chance of sub-letting to a bona 

fide pastoralist. However, at the same auction he also purchased rights to the Dargo High Plain run 

and Glencairn station (a sheep run towards the head of the Macalister River) both of which 

subsequently passed to John Ettershank, a livestock commission agent who did considerable work 

for the notorious squatter Hugh Glass ς see chapter 2. This coincidence, and the very large amounts 

ƻŦ ƳƻƴŜȅ ƛƴǾƻƭǾŜŘΣ ǎǳƎƎŜǎǘ ǘƘŀǘ ²ƛƭƭƛŀƳǎ ƘŀŘ ǎŜŎǊŜǘƭȅ ōƛŘ ƻƴ DƭŀǎǎΩǎ ōŜƘŀƭŦΦ ²ƛƭƭƛŀƳǎΩ ǘŜƴŀƴŎƛŜǎ 

lasted only a 12 months 126 and it seems that for the remainder of the 1860s DƭŀǎǎΩǎ ǎƴƻǿ ŎƻǳƴǘǊȅ 

activities were confined to the near-by Dargo High Plains. 

 

The right to graze the Bogong High Plain run was again put to auction in April 1871, this time for a 

period of 10 years till December 1880 and for only half the annual rent that had been sought in 

1866.127 Surprisingly the run seems not to have attracted sufficient interest, and the tenancy 

remained open for a further four years. 

 

The history of the Bogong High Plain pastoral run is certainly curious. Its late formation, and its 

ǾŀŎŀƴŎȅ ŦƻǊ у ȅŜŀǊǎ ŀŦǘŜǊ ǘƘŜ ǘŜǊƳƛƴŀǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ ²ƛƭƭƛŀƳǎΩs licence, suggest a lack of interest that 

ŎƻƴǘǊŀǎǘŜŘ ƛǘǎ ŜƴƻǊƳƻǳǎ ŎŀǇŀŎƛǘȅ ǘƻ Ƙƻǎǘ ƭƛǾŜǎǘƻŎƪ ŘǳǊƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ǎǳƳƳŜǊΦ Lǘ ŘƻŜǎƴΩǘ ǊŜŀƭƭȅ ƳŀƪŜ ǎŜƴǎŜΣ 

unless perhaps there was something seriously wrong with the tenancy. 

 

The physical description published with the auction notification128 contains one clue pointing to a 

defect. Read the description hereunder in conjunction with Run Plan 265A, and the physical 

description of Tawonga run (above).  

 
Name of Run: Bogong High Plain 

Estimated area: 92,000 acres 

Amount of annual rent: £100 

District of: Beechworth 

Period of occupation: till 31 December, 1870 

Commencing at a point on the Bundarah River one mile and a half beyond its junction with the Big 

River, and bounded on the south by the Bundara River westward to source, thence by a line west to 

the eastern watershed of the Ovens River; on the west by that watershed northward to Mount Nelson 

[Mt Bogong]; on the north by the watershed of Snowy Creek and the Big River south-eastward to a 

point three miles west of Mt Wills; and on the east by the western boundary of Mount Wills Run, being 

a line parallel to the Big River at a distance of one mile and a half westward thereof southward to the 

commencing point.129 

 

A key piece of missing geographical information is the existence of the east branch of the Kiewa 

River which contributed to the mistaken belief that there was an unbroken dividing range 

connecting Mt Feathertop and Mt Bogong (shown as Mt. Nelson on the plan).  As the eastern 

boundary of Tawonga run was described as the source of the Kiewa River, creation of the Bogong 

 
125   Victorian Parliamentary Papers, xxxxxxxxxxxxx  
126  Register of Runs, Book 2: Pierce Jones Williams. 
127 Government Gazette 1871 p 377 
128 Victorian Government Gazette, 1866, page 1508 
129 Ibid 



High Plain run produced an overlapping of boundaries.  Run Plan 381, dated 1871,130 shows this to 

be the case.  Note that Mt Fainter and its adjacent high plains fall well within the southern boundary 

of Tawonga.  So, the licensees of Tawonga run had every right to put cattle onto this part of the 

Bogong High Plains and certainly began to do so sometime between December 1841, when the run 

was created, and 1883 when we have documented evidence of Tawonga cattle and horses being on 

the high plains.  

 

A review of pastoral runs and rents published in 1871131 lists the size of Tawonga as 96,000 acres and 

its carrying capacity as 450 head of cattle ς a nearly 5 fold increase in size and a 4 fold decrease in 

carrying capacity!  Now, carrying capacity was estimated in order to determine the annual rent, the 

formula being: Rent = carrying capacity x 4 shillings. 

  

As an estimate carrying capacity is a contestable figure, and clearly there had been a change in 

methodology which favoured the squatters / station owners. How could the size of Tawonga Station 

more than quadruple in the space of nine years?  Answer: geographical knowledge improved and as 

a result it became apparent that the size of Tawonga Station was much bigger than first thought.  It 

is a fact that runs were defined by the written word, a physical description, rather than lines on a 

map.  The Lands Department drafting clerks were given written descriptions of the runs and it was 

their job to plot boundaries on a map and then calculate the areas.  If their base plans contained 

accurate information about the existence and location of water courses and mountain ranges, then 

the boundaries they plotted and areas they calculated would be reasonably accurate; otherwise 

probably not.  So, it is readily seen that the original description of Tawonga run was combined with a 

quite inaccurate understanding of the landscape. 

 

 

 
130  
131 Victorian Government Gazette, 1871, page 591 and onwards 



 
Run Plan 265A (part), 1866  

 

The earliest hard evidence of regular licensed grazing of the Bogong High Plain run dates to the mid-

1870s132 and brings together themes of low level local use and less frequent heavy stockings by more 

distant pastoralists.  In 1875 the owners of Ensay station, a large sheep and cattle property south of 

Omeo, acquired the licence to the Bogong High Plain run as it was described in 1866 and 1871 (ie the 

whole of the tableland less Bundaramunjie), with the intention of using it as drought relief insurance 

and for speculative livestock trading (buying cheaply in spring, moving the animals to the high plains 

for summer, and then selling at a higher price in autumn).  The following year the Carvillton run was 

created by the Lands Department, based on new geographical information about the existence of 

the east branch of the Kiewa River.  This run included Mt Bogong and the northern watershed of the 

Kiewa River, thus encompassing a significant proportion of the high plains.  We know the licensees 

of Carvillton put stock on the Bogong High Plains in the summer of 1877/78 because Ensay Station 

lodged a complaint about it.133  The problem of overlapping boundaries was partly resolved when 

the Lands Department upheld the rights of Ensay, and Carvillton was duly truncated to less than half 

ƛǘǎ ƻǊƛƎƛƴŀƭ ǎƛȊŜΦ  !ǎ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ƻǾŜǊƭŀǇ ǿƛǘƘ ¢ŀǿƻƴƎŀΣ ƛǘ ŘƻŜǎƴΩǘ ǎŜŜƳ ǘƻ ƘŀǾŜ ōŜŜƴ ŀ ǇǊƻōƭŜm. 

 

 
132  Lands Department file 323/119. Licensed by K. McKenzie of Ensay Station in 1875. 
133 Lands Department grazing license file Omeo 323/119 



 
Run Plan 381 (part) 1876, showing the southern boundaries of Tawonga Station once the west and east branches of the 

Kiewa River were plotted correctly. 

 

Correspondence from 1883 in the Ensay station archives, used to compile Table 2.2, indicates that 

low level use by local graziers (including Tawonga Station) amounted to about 800 head from the 

Ovens & Kiewa valleys.  There may have been a similar volume taken up from the Omeo side.  The 

reason I say this is that the person reporting the numbers taken up from the west side was Osborne 

Young, the holder of Bundaramunjie run which merged into the southern end of the Bogong High 

Plains and who, being conveniently on location, was managing the plains on behalf of Ensay station.  

What did he get out of this appointment?  Almost certainly free grazing on the plains for his own 

livestock, and perhaps ŀƭǎƻ ǘƘŜ ǊƛƎƘǘ ǘƻ ǘŀƪŜ ƛƴ ƻǘƘŜǊ ǇŜƻǇƭŜΩǎ ǎǘƻŎƪ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ǎǳƳƳŜǊΦ   



 

As the following 1878 newspaper report suggests, by this time there was already quite a level of 

organization and co-operation amongst graziers which was to characterize grazing of the Bogong 

High Plains for the next century. 

 

¢ƘŜ άŎƻƳōƛƴŜŘ ǎǘƻŎƪ ƻǿƴŜǊǎέ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ Ovens River brought in their cattle last week from the 
Bogong plains for the winter, being in splendid condition; over 600 head all sorts and sizes 
τ not a bad muster for the "Cocky's" on the river. The best of it all, any and everybody's 
cow or bullock being depastured on the plains at a very nominal cost, and no better feed, 

perhaps, to be found in any other part of the colony.134 
 

So, in summary, there was probably low level grazing from the Kiewa, Ovens and Omeo sides from 

the mid to late 1850s, punctuated by periodic influxes of much larger numbers of stock in dry years 

or other times when big pastoral enterprises were on the scene. 

 

Mt St .Bernard ς Mt Hotham ς aǘ CŜŀǘƘŜǊǘƻǇ Χ ŀƴŘ aǘ .ƻƎƻƴƎ, and associated  ridges 

 

The Cobungra high plains are really a long ridge that leads directly to Mt Hotham, so it is likely that 

the first grazing of Mt Hotham was from the Cobungra side, probably in the late 1850s. However, in 

the beginning it would have been rather incidental since Hotham is quite exposed and the Cobungra 

high plains provide a much more sheltered and productive grazing environment.  Nevertheless, 

ǘƘŜǊŜ ŎŀƳŜ ŀ ǘƛƳŜ ǿƘŜƴ ǘƘŜ ōŀƭŘ Ƴƻǳƴǘŀƛƴ ǘƻǇǎ ǿŜǊŜ ǘƘŜ ŎƘƻǎŜƴ ŘŜǎǘƛƴŀǘƛƻƴ ŦƻǊ ǎƻƳŜƻƴŜΩǎ 

livestock.   

 

DƻǳƭŘΩǎ {ǘŀǘƛƻƴ ǿŀǎ ŜǎǘŀōƭƛǎƘŜŘ ƛƴ мусп135 and was operated by Robert Gould until 1870.  The 

station was located in the upper reaches of the Ovens River, on its east side, and included river flats 

and the long ridge leading up to Mt Feathertop (now known as the northwest spur).  After Gould 

abandoned the run it lay vacant until the grazing rights were purchased at auction in April 1872 by 

former gold miner Peter Howman.136  His relative, William Howman, a butcher at Harrietville, 

successfully tendered for the newly created Mt St Bernard East run in March 1876 which abutted 

DƻǳƭŘΩǎ Ǌǳƴ ŀƴŘ ǿƻǳƭŘ ƘŀǾŜ ǇǊŜǾƛƻǳǎƭȅ ōŜŜƴ ƎǊŀȊŜŘ ŀǘ ƭŜŀǎǘ ǘƻ ǎƻƳŜ ŜȄǘŜƴǘ ōȅ ŎŀǘǘƭŜ ŦǊƻƳ DƻǳƭŘΩǎ 

run.  Ordinarily a butcher would have had no need to rent rough mountain tops; a well-watered 

fattening paddock not too far from his slaughtering shed is all the grazing land that would be 

required.  So it seems reasonable to assume William took the Mt St Bernard East run on behalf of 

Peter.  All this suggests that grazing of Mt Feathertop and the Razorback ridge that leads to Mt 

Hotham was underway by the mid 1870s, if not the mid 1860s ς for if Howman was grazing the tops 

ǘƘŜǊŜ ƛǎ ǇǊƻōŀōƭȅ ƴƻ ǊŜŀǎƻƴ ǿƘȅ Ƙƛǎ ǇǊŜŘŜŎŜǎǎƻǊ DƻǳƭŘ ǿƻǳƭŘƴΩǘ ƘŀǾŜ ŘƻƴŜ ǎƻ ŀƭǎƻΦ   ¢ƘŜ ƴǳƳōŜǊ ƻŦ 

ŎŀǘǘƭŜ ƛƴǾƻƭǾŜŘ ǿƻǳƭŘ ƘŀǾŜ ōŜŜƴ ǾŜǊȅ ǎƳŀƭƭ ŀǎ DƻǳƭŘΩǎ Ǌǳƴ ƘŀŘ ŀn assessed carrying capacity of only 

about 100 head. 

 

 
134 Ovens & Murray Advertiser, 18/4/1878, page 3 
135 As a sub-division of the Little Portland run 
136 Victorian Government Gazettes 1872 page 340; Register of Runs, Book 1 



 
Run Plan 153A (part) ς {ƘƻǿƛƴƎ DƻǳƭŘΩǎ {ǘŀǘƛƻƴ ŀǎ ŘŜǎŎǊƛōŜŘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ±ƛŎǘƻǊƛŀƴ DƻǾŜǊƴƳŜƴǘ DŀȊŜǘǘŜ мутнΣ ǇŀƎŜ оплΣ муΣллл 

acres; north boundary: Snowy Creek; west boundary: Ovens River; east boundary: the Ovens / Kiewa divide.  Mt 

Feathertop (unmarked) is in the south east corner of the run. (SLV) 

 

Local oral history has it that the first cattle to graze on Mt Bogong were taken up in 1882 by George 

Maddison who had worked for many years as a stockman on Tawonga Station.137  He cut the track 

up the Staircase Spur to provide access and for many years took up small numbers of cattle.  1882 

was undoubtedly the first time Maddison took cattle up to Mt Bogong, but it would be surprising if 

the first grazing of the mount was so late, given that it is visible and easily accessible from the Kiewa 

Valley where pastoral stations had been established since the early 1840s.  In fact, Mt Bogong was a 

key part of the Carvillton grazing run which, as previously mentioned, was first offered for tender in 

1876138 and taken on licence by John Gray and Thomas Crouch until 1886.139 With their plans to 

graze the Bogong High Plains thwarted and their run truncated Gray & Crouch had no option but to 

put their cattle onto Mt Bogong in 1878.  Some years later they were joined by Peter Howman. 

 

!ŦǘŜǊ ƴŜŀǊƭȅ ǘŜƴ ȅŜŀǊǎ ŀǘ IŀǊǊƛŜǘǾƛƭƭŜ ƻƴ DƻǳƭŘΩǎ wǳƴΣ IƻǿƳŀƴ ŘŜŎƛŘŜŘ ǘƻ ǊŜƭƻŎŀǘŜ Ƙƛǎ ƎǊŀȊƛƴƎ 

interests to the Kiewa valley, away from the hustle of mining life.  In 1881 he won the tender for 

4,500 acres of largely rough hill country west of Mountain Creek which was now all that remained of 

 
137 Interview with Jack Maddison, 1977 
138 Victorian Government Gazette, 1876 page 1499; Lands Department file Omeo 323/119 
139 Lands Department Rent Roll book (Agricultural Leases), Beechworth District 1875 



the old Mullindolingong run.140 Mullindolingong was situated immediately west of Carvillton and 

north of Tawonga station ς see Lands Department Run Plan 381.  Howman shifted his residence to 

aƻǳƴǘŀƛƴ /ǊŜŜƪ ƛƴ мууоΣ ǇŀǎǎƛƴƎ ƻƴ DƻǳƭŘΩǎ Ǌǳƴ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ IƻǿŀǊŘ ŦŀƳƛƭȅ ǿƘƻ ǿŜǊŜ ǊŜƎǳƭŀǊ ŦƛȄǘǳǊŜǎ ŀǘ 

Mt Feathertop for the next 100 years.  In what is rather illuminating documentary evidence Howman 

applied to the licensees of the Bogong High Plain run to for permission to put cattle on the on the 

high plains in 1883,141 and he probably had earlier experience on the high plains with the combined 

Ovens Valley graziers, and a reasonable expectation that this privilege might be granted.  But his 

new neighbours at Tawonga station had other ideas, and strongly objected; and permission was 

denied. We can only speculate about the reasons, but clearly the managers of Tawonga station did 

ƴƻǘ ǿŜƭŎƻƳŜ IƻǿƳŀƴΩǎ ŀǊǊƛǾŀƭ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ YƛŜǿŀ ±ŀƭƭŜȅΦ   

 

tŜǘŜǊ IƻǿƳŀƴΩǎ ƳƻǾŜ ǘƻ aƻǳƴǘŀƛƴ /ǊŜŜƪ ƭƻƻƪŜŘ ǎŜǘ ǘƻ ŦŀƭǘŜǊ ōŀŘƭȅ ǿƛǘƘƻǳǘ ŀŎŎŜǎǎ ǘƻ ƎƻƻŘ ǎǳƳƳŜǊ 

grazing country.  But he was lucky to have chosen a run at the foot of Mt Bogong.  The oral history 

suggests that Howman was grazing cattle on Mt Bogong from the early 1880s and if this is correct he 

Ƴǳǎǘ ƘŀǾŜ ǎǘǊǳŎƪ ŀ ŘŜŀƭ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ ƭƛŎŜƴǎŜŜǎ ƻŦ /ŀǊǾƛƭƭǘƻƴ ǘƻ ǎƘŀǊŜ ǘƘŜ ƳƻǳƴǘΦ   /ƭŜŀǊƭȅ ƘŜ ŘƛŘƴΩǘ ƘŀǾŜ 

to quit Mullindolingong, and he did go on to become the largest ever grazier on Mt Bogong by the 

early 1900s.  The tenure records show that in 1886 Howman secured a Section 21 grazing lease over 

most of the Mt Bogong locality, and when the lease expired he licensed 10,000 acres on the eastern 

fall of Mt Bogong from 1/1/1897.142 He also rented 14,000 acres of lowland bush at Trappers Creek 

(a tributary of the Mitta Mitta River) from 1/1/1893143 which was much more productive winter 

country than the Mullindolingong forest.  He moved his residence from Mountain Creek to the Mitta 

Mitta valley after the arrival of the rabbit plague.144   

 

There is also evidence that supports some of the Maddison story.  George Maddison is recorded as 

obtaining the 5,900 acre remnant of Carvillton run in 1887 145 and we can surmise that he also had a 

working arrangement with Gray & Crouch for the previous five years and subsequently worked co-

operatively as the minor partner with Howman.  

 

Carvillton itself was preceded by another run called Highlands (or Bogong) which was licensed for a 

brief period from 1st January 1859 by Thomas Hamilton and John R Horn.146 Under this licence 

Hamilton & Horn had the opportunity to graze stock on Mt Bogong during the summer of 1858/59. 

Though there is no other evidence of Mt Bogong being grazed at this early date, assuming a cheque 

for the specified rent of £20 was presented with the tender application (ie that Hamilton and Horn 

would have wasted their money had they not proceeded to use the run) I think it is likely Mt Bogong 

was grazed during early 1859, and probably by quite a larger herd or mob.  The reason I say this is 

that neither Hamilton nor Horn had runs nearby so any movement of stock to Mt Bogong must have 

involved significant numbers to make it worth the time, effort and money.147 Perhaps they 

 
140 Victorian Government Gazette, 1881 page 908, and 1882 page 76 
141 IŀƳƛƭǘƻƴ tŀǇŜǊǎΣ LƴǿŀǊŘ ŎƻǊǊŜǎǇƻƴŘŜƴŎŜ ΧΧΧΦΦ 
142 Lands Department Rent Roll book (Agricultural Leases), Beechworth District 1875; Victorian Government 
Gazette 1897 page 187. 
143 Lands Department Rent Roll book (Agricultural Leases), Beechworth District 1875; Victorian Government 
Gazette 1893, pages 931 & 1791 
144 Interview with Wally Ryder, 1977 
145 Victorian Government Gazette, 1888, page 3895, and 1887 page 49 
146   Victorian Government Gazette 1859 page 547 
147   The squatting records, in particular Billis & Kenyon (1932), mention two pastoralists named Thomas 
IŀƳƛƭǘƻƴΥ ƻƴŜ ƭƻŎŀǘŜŘ ŀǘ wƛŘŘŜƭƭΩǎ /ǊŜŜƪΣ ƴƻǊǘƘ ƻŦ aŜƭōƻǳǊƴŜΣ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ƻǘƘŜǊ ŀǘ IŀǊǊƻǿ ƛƴ ǿŜǎǘŜǊƴ ±ƛŎǘƻǊƛŀΦ   



purchased cheap stock and parked them on the mount for the summer before moving on to the final 

destination, where-ever that may have been.  However, for strangers to the locality to conduct a 

successful operation in such rough and difficult terrain would have required substantial assistance 

from local stockmen ς implying that at this time there was already a good working knowledge of the 

mountain. 

 

The Highlands run was quite ephemeral.  Records show that it was not listed for renewal the 

following year 148 and in the Lands Department register book recording the details of each run there 

ƛǎ ŀƴ ǳƴŘŀǘŜŘ ǇŜƴŎƛƭƭŜŘ ƴƻǘŀǘƛƻƴ ΨŜȄǘƛƴŎǘΩ ŀŘƧŀŎŜƴǘ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ IƛƎƘƭŀƴŘǎ ŜƴǘǊȅΦ149  Nevertheless it draws 

attention to the possibility that snow country grazing runs were used at a much earlier date than 

indicated in local oral history by large, distant grazing operations for short term, summer relief, or 

speculative livestock ventures.  In this regard it is worth noting that Thomas Hamilton also rented 

the newly created Mt Baw Baw run (in South Gippsland district) shortly after (1862), this time for at 

least three years.150  The rent was assessed in 1862 at £336 per annum, which was a huge amount 

suggestive of very large herds or flocks being involved.   

 

 
Lands Department Run Plan 1381A (part) 1863, showing location of the Highlands Run (SLV) 

 

 

 
148   Victorian Government Gazette 1860 page 52 
149   Register of Runs, Book 1 (Department of Crown Lands & Survey) 
150  Register of Runs, Book 1 (Department of Crown Lands & Survey); Victorian Government Gazette, 1862, 18th 
December, and 1864, page 1254 



 
 

 

ϝϝ мнлл ƘŜŀŘ ƻŦ ŎŀǘǘƭŜ ǎƻƭŘ муфу ǿƛǘƘ YƛƴƎΩǎ /ƻōǳƴƎǊŀ ǎǘŀǘƛƻƴ 151 

 

1000 head from Harrietville on dhps in feb 1930; 6000 from Omeo & 3000 from Kiewa valley to 

ōƘǇǎΤ ǿŜǘ ǎǳƳƳŜǊΣ ƪƴŜŜ ƘƛƎƘ ƎǊŀǎǎ ƻƴ ƘǇΩǎ152 

 

May 1932 12,000 -15,000 head to be mustered off bhps, cob hps & dargo hps153 

April 1937 12000 head to be mustered from bhps & 5000 from dhps154 

March 1938, Treasures mustering 3000 head155; 4000 head total off dhps156, or 12000 & 5000157 

Jan 1939 6000 -7000 head on dhps threatened by fire158; or 5000 ς 6000 head159 

16000 head on dhps & bhps 1945/46160 

 

v)  The Snowy Range and Dargo High Plains 

 

The Dargo high plains, most of the Snowy Range & all the land between were originally bundled into 

the gigantic Eaglevale squatting run, the licence for which was issued to Angus McMillan in 1857.  At 

870,000 acres it is the most unusual squatting venture I've come across in my studies of snow 

country grazing. It was by far the biggest grazing run in the colony, and McMillan was granted it for 

an annual rent of only £15 - suggesting that he represented the carrying capacity to be a mere 2500 

 
151 Bairnsdale Advertiser and Tambo and Omeo Chronicle, Thu 12 May 1898, Page 2 
152 Gippsland Times, Mon 24 Feb 1930, Page 3, GREAT PASTURE SEASON IN THE ALPS 
153 The Burrowa News (NSW), Fri 6 May 1932, Page 6, CALLING CATTLE HOME 
154The Herald (Melbourne), Sat 3 Apr 1937, Page 10, High Plains Cattlemen Begin Arduous Muster  
155 The Herald (Melbourne), Mon 7 Mar 1938, Page 1, Cattlemen On Remote Dargo Get Surprise Air Mail 
156 The Herald (Melbourne), Wed 23 Mar 1938, Page 16, STUD SHEEP FROM N.Z. 
157 The Newcastle Sun (NSW), Tue 12 Apr 1938, Page 8, CATTLEMEN READY FOR BIG DRIVE IN ALPS 
158 The Herald (Melbourne), Mon 9 Jan 1939, Page 3, MANY COUNTRY FIRES STILL RAGING 
159 The Herald (Melbourne), Tue 10 Jan 1939, Page 1, MANY TOWNS IN PERIL FROM BUSH FIRES 
160 Gippsland Times, Thu 23 May 1946, Page 6, DARGO HIGH PLAINS 
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sheep.161 However, in 1862 the ƎƻǾŜǊƴƳŜƴǘΩǎ general review of runs and rents estimated a carrying 

capacity of 6525 head of cattle (or approximately 40,000 sheep),162 & accordingly struck an annual 

rent of £652 which aŎaƛƭƭŀƴΩǎ ŎǊŜŘƛǘƻǊǎΣ YŀȅŜ ϧ .ǳǘchart, who had foreclosed on his loans and 

taken possession of his assets in 1861, paid for the next four years.  {ƘƻǊǘƭȅ ŀŦǘŜǊ aŎaƛƭƭŀƴΩǎ ŘŜŀǘƘ 

the Lands Department broke the run into four more conventionally sized runs. James Butchart 

retained the new and now much smaller Eaglevale (which I henceforth refer to as Eaglevale 2), and 

the other three were put to auction in August 1866.163 

It is possible that Eaglevale was originally a paper asset ς a right to graze land that was not actually 

exercised but was held as a speculative investment.  A lot of its potential future value rested with its 

anticipated high resale value in the event that the general locality became heavily populated, for 

example in the event of a gold rush to the area.  McMillan would certainly have had evidence that 

the upper Mitchell River was auriferous as he had a squatting run on the Dargo River (Cuagmungie) 

and is known to have spent much time exploring the area.  Peter Gardner has neatly summarized 

McMillan's key role in promoting, establishing and supporting A.W Howitt's government funded 

prospecting expedition to the upper Mitchell River - mostly during McMillan's short parliamentary 

tenure.164  It seems that virtually all Howitt's time was spent on the original Eaglevale.   

Had the government prospecting expedition been approved some years earlier McMillan would 

surely have made a windfall gain by selling the grazing rights at a premium, or actually stocking the 

run to supply butchers on the newly discovered adjacent gold fields.  So, McMillan's enthusiasm for 

the expedition would appear to have been driven significantly by expectations of personal gain, and 

by today's standards his involvement might be considered pretty corrupt.  But perhaps in those 

times the values and standards were different. Unfortunately for McMillan his pastoral empire 

collapsed before the alpine goldfields were rushed. 

 

²ƘŜƴ YŀȅŜ ϧ .ǳǘŎƘŀǊǘ ǘƻƻƪ ǇƻǎǎŜǎǎƛƻƴ 9ŀƎƭŜǾŀƭŜ ǿŀǎ ƴƻǘ ǎǘƻŎƪŜŘΦ ¢Ƙŀǘ ƳŜŀƴǘ ƛǘ ŘƛŘƴΩǘ ƘŀǾŜ ŀ 

ǎǘŀƴŘƛƴƎ ƘŜǊŘΦ  .ǳǘ ǘƘŀǘ ŘƻŜǎƴΩǘ ƳŜŀƴ 9ŀƎƭŜǾŀƭŜ ǿŀǎƴΩǘ ƎǊŀȊŜŘ ŘǳǊƛƴƎ aŎaƛƭƭŀƴΩǎ ǘŜƴǳǊŜΦ !ǘ ǘƘŜ ǾŜǊȅ 

least the most valuable and accessible part of the run, the Dargo high plains, is likely to have been 

available for summer relief grazing, no doubt arranged through the agency of K & B. Then, during the 

subsequent tenure of Kaye & Butchart, when the annual rent was increased 40 fold, it seems highly 

improbable that Kaye & Butchart (although very wealthy, & holding 18 squatting runs in 1862 under 

their name in Victoria alone), would have continued to pay such a huge rent without at least seeking 

some immediate off-setting return.  With all their contacts and opportunities as stock and station 

agents they would easily have found ŎƭƛŜƴǘΩǎ eager for summer grazing.  So, if this line of reasoning is 

correct we would expect there to have been quite large mobs of sheep and cattle on the Dargo high 

plains between 1862 and 1865.  

 
161 According to the 1847 Squatting Regulations annual rent comprised a flat fee of £10 per run plus £2 per 
1000 sheep of carrying capacity 
162 Victorian Government Gazette, 1862, December 18th, North Gippsland district 
163 My recollection of the relevant Lands Department file, viewed once about 45 years ago, was that it 
contained only one paper: an application written in 1856 to license 16,000 acres. The reasons this file was so 
memorable were its disappointing lack of content, the unusually small area applied for, and the huge area that 
was finally granted the next year. Subsequently I realized that when the notice of license was first gazetted the 
area of the run was not disclosed, and during the time Eaglevale was licensed to McMillan its annual rent was 
only a nominal amount based on a tiny assumed carrying capacity. In 1862, less than 12 months after the 
license passed to Kaye & Butchart the rent was increased by a factor of 43! ς all very strange. Looks very much 
as if McMillan had friends in high places. 
164 Peter Gardner, Our Founding Murdering Forefather. 



 

Eaglevale was broken into four smaller runs in 1866, and for the next three years it seems that the 

Dargo High Plain component was held by agents of the giant pastoralist Hugh Glass. This has been 

discussed at some length in chapter 2. Again very large mobs of sheep.  

 

We have clear evidence of sheep again being grazed on the Dargo High Plains in the summer of 

1869/70 thanks to a court case reported in the Gippsland Times newspaper.165  The case concerned 

the excessively slow droving of sheep up the Macalister River valley, through the Glenmaggie and 

Glenfalloch runs en-route to Glencairn station. Law provided that sheep in transit be driven at least 6 

miles per day and the plaintiffs alleged that the pace was only 3 miles per day and consequently the 

sheep were improperly eating free from their properties.  Our interest in this case arises from the 

facts that: the defendant was Henry Sweetapple, a licensee of the Dargo High Plain run; the 

ŘŜǎǘƛƴŀǘƛƻƴ ǎǘŀǘƛƻƴ ǿŀǎ ƘŜƭŘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ƴŀƳŜ ƻŦ WƻƘƴ 9ǘǘŜǊǎƘŀƴƪ όIǳƎƘ DƭŀǎǎΩǎ ŎƻƴŦƛŘŀƴǘύ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ƴŜȄǘ 

year passed into the name of William F Gibb, a co-licensee of the high plains; and the flock had come 

from the Dargo High Plains and was originally destined for Melbourne before becoming lame. 

 

Mr Harper, the occupier of the [Glenmaggie] run, proved that he received notice from 

defendant of his intention to drive his sheep through the Glenmaggie run to Glencairn 

station. The sheep did not travel more than three miles a day.   Defendant stated that he 

had brought the sheep from the Dargo High Plains, and was driving them to Melbourne, but 

in consequence of the wet weather the sheep became scalded in the feet, and he, therefore, 

determined to take them to Glencairn. When he arrived with the sheep on Glenmaggie run 

Frank [the owner of Glenmaggie station] told him he would stop the sheep as they were 

unfit to travel, and were apparently suffering from foot-rot. Witness drove the sheep each 

day as far as he could, but owing to their being so lame he could not drive them six miles a 

day. He was anxious to get them to Glencairn station as soon as possible, so as to save the   

expense of men's wages in driving the sheep; and had no intention to let them remain on 

complainant's run longer than was necessary.166 

  

We can safely assume that the number of sheep diverted to Glencairn was large-ish (because the 

case would never have been taken to court if the mob was small), and was likely only a fraction of 

the total put on the Dargo high plains towards the end of 1869. The origin of the sheep is unclear, 

but as Gippsland is not prime sheep country, in all likelihood most came from northern Victoria or 

the NSW Riverina region. Evidently the drovers employed to take the sheep to Melbourne were 

based at Glencairn station and were paid at a higher rate when on the road (the rationale behind the 

ŘŜŦŜƴŘŀƴǘΩǎ ŎƭŀƛƳ ǘƘŀǘ ƘŜ ǿŀǎ ƳƻǾƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ Ƴƻō ŀƭƻƴƎ ŀǎ Ŧŀǎǘ ŀǎ ǇƻǎǎƛōƭŜύΦ This points to a pivotal role 

of Glencairn in the management of the Dargo high plain summer grazing run during the tenancies of 

John Ettershank and his various associates (August 1866 ς 1872). 

 

While Glencairn is difficult to get to, being situated in the mountainous headwaters of the Macalister 

River at the very foot of the snow country, in 1866 it was very conveniently connected to the Dargo 

High Plains by a newly constructed track linking the Woods Point, Crooked River & Omeo goldfields. 

This government funded road, known as McMillans track, was completed in 1864, and passed 

through the centre of the Glencairn, giving the proprietors of the run unbelievable access to the 

mountain gold mining centres as well as to tƘŜ ǎǳƳƳŜǊ ǇŀǎǘǳǊŜǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ 5ItΩǎ. For a large but distant 

 
165 Gippsland Times, 18/6/1870, page 3 
166 Ibid 



pastoral operation seeking to exploit the considerable summer grazing potential of the Dargo high 

plains, Glencairn station was a very clever strategic adjunct. It provided a year-round centre of 

expertise and local knowledge, a stand-alone grazing operation that could viably use the high plains 

each summer irrespective of the number of additional sheep sourced from the elsewhere, and a 

destination for livestock coming off the high plains in autumn that, for whatever reason, were not 

ready for market. So this is how I think things worked. Each December, after the winter snow had 

melted and the snow country soils had dried out, up to 10,000 sheep were dispatched from 

DƭŜƴŎŀƛǊƴ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ 5ItΩǎΣ Ǿƛŀ aŎaƭƭŀƴǎ ǘǊŀŎƪΦ  They were joined by usually a larger number of sheep 

sourced from northern Victoria and /or the NSW Riverina. The following March, before wet weather 

set in, the sheep were removed from the summer pastures, with those ready for market being sent 

directly to Melbourne via north Gippsland, and the remaindŜǊ ŜƛǘƘŜǊ ǘƻ DƭŜƴŎŀƛǊƴ Ǿƛŀ aŎaƛƭƭŀƴΩǎ 

track or to destinations in northern Victoria or NSW. 

 

Diverting to Glencairn flocks already on the road to market was no doubt a rare event. 

Whether IŜƴǊȅ {ǿŜŜǘŀǇǇƭŜΩǎ ƭŀƳŜ ŦƭƻŎƪ ǿŀǎ ŀ ƭŀǎǘ ōǳǊƴƛƴƎ ŜƳōŜǊ ƻŦ IǳƎƘ DƭŀǎǎΩǎ ǇŀǎǘƻǊŀƭ ŜƳǇƛǊŜΣ ŀ 

transaction directed by stock agents Ettershank, Eagleton & co., or perhaps, less likely, the 

SweeǘŀǇǇƭŜΩǎ ϧ Dƛōō ƛƴŘŜǇŜƴŘŜƴǘƭȅ ŘŀōōƭƛƴƎ ƛƴ ǎǇŜŎǳƭŀǘƛǾŜ ōǳȅƛƴƎΣ ƛǎ ǳƴŎƭŜŀǊ167, but we do know 

that this was one of the last times large mobs of sheep were grazed on the Dargo High Plains.  

Thereafter the licensees were local pastoralists who were predominantly cattlemen.  

 

------------------------------------------------- 

 

Thanks to the efforts of the aforementioned livestock agents promoting the Dargo High Plains to 

their clients the plains had acquired a somewhat mythical reputation, as is illustrated by the 

following newspaper report of 1879: 

 

The Dargo High Plains are celebrated as a magnificent summer country. They are situated 
at an altitude of 4000 feet above the level of the sea. In winter stock are driven to the lower 
country, but they are returned to the tableland as quickly as possible. Stories, almost 
incredible did not they come from so many varied sources, are related of the amazing 
fattening qualities of the herbage on these plateaux. Mr Jones is the principal run holder, 
and though he sends his cattle away in winter, resides at his station all the year round. 168 
 

When the original over-sized Eaglevale run was subdivided by the Lands Department in 1866, the 

Dargo High Plains were also divided into two parts. The western half was bundled with adjacent high 

ridges and deep valleyǎ ǘƻ ŦƻǊƳ ǘƘŜ мслΣллл ŀŎǊŜ .ŜŜŎƘŜǊΩǎ Iƛƭƭ ǊǳƴΣ ǿƘŜǊŜŀǎ ǘƘŜ ŜŀǎǘŜǊƴ ƘŀƭŦ ǿŀǎ 

included in the misnamed 121,000 acre Dargo High Plain run together with the eastern fall of the 

alpine ridge running south from Mt St Bernard to Mt Freeze Out and beyond, and the southern and 

western falls of the adjacent Great Dividing Range. The boundary between the two was the north- 

south track linking Harrietville and Dargo, known as the Dargo High Plains track. The Dargo High 

tƭŀƛƴ ǇŀǎǘƻǊŀƭ Ǌǳƴ ƳƛƎƘǘ ƘŀǾŜ ōŜŜƴ ōŜǘǘŜǊ ƴŀƳŜŘ Ψ¦ǇǇŜǊ 5ŀǊƎƻΩ ōŜŎŀǳǎŜ ƛǘ ŀŎǘǳŀƭƭȅ ŎƻƴǘŀƛƴŜŘ ǘƘŜ 

entire catchment of the upper Dargo River, which itself only contained half of the Dargo High Plains 

 
167 ¢ƘƻǳƎƘ ǿŜ Řƻ ƪƴƻǿ ǘƘŀǘ ƻƴŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ {ǿŜŜǘŀǇǇƭŜ ōǊƻǘƘŜǊǎ ǿŀǎ άsent from Melbourne to Dargo to take three 
thousand sheep to Glencairn for Ettershank and Coέ ƳƻǊŜ ǘƘŀƴ рл ȅŜŀǊǎ ŀƎƻέ ς Gippsland Times 23/5/1912, 
and there is verification that a Mr Sweetapple had a camp on the Dargo High Plains in the summer of 1869/70 
ς Gippsland Times 24/5/1870.  Also, that Sweetapple Brothers & Gibb had possession of the Glencairn run in 
1869 ς Gippsland Times 20/2/1872 
168 Ovens & Murray Advertiser, 22/2/1879, page 8 



tableland. It was the sheltered and well-watered tableland rather than the higher wind-swept ridges 

that was the attractive and highly sought-after summer grazing land. 

 

The departure of big stock and station agents created new opportunities for local graziers on the 

Dargo high plains. Constantine Shiras Holme, an apparently successful gold miner at Crooked River 

who purchased the Eaglevale 2 run from the estate of James Butchart in 1869,169 also took out the 

ƭƛŎŜƴŎŜ ŦƻǊ ƴŜŀǊōȅ .ŜŜŎƘŜǊΩǎ Iƛƭƭ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ ǎŀƳŜ ǘƛƳŜΦ IŜ ŦƻƭƭƻǿŜŘ ǘƘŜ ǇǊŀŎǘƛŎŜ ƻŦ Ƙƛǎ ǇǊŜŘŜŎŜǎǎƻǊǎ ƛƴ 

stocking this part of the Dargo High Plains with sheep. Although over 10,000 sheep were reported to 

have passed though Crooked River in DŜŎŜƳōŜǊ мусф ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ǿŀȅ ǘƻ 5ItΩǎ 170 (coinciding with the 

ŎƻƳƳŜƴŎŜƳŜƴǘ ŘŀǘŜ ƻŦ IƻƭƳŜΩǎ ƭƛŎŜƴŎŜύ L Řƻǳōǘ ǘƘŀǘ all of these belonged to Holme. In the early 

1870s stock agent John Ettershank was still shuttling sheep between the Dargo High Plains and 

Glencairn station, and would have accounted for many of the 10,000. Holme, in contrast, was a small 

mountain grazier just starting out, and I think it would have taken him quite some time to build up 

ǎǳŎƘ ŀ ǎƛȊŀōƭŜ ŦƭƻŎƪΦ !ǎ ƛǘ ƘŀǇǇŜƴŜŘ IƻƭƳŜ ŘƛŘƴΩǘ ǇŜǊǎƛǎǘ ǿƛǘƘ Ƙƛǎ ƘƛƎƘ Ǉlains sheep venture for very 

ƭƻƴƎΥ .ŜŜŎƘŜǊΩǎ Iƛƭƭ ǿŀǎ ǇŀǎǎŜŘ ƻƴ ǘƻ DƭŜƴƳŀƎƎƛŜ ǎƘŜŜǇ ƎǊŀȊƛŜǊ DŜƻǊƎŜ IŀǊǇŜǊ ŀ ŦŜǿ ȅŜŀǊǎ ƭŀǘŜǊΦ 

Harper had some familiariǘȅ ǿƛǘƘ 9ǘǘŜǊǎƘŀƴƪΩǎ ǎƘǳǘǘƭƛƴƎ ǊƻǳǘƛƴŜ171 but it only took him one summer 

ǎŜŀǎƻƴ ǘƻ ŎƻƴŎƭǳŘŜ ǘƘŀǘ ƛǘ ǿŀǎƴΩǘ ŦƻǊ ƘƛƳΣ ŀƴŘ ǎƻ .ŜŜŎƘŜǊΩǎ Iƛƭƭ ǿŀǎ ǇŀǎǎŜŘ ƻƴ ǘƻ ƻǘƘŜǊ ƘƻǇŜŦǳƭǎΦ 

 

aǊ IƻƭƳŜΩǎ ǎƘŜŜǇ ǎǘŀǘƛƻƴ ƻƴ 5ItΩǎΥ ¢I9 .¦{Iw!bD9w th²9wΦ 

It is not unlikely that the Gippsland Police may come across this colonial Jack Shepherd some 

fine morning, if they keep a smart look out. Our Crooked River correspondent, under date the 

7th instant, writes: "There is a report here that Power, the bushranger, was on the Dargo 

IƛƎƘ tƭŀƛƴǎ ƻƴƭȅ ƭŀǎǘ ǿŜŜƪΣ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŀǘ ƘŜ ǎƭŜǇǘ ƻƴŜ ƴƛƎƘǘ ƛƴ ŀ ǎƘŜǇƘŜǊŘϥǎ Ƙǳǘ ƻƴ aǊ IƻƭƳŜΩǎ 

sheep station. The description given of the manτwho was not known to my informantτ

tallies exactly with the published description of Power, and so far as I can learn, there can be 

but little doubt of his identity. He is reported to be well mounted and armedτhis weapons 

being a double-barrelled gun and a brace of revolvers. On leaving the hut in the morning he 

asked the shepherd Holloway if he knew him, and being answered in the negative, replied, 

'It's just as well you don't.' He then enquired the way to a neighbouring quartz mining 

locality, and immediately rode off." 172 

 

The departure in early 1872 of John Ettershank & his cronies, signalled the end of regular sheep 

grazing on the Dargo High Plains. Their licence transferred to brothers Alfred and Walter Edwin 

WƻƴŜǎ ƛƴ !ǇǊƛƭ ƻŦ ǘƘŀǘ ȅŜŀǊΦ ¢ƘŜ WƻƴŜǎΩǎ ǎǇŜŎƛŀƭƛȊŜŘ ƛƴ ōŜŜŦ ŎŀǘǘƭŜ ŀǎ ŘƛŘ ŀƭƭ ǎǳōǎŜǉǳŜƴǘ ƭƛŎŜƴǎŜŜǎΦ 

Walter resided at Dargo, where he had agricultural land selections; he was also a magistrate who 

regularly sat on the bench at local law courts. Alfred resided in a rough bush hut on the high plains 

all year round. Apparently he was also, from time to time, a carpenter and lay preacher. We know 

ƭƛǘǘƭŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ WƻƴŜǎΩǎ ƎǊŀȊƛƴƎ ƻǇŜǊŀǘƛƻƴǎ ōŜǎƛŘŜǎ ǘƘŜ ǊŜǇƻǊǘǎ ǘƘŀǘ the cattle they sold at market were 

highly regarded173 and they sent the herd away for winter ς Ƨǳǎǘ ǿƘŜǊŜ ǘƘŜȅ ǿŜƴǘ ǿŜ ŘƻƴΩǘ ƪƴƻǿΦ 

Neither do we know the scale of their operations. 

 

 
169 The Age, Tue 16 Nov 1869, Page 3, THE FUNERAL OF THE LATE MR JAMES BUTCHART.  The Argus, Mon 6 
Dec 1869, Page 1, SUMMARY FOR EUROPE 
170 Gippsland Times, Tue 11 Jan 1870, Page 3, CROOKED RIVER ς article dated 6th January, no doubt referring to 
some weeks prior. 
171  Gippsland Times, Sat 18 Jun 1870, Page 3, MAFFRA POLICE COURT. 
172 Gippsland Times, Sat 9 Apr 1870, Page 3, THE BUSHRANGER POWER. 
173 Gippsland Times, Mon 19 Apr 1880, Page 2, COMMERCIAL 



.ȅ ǿŀȅ ƻŦ ŎƻƳǇŀǊƛǎƻƴΣ aǳǊŘƻŎƘ aŀŎƪƛƴǘƻǎƘ ό.ŜŜŎƘŜǊΩǎ IƛƭƭΣ мутс ς 1886) was a well-established 

local squatter. He rented the Cuigmundi station, near Dargo, in 1866 after the death of Angus 

McMillan. The carrying capacity of Cuigmundi in 1871 was assessed by the government for rent 

purposes as 300 head of cattle,174 indicating a modest sized grazing operation but nevertheless one 

that did have the capacity to send cattle away for summer grazing. His decade as a snow country 

ƎǊŀȊƛŜǊ ŀǇǇŜŀǊǎ ǘƻ ƘŀǾŜ ōŜŜƴ ŦǊǳƛǘŦǳƭΣ ōǳǘ ƴƻǘ Ƙƛǎ ƭƛŦŜΩǎ ǿƻǊƪΦ 

 

Prior to moving to Dargo, Mackintosh had bred draught horses, north of Melbourne,175 and he 

returned to this passion by the mid 1880s when he purchased the Bushy Park estate near present 

day Stratford.176 From then till the late 1890s he specialized in breeding racing thoroughbreds177 and 

quality remounts for the British Army in India.178 He then had no time or need for the snow country, 

but likely left an enduring mark in the bush near Mt Wellington: a small herd of brumbies which 

existed there till the late 1920s ǇǊƻōŀōƭȅ ǊŜŎŜƛǾŜŘ ŀƴ ŜŀǊƭȅ ŎƻƴǘǊƛōǳǘƛƻƴ ŦǊƻƳ aŀŎƪƛƴǘƻǎƘΩǎ ǘŜƴŀƴŎȅ 

at Mt Wellington in the mid 1870s.179 

 

.ŜŜŎƘŜǊΩǎ Iƛƭƭ ƘŀŘ ōŜŜƴ ƭƛŎŜƴǎŜŘ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ǎƛȄ ƳƻƴǘƘǎ ŜƴŘƛƴƎ ƛƴ WǳƴŜ мутс ōȅ ²ƛƭƭƛŀƳ aŎ[ŜŀƴΣ ŀ ƭƻƴƎ 

time storekeeper at Bright who also briefly held the licence for the Buffalo East squatting run at 

about the same time. He returned to license the Dargo High Plain run in 1882 with partners 

Wellington Hannibal Morgan, a successful gold miner of long-standing from the Buckland Valley, 180  

and Thomas Breen, a publican and grazier at Harrietville. All three were active members of the 

Bright Shire [Horse] Racing Club. 181 

 

The snow country activities of these three gentlemen, though brief, illustrate the scale of operation 

that was potentially possible for local investors with mining and trading backgrounds who were 

expanding their business portfolios into grazing. 

  

Buffalo East was actually quite a poor quality pastoral run, with a chequered history. It was first let 

by tender in 1860, the successful applicant being another Ovens Valley store keeper, Hugh Nixon. 

The run was predominantly rough mountain country, immediately south of the Buffalo plateau, and 

the only part with any real grazing value was the narrow flood plain on the eastern bank of the 

Buffalo River. Buffalo East carried 200 head of cattle in August 1862;182 the carrying capacity was 

assessed as 300 head in 1871. But when combined with the adjacent Abbey Yard station the total 

herd was more impressive, and when the combine passed into the hands of William McLean and W 

 
174 Government Gazette, 1871, page 593 
175 The Kyneton Observer, Thu 14 Mar 1867, Page 2, SALE OF THE PRINCE CHARLIE DRAUGHT HORSE STUD 
176 Gippsland Times, Fri 29 Apr 1887, Page 3, HORSE-BREEDING AT BUSHY PARK 
177 The Australasian, Sat 21 Feb 1891, Page 13, THE AUTUMN YEARLING SALES 
178 Gippsland Times, Fri 8 Aug 1884, Page 3 
179 ¢ƘŜ ǘƘƛƴƪƛƴƎ ƘŜǊŜ ƛǎ ǘƘŀǘ aŀŎƪƛƴǘƻǎƘ ŘƛŘƴΩǘ ƴŜŜŘ ǘǿƻ ǎƴƻǿ ŎƻǳƴǘǊȅ Ǌǳƴǎ ŦƻǊ Ƙƛǎ ŎŀǘǘƭŜ ƘŜǊŘΦ .ŜŜŎƘŜǊΩǎ Iƛƭƭ 
was more than sufficient. So it seems he had another use for the Mt Wellington area. The area west of Mt 
Wellington, including the upper Moroka River and Mt Kent, is known to have been ideal for horses in later 
years (see interviews at Appendix F), and it is my guess that Mackintosh was one of the earliest graziers to 
realize this, and that he kept a small active interest in horse breeding prior to deciding to specialize in horses 
rather than cattle. 
180  Ovens and Murray Advertiser, Sat 21 Apr 1888, Page 8 
181 Ovens and Murray Advertiser, Tue 10 Oct 1882, Page 1 
182 The Herald (Melbourne), Tue 21 Jul 1868, Page 3, LAW COURTS 



H Morgan in 1881 it was said to carry 900 head. 183 When McLean died in 1884 and his partnership 

with Morgan was dissolved a combined total of at least 1000 head were sold at two auctions.184 

 

The 63,000 acre twin run was a breeding station in 1881, with a herd comprising 300 bullocks & 

steers, 400 cows and heifers, 200 calves, and 10 horses.185 The following map shows its boundaries 

and proximity to neighbouring runs in 1879; the blue line represents the Buffalo River. The satellite 

photo illustrates where the main grazing was concentrated: along the river, and particularly at the 

northeast corner of Abbey Yard which is now cleared land.  

 

The ability of this grazing operation to send livestock to the snow country was significant. Once the 

Dargo High Plain run was secured in 1882, most of the Abbey Yard standing herd (perhaps excluding 

key breeding stock and cattle intended to be sold during the summer season) could theoretically 

have been relocated for the summer, enabling the Buffalo River flats to be spelled and hence 

increase their winter carrying capacity. Additional livestock could also be purchased in spring and 

sent directly to the high plains for the summer, and then either sold as stores at autumn sales or 

sent to the Buffalo River for winter. This may well have been the master plan, but there was barely 

ŜƴƻǳƎƘ ǘƛƳŜ ŘǳǊƛƴƎ aŎ[ŜŀƴΩǎ ƻǿƴŜǊǎƘƛǇ ǘƻ ƛƳǇƭŜƳŜƴǘ ƛǘ ŀǎ ǘƘŜǊŜ ǿŜǊŜ ƻƴƭȅ ǘǿƻ ǎǳƳmer grazing 

seasons before his death in August 1884. Abbey Yard was then sold. Morgan & Breen, the remaining 

partners in the Dargo High Plains venture, continued with the high plains licence for another two 

years and in April 1885 were reported to be taking 150 head of cattle directly from the Dargo high 

plains to auction yards in the Ovens valley.186 And in the same summer of 1884/85 starving sheep 

were reported to be headed for that run ς ƛƴŘƛŎŀǘƛƴƎ ǘƘŀǘ aƻǊƎŀƴ ϧ .ǊŜŜƴΩǎ ƛƴǘŜǊŜǎǘ ǿŀǎ Ƴŀƛƴƭȅ ƛƴ 

dealing & agistment. 

 

McLean and Morgan (dec. 1888) were primarily investors who directed the activities of the 

partnership from their home bases. Breen had a detailed working knowledge of the snow country 

grazing environment and was the obvious mainstay of the high plains module of the W H Morgan & 

Co venture. Aside from being licensee of the Star Hotel at Harrietville, he apparently had some 

veterinary skills, and had licensed the adjacent Mt St. Bernard West snow country run from March 

1876 until the partnership secured the Dargo High Plain run (1882).   

 

  

 
183  Ovens and Murray Advertiser, Thu 3 Mar 1881, Page 2; Ovens and Murray Advertiser, Sat 26 Feb 1881, 
Page 8 
184 Ovens and Murray Advertiser (Beechworth, Vic), Thu 11 Sep 1884, Page 2; Ovens and Murray Advertiser, 
Sat 22 Nov 1884, Page 6; Ovens and Murray Advertiser, Tue 21 Oct 1884, Page 2; Ovens and Murray 
Advertiser, Sat 22 Nov 1884, Page 6 
185  The Argus (Melbourne), Sat 19 Feb 1881, Page 10, Advertising; Ovens and Murray Advertiser (Beechworth), 
Tue 1 Mar 1881, Page 3, Advertising 
186 Ovens and Murray Advertiser, Sat 18 Apr 1885, Page 4 



 
Lands Department Run Plan 1371, part, c.1879 (SLV) 



 
 

ϝϝϝ 5ǳŜ ǘƻ ǎƴƻǿ ƛƴ hŎǘƻōŜǊΣ 5ItΩǎ ƴƻǘ ƭƛƪŜƭȅ ǘƻ ōŜ ŘǊȅ ŜƴƻǳƎƘ ǘƻ ǊŜŎŜƛǾŜ ǎƘŜŜǇ ǘƛƭƭ ƭŀǘŜ 5ŜŎŜƳōŜǊ 187 

 

 

There was plenty of activity on the Dargo High Plains in the late 1880s and 1890s because of the 

nearby gold mines, and new settlement opportunities created by the 1884 Land Act.  

 

February 1887 was a pivotal moment for the Dargo High Plains. At that time management of the 

ǿƘƻƭŜ ŀǊŜŀ ŎƘŀƴƎŜŘΣ ǿƛǘƘ IŀǊǊƛŜǘǾƛƭƭŜ ǊŜǎƛŘŜƴǘ 5ƻƴŀƭŘ Dƻǿ ǎǳŎŎŜǎǎŦǳƭƭȅ ǘŜƴŘŜǊƛƴƎ ŦƻǊ .ŜŜŎƘŜǊΩǎ IƛƭƭΣ 

and Dargo High Plain passing to Cobungra graziers Fred Box, Richard King, and Jens Petersen. Box, 

King & Petersen were already experienced snow country graziers. Box was a successful gold miner at 

Tabletop mountain, and owner of a small shanty hotel on the Omeo ς Harrietville dray track at 

Cobungra. He was a joint licensee of the Darbalary snow country run, but had no lowland pastoral 

runs in his name. Evidently he had built up significant grazing capacities and competencies by 1887, 

as is suggested by his extensive acquisitions: 

 

Snow Country Run Dates held Area (acres)  

Darbalary 1872 ς 1900 30,000, shrinking to 
8,000 

 Initially a half share. 
Depletion due to 
selection of grazing 
allotments 

 
187 Gippsland Times, Tue 4 Oct 1870, Page 3, CROOKED RIVER. 



Dargo High Plain Feb. 1887 ς 1898 121,000 ς 90,000 part share only 

Bogong high plains 
green area block P 

1887 ς 1893,  
1898 -1901 

3800  

Theddora parish 
grazing allotment 44 

May 1887 ς 1895 629 Within the Darbalary 
run 

    

Bogong high plains 
green area block M 

1894 -1901 7600  

Bogong high plains 
green area block O 

1894 -1901 3200  

Bogong high plains 
green area block Q 

1898 -1901 2500  

 

Clearly, Fred Box had a substantial grazing operation prior to 1887. Besides sharing Darbalary with 

Jens Petersen, in all probability he was renting low country paddocks from other local graziers.  

 

Jens Petersen was yet another gold miner ς turned pastoralist. He acquired the Darbalary run in 

December 1870 after the wool merchants J H Clough & Co had finished with it. He sold his share of 

Darbalary to Fred Box in 1890, and the same year officially exited the DHP licence, selling his share to 

ŀ ŎŜǊǘŀƛƴ DŜƻǊƎŜ ¢ǊŜŀǎǳǊŜΦ tŜǘŜǊǎŜƴΩǎ ŦŀƳƛƭȅ ŎƻƴǘƛƴǳŜŘ ǘƻ ōŜ ƘŜŀǾƛƭȅ ƛƴǾŜǎǘŜŘ ƛƴ ǎƳŀƭƭ ƎǊŀȊƛƴƎ 

allotments on the Cobungra high plains for many years. 

 

At the time he joined the DHP licence, Richard King was part owner of Cobungra West station, which 

encompassed the eastern fall of the adjacent Great Dividing Range. Of the three co-licensees, King 

ŀǇǇŜŀǊǎ ǘƻ ƘŀǾŜ ōŜŜƴ ǘƘŜ Ƴƻǎǘ ŦŀƳƛƭƛŀǊ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ 5ItΩǎΣ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ Ƴƻǎǘ ƛƴǾƻƭǾŜŘΦ IŜ ŀƴŘ Ƙƛǎ ōǊƻǘƘŜǊ 

Robert came to the Omeo district in 1860 and seem to have worked together in some capacity for 

most of their lives.188 For many years Richard is known to have run a general store at Mayford, a tiny 

shanty mining town located at the headwaters of the Dargo River close to the base of a long spur 

that carries his name.  Supplies for the store had to be packed in from Harrietville, along the track 

that traversed Mt St Bernard, Mt Freezeout, and the high plains.  

 

¢ƘŜ ŜȄŀŎǘ ƭƻŎŀǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ YƛƴƎΩǎ ǎǘƻǊŜ ƛǎ ǎƘƻǿƴ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ŦƻƭƭƻǿƛƴƎ Ǉƭŀƴ ǎƘƻǿƛƴƎ ǎǳǊǾŜȅŜŘ /Ǌƻǿƴ ŀƭƭƻǘƳŜƴǘǎ 

in part of the Mayford township. Note the original buildings plotted on the plan. Freehold title was 

issued to R King & Co. in 1866. At some stage, like many goldfields store keepers, he started 

transitioning to a career as a grazier as mining activity slowed. Between 1878 and 1884 Richard held 

a half share in the Cobungra East run, and co-licensed the Mt St Bernard East snow country with his 

brother.  

 

 
188 Omeo Standard and Mining Gazette, Fri 9 Aug 1918, Page 2. This article reports the death of Robert King at   
the age of 93 years. 



 
Lands Department record plan for parish of Mullawye M.456 (1), (part). 

 

 

 
Lands Department Run Plan 265A (part) SLV 

 

 



Given that : 

a/ the Dargo High Plain run comprised mainly the high alpine ridges and deeply incised valleys of the 

upper Dargo River catchment; and  

b/ that these places were immediately adjacent to the main grazing operations of Box, King & 

Petersen; 

the question arises: to what extent did B, K & P use the highly prized but more distant Dargo High 

Plains?  

 

As Petersen dropped off the licence after the 1889/90 summer grazing season, his presence on the 

5ItΩǎ ǿŀǎ ŀǘ ōŜǎǘ ŜǇƘŜƳŜǊŀƭΤ Ƙƛǎ Ƴŀƛƴ ŀǊŜŀ ƻŦ ŀŎǘƛǾƛǘȅ ǿŀǎ ǘƘŀǘ ǇŀǊǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ 5It Ǌǳƴ ǘƘŀǘ ŀŘƧƻƛƴŜŘ 

Darbalary ς ƛŜ aǘ ¢ŀōƭŜǘƻǇΦ ¢ƘŜ ŎŜƴǘǊŜ ƻŦ CǊŜŘ .ƻȄΩǎ ƻǇŜǊŀǘƛƻƴ ǿŀǎ ŀƭǎƻ 5ŀǊōŀƭŀǊȅΣ ōǳǘ ƛǘ ŀǇǇŜŀǊs he 

held an each-ǿŀȅ ōŜǘ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ .ƻƎƻƴƎ IƛƎƘ tƭŀƛƴǎ ŀƴŘ 5ItΩǎ ŦƻǊ ŦǳǊǘƘŜǊ ǎǳƳƳŜǊ ƎǊŀȊƛƴƎ ŎŀǇŀŎƛǘȅΦ !ǎ 

the 1890s ǇǊƻƎǊŜǎǎŜŘ ƘŜ ŀŎǉǳƛǊŜŘ ŀŘŘƛǘƛƻƴŀƭ ǘŜǊǊƛǘƻǊȅ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ .ItΩǎΦ [ƛƪŜǿƛǎŜΣ ƛƴ муфо ϧ муфп wƛŎƘŀǊŘ 

King took out new licences for large swathes of forest country below the winter snow line, closer to 

his home base at Cobungra. Either both these graziers were building their herds significantly, or 

ǎƘƛŦǘƛƴƎ ƴǳƳōŜǊǎ ŀǿŀȅ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ 5ItΩǎΦ Lƴ ŀƭƭ ǇǊƻōŀōƛƭƛǘȅ ƛǘ ǿŀǎ ǘƘŜ ƭŀǘǘŜǊΦ ¢ǿƻ Ŧŀctors are relevant to 

ǘƘƛǎ ŎƻƴŎƭǳǎƛƻƴΦ CƛǊǎǘƭȅΣ ŀƭǘƘƻǳƎƘ ǘƘŜ 5ItΩǎ ƻŦŦŜǊŜŘ ŜȄŎŜƭƭŜƴǘ ǎǳƳƳŜǊ ƎǊŀȊƛƴƎΣ ƭƛǾŜǎǘƻŎƪ ōŜƛƴƎ 

shuttled to and from Cobungra had to cross the Great Dividing Range which received the first winter 

snow. That meant ending the grazing season some weeks early to minimize the risk of being snowed 

in. This might explain why Box, King & Petersen were the only graziers from Cobungra in history to 

ǳǎŜ ǘƘŜ 5ItΩǎΦ  ¢ƘŜ ƻǘƘŜǊ ŦŀŎǘƻǊ ǿŀǎ ǘƘŜ ƎǊƻǿƛƴƎ ŎŀǘǘƭŜ ƘŜǊŘǎ ƻŦ ƻǘƘŜǊ ǇŀǊǘƛŜǎΣ ƛƴŎƭǳŘƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ 

Treasures.  

 

The Treasure family name is almost synonymous with the Dargo High plains. George Emmanuel 

Treasure snr was a gold miner who lived with his family near Wandiligong, in the Ovens valley. It is 

believed that sometime during 1876 he visited the upper Dargo River goldfields and did some 

labouring work at the Alpine Deep Lead mine. Then in April 1878, with his wife Emily and children, 

ƳƻǾŜŘ ǘƻ YƛƴƎΩǎ {ǇǳǊ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ ŜŘƎŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǿƛƴǘŜǊ ǎƴƻǿƭƛƴŜΣ ǎƻǳǘƘ-east of Mayford.  He immediately 

started working as a stockman for Alfred Jones, whilst Emily attended to a general store and post 

ƻŦŦƛŎŜ ŀǘ YƛƴƎΩǎ {ǇǳǊΣ ǎŜǊǾƛƴƎ ƳƛƴŜǊǎ ǿƘƻ ǿƻǊƪŜŘ ǾŀǊƛƻǳǎ ƎƻƭŘ ƳƛƴŜǎ ŀƭƻƴƎ ǘƘŜ ŜŀǎǘŜǊƴ ǎŎŀǊǇ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ 

Dargo High Plains. 

 

Χ her home became the centre round which the Dargo High Plains gold rush revolved, as she 

managed with the aid of her sons, the general store, butchery, and post office, supplying a 

population of up to 1000 inhabitants, at a time when all provisions had to be brought by 

pack horse from Harrietville, 32 miles away, and then packed out to customers up and down 

the creeks and rivers, during winter and summer, often through snow, rain and floods.189 

 

 The Treasures also milked a small herd of cows they had brought with them from Wandiligong,190 

established a bush hotel, a small mixed farm, fossicked for gold, and packed goods to the mines. The 

40-ŀŎǊŜ ǎƛǘŜ ŀǘ YƛƴƎΩǎ {ǇǳǊ ǿŀǎ ŀ ǎŜƭŜŎǘƛƻƴ ǳƴŘŜǊ ǘƘŜ мусф [ŀƴŘ !ŎǘΣ ŀƴŘ ǿŀǎ ŎƻƴǾŜǊǘŜŘ ǘƻ ŦǊŜŜƘƻƭŘ 

title in 1906.191 

 

 
189 Gippsland Times, Mon 13 Feb 1939, Page 1, OBITUARY, MRS EMILY IVES. 
190 Appendix F, Interview with Jim Treasure, 1977 
191 Allotment 1, Parish of Bulgaback, Lands Department file 2792/19.20. Grantee was George Emmanuel 
Treasure jnr. 



The family has maintained a continuous association with the high plains ever since.  

 

 
Lands Department 1884 Land Classification Plan, Dargo County (part), nla.obj-231778810 

 

But by mid-1887 the revenue derived from all these activities was dwindling, leaving the family with 

only cattle breeding as a livelihood: 

 

We have been living on the land here for over nine years. We have an 8 room house, garden, 

yards and our family is so large [11 children] that we can't leave here. We also have 40 acres 

of land here but it is not enough for us to make a living from. The hotel and store has failed 

and there is nothing but cattle breeding for us to get a living from ...  192 

 

In this letter to the Minister for Lands, it seems George Treasure was seeking to scuttle the grazing 

licences recently won by others at competitive tender on the grounds of dire personal hardship, and 

 
192 Lands Department file for Dargo High Plains run 930/187 Omeo, G.E Treasure to Minister for Lands, 
30/7/1887; also 1890 



hence greater need. This was a common theme in correspondence to the Minister throughout the 

ƭŀƴŘ ǎŜƭŜŎǘƛƻƴ ŜǊŀΣ ōǳǘ ƛƴ ¢ǊŜŀǎǳǊŜΩǎ ŎŀǎŜ ƛǘ ǿŀǎ ǇŜǊƘŀǇǎ ŀ ƭƛǘǘƭŜ ŘƛǎƛƴƎŜƴǳƻǳǎ ōŜŎŀǳǎŜ ǘƘŜ ǇǊŜǾƛƻǳǎ 

year he seems to have had the opportunity to lease Dargo countȅ ǇŀǎǘƻǊŀƭ ŀƭƭƻǘƳŜƴǘ Ψ5ΩΣ олΣллл 

acres, for 14 years, but let it slip through his fingers.    

 

The Dargo county pastoral allotments, created under provisions of the 1884 Land Act, were made 

available for lease in early 1886, at specified and non-ƴŜƎƻǘƛŀōƭŜ ŀƴƴǳŀƭ ǊŜƴǘǎΦ hŦ ǘƘŜ ǎƛȄ t!Ωǎ ǿƘƛŎƘ 

ŎƻǾŜǊŜŘ ǘƘŜ 5ItΩǎ ό! ς F), rather strangely only one application was approved and that was George 

¢ǊŜŀǎǳǊŜΩǎ ŀǇǇƭƛŎŀǘƛƻƴ ŦƻǊ ǇŀǎǘƻǊŀƭ ŀƭƭƻǘƳŜƴǘ 5Φ  ¢ƘŜ ƭŜŀǎŜ ǿŀǎ ǘƻ ŎƻƳƳŜƴŎŜ ƻƴ мκтκмуус ŀǘ ŀƴ 

annual rent of £93.75. However, it appears that Treasure withdrew his offer prior to the lease 

issuing.193 We can only speculate about his reasons. Perhaps on second thoughts he decided he 

ŎƻǳƭŘƴΩǘ ŀŦŦƻǊŘ ǘƘŜ ǊŜƴǘΤ ƻǊ ǇŜǊƘŀǇǎΣ ƛƴ ǾƛŜǿ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ƭŀŎƪ ƻŦ ƛƴǘŜǊŜǎǘ ƛƴ ƻǘƘŜǊ ƴŜŀǊōȅ t!ΩǎΣ ƘŜ ƎŀƳōƭŜŘ 

on waiting until the unleased land was later offered at a cheaper rate under grazing licence. 

²ƘŀǘŜǾŜǊ ǘƘŜ ŎŀǎŜΣ ǿƘŜƴ ǘƘŜ 5It ŀƴŘ .ŜŜŎƘŜǊΩǎ Iƛƭƭ Ǌǳƴǎ ǿŜǊŜ Ǉǳǘ ǳǇ ŦƻǊ ǘŜƴŘŜǊ ǎƻƳŜ ƳƻƴǘƘǎ ƭŀǘŜǊ 

ƘŜ ŦƻǳƴŘ ƘƛƳǎŜƭŦ ΨǳǇ ǘƘŜ ŎǊŜŜƪ ǿƛǘƘƻǳǘ ŀ ǇŀŘŘƭŜΩΥ ǘƘŜ ǘǿƻ ƳŜƴǘƛƻƴŜŘ Ǌǳƴǎ ōŜƛƴƎ ǿƻƴ ōȅ ƻǘƘŜǊ 

ŀǇǇƭƛŎŀƴǘǎΦ IŜƴŎŜ ǘƘŜ ΨōƭŜŜŘƛƴƎ ƘŜŀǊǘΩ ƭŜǘǘŜǊ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ aƛƴƛǎǘŜǊΦ   

 

What this little story also tells us is that, by 1886 George Treasure already had a significant grazing 

presence, sufficient to justify applying for a quite expensive pastoral lease. It would be no surprise if 

he had started building his herd while in the employ of Alfred Jones, and subsequently came to an 

arrangement with Morgan & Co. We know for sure that shortly after his letter to the Minister he 

came to a private arrangement with B, K & P, and in early 1890 replaced Petersen on the DHP 

licence. From then there was no stopping him; by 1901, the year of his death, he had bought out his 

two co-ƭƛŎŜƴǎŜŜǎΣ ŀƴŘ ŦƛŦǘȅ ȅŜŀǊǎ ƭŀǘŜǊ ǘƘŜ ŦŀƳƛƭȅ ǇƻǎǎŜǎǎŜŘ ŀƭƭ ǘƘŜ 5ItΩǎ ƭŀƴŘ ǘŜƴŀƴŎƛŜǎ ŀƴŘ ǘƛǘƭŜǎΦ 

 

The new neighbours west of the high plains track were Donald Gow & his sons Richard, Donald jnr, 

David & Ernest. Donald snr had selected land at Harrietville in the 1870s and is famous for 

establishing a hop garden there.194 He was evidently a kindly man who was actively engaged in 

community affairs. He became a serious cattle grazier when he licensed the Harrietville pastoral run, 

12,000 acres of timbered foothills adjacent to the town. That was in March 1881, and he held it till it 

was decimated by land selections in 1886. A year earlier he made a private arrangement with 

Morgan & Co. to graze cattle on the DHP run and that no doubt was the latest he got to know the 

Treasures.  

 

Lƴƛǘƛŀƭƭȅ ǘƘŜ DƻǿΩǎ ŀƴŘ ¢ǊŜŀǎǳǊŜΩǎ ŀǇǇǊƻŀŎƘ ǘƻ ƎǊŀȊƛƴƎ ǿŀǎ ǎƛƳƛƭŀǊΦ .ƻǘƘ ǳǎŜŘ ǘƘŜ ǎƴƻǿ ŎƻǳƴǘǊȅ ŦƻǊ 

summer grazing and wintered their cattle in nearby valleys. The Gows used White Timber Spur 

which led directly south from the high plains towards Crooked River.195 ¢ǊŜŀǎǳǊŜΩǎ ǿƛƴǘŜǊ ŎƻǳƴǘǊȅ 

was said to be the eastern scarp of the high plains, down to the Dargo River.196 However, the two 

ŦŀƳƛƭȅΩǎ ǊŜǎǇŜŎǘƛǾŜ ǎǘǊŀǘŜƎƛŜǎ ŀƴŘ ǘǊŀƧŜŎǘƻǊƛŜǎ ǾŀǊƛŜŘ ƳŀǊƪŜŘƭȅΣ ōŜŎŀǳǎŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜƛǊ ŘƛŦŦŜǊƛƴƎ 

circumstances. George Treasure believed he had only one option for feeding his large family (the 

ƳƛȄŜŘ ōǳǎƛƴŜǎǎ ŀǘ YƛƴƎΩǎ {ǇǳǊ ƘŀǾƛƴƎ ŦŀƛƭŜŘύΣ ŀƴŘ because gaining a legal grazing authority proved to 

be so difficult, once he got his name on the DHP licence he was very protective of it. According to 

 
193 ¢ƘŜ ǊŜŀǎƻƴǎ ŦƻǊ ǘƘƛǎ ŎƻƴŎƭǳǎƛƻƴ ŀǊŜΥ L ŦŀƛƭŜŘ ǘƻ ŦƛƴŘ ŀ ƎŀȊŜǘǘŀƭ ƻŦ ƭŜŀǎŜ ŎŀƴŎŜƭƭŀǘƛƻƴΤ ǇŀǊǘǎ ƻŦ t! Ψ5Ω ǿŜǊŜ 
leased to other persons a few years later; the old DHP pastoral license was reissued six months later without 
any reduction in acreage 
194 The Albury Banner and Wodonga Express (NSW), Fri 1 Aug 1930, Page 46, PERSONAL NEWS 
195 Appendix F, Interview with Roy Gow. 
196 Appendix F, Interview with Jim Treasure 



the Treasure family history, as related to me in 1977,197 the Dargo High Plains were originally one 

grazing right, and Donald Gow and George Treasure agreed to split it into two separate domains. 

¢Ƙƛǎ ƛǎ ŦŀŎǘǳŀƭƭȅ ƛƴŎƻǊǊŜŎǘΣ ŀǎ ǿŜ ŀƭǊŜŀŘȅ ƪƴƻǿΦ .ŜŜŎƘŜǊΩǎ Iƛƭƭ ŀƴŘ 5ŀǊƎƻ IƛƎƘ tƭŀƛƴ ǿŜǊŜ ƎŀȊŜǘǘŜŘ ŀǎ 

separate grazing rights in 1866, long before the two families came on the scene. However, this myth 

ŘƻŜǎ ŎŀǇǘǳǊŜ ǘƘŜ ŜǎǎŜƴŎŜ ƻŦ DŜƻǊƎŜ ¢ǊŜŀǎǳǊŜΩǎ ǘŜǊǊƛǘƻǊƛŀƭ ƛƴǎŜŎǳǊƛǘƛŜǎΣ ŀƴŘ ŀƭǎƻ ƎƭƻǎǎŜǎ ƻǾŜǊ ŀ 

fractious early relationship. The following court report illustrates what I mean. 

 

Bright Court of Petty Sessions, 29/11/1889 

Richard Gow v George Treasure 

Illegal Trespass on Premises at Dargo 

 

Evidence: 

 

Richard Gow (Complainant): I am the owner of premises on the Dargo High Plains; I have 

occupied the premises for about four years. Treasure resides about six miles away. He broke 

into the premises while I was away and took the locks off the doors and refused to leave. I 

have registered the land under miners right, but have not done mining there. The premises 

are on the Dargo High Plains run. Several others besides myself occupy grazing rights there. I 

ŀƳ ǘƘŜ ƻǿƴŜǊ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ƘƻǳǎŜ Χ aǊ WƻƴŜǎ ōǳƛƭǘ ǘƘŜ ƘƻǳǎŜ ŀƴŘ sold out to Messrs Breen & 

Morgan who afterwards abandoned it. Messrs King, Petersen & Box then took up the run, & 

Treasure subsequently bought Petersen out; King, Box, et al had stockyards on the run. The 

hut was not used to my knowledge by men when mustering cattle. The mail man sometimes 

seeks shelter there; I gave him the key to get in. Treasure got in through the window of the 

house on the last occasion and took the locks off the doors. I applied for permission to buy 

the block, there was a valuation placed on it by the government which I did not feel inclined 

to pay. 

 

Donald Gow (Witness): I know Treasure well. My family and I have occupied the premises 

since 1885. Treasure came to the premises on 22 November and stayed two hours. When he 

had gone I missed the keys from the doors. My son & I went after him; we went about a mile 

ŀƴŘ ŀ ƘŀƭŦ ōǳǘ ŎƻǳƭŘƴΩǘ ŦƛƴŘ ƘƛƳΦ ²Ŝ ǊŜǘǳǊƴŜŘ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ Ƙǳǘ ǿƘŜǊŜ ǿŜ ŦƻǳƴŘ ¢ǊŜŀǎǳǊŜ ǎƛǘǘƛƴƎ ƛƴ ŀ 

chair near the table. He refused to give up the keys. I knocked him down, and after a scuffle 

he gave the keys up. I then ordered Treasure out. He went but said he would be back again. I 

had permission to occupy the premises from Messrs McLean, Morgan & Co. and afterwards 

handed them over to my son. I did not strike Treasure with an axe handle, though I had one 

in my hand, which I secured as he was holding a knife in a threatening manner. I may have 

pulled out some of his beard but did not do so intentionally. 

 

His Honour dismissed the case because the Complainant had not proved title.198 

 

9ǾƛŘŜƴǘƭȅΣ ƴƻ ǎƻƻƴŜǊ ƘŀŘ ƘŜ ǇǳǊŎƘŀǎŜŘ tŜǘŜǊǎŜƴΩǎ ǎƘŀǊŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŀƴƴǳŀƭ 5It ƎǊŀȊƛƴƎ ǊƛƎƘǘΣ Treasure 

began flexing his muscles, policing boundaries. That may not have been such a good idea. The Gows 

were formidable. They were multi-ǎƪƛƭƭŜŘ ϧ ƘŀŘ ŎƻƴǎƛŘŜǊŀōƭȅ ƳƻǊŜ ǊŜǎƻǳǊŎŜǎ ǘƻ ƛƴǾŜǎǘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜƛǊ 5ItΩǎ 

business venture. In 1886 the family had already selected four small allotments on the high plains, 

 
197 Appendix F, Interview with Jim Treasure 
198 Alpine 0bserver newspaper, 6 December 1889; Lands Department file Omeo 28/ 121. I have paraphrased 
the transcript from my notes taken in 1976 when undertaking a manual newspaper search. 



totalling over 3000 acres, under section 32 of the 1884 Land Act, and that was before they won the 

ǘŜƴŘŜǊ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ƻƭŘ .ŜŜŎƘŜǊΩǎ Iƛƭƭ ǎǉǳŀǘǘƛƴƎ Ǌǳƴ ƛƴ CŜōǊǳŀǊȅ муутΦ !ŦǘŜǊ ǘƘŜ ŎƻǳǊǘ ŎŀǎŜ ǘƘŜȅ ŀŘŘŜŘ ŀ 

big chunk of Pastoral Allotment D, 17,320 acres in total, to their domain. PA D, particularly the Jones 

Creek sub-ŀƭǇƛƴŜ ǾŀƭƭŜȅΣ ǿŀǎ ǘƘŜ ōŜǎǘ ǇŀǊǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ 5ItΩǎ Ŝŀǎǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ƘƛƎƘ Ǉƭŀƛƴǎ ǘǊŀŎƪΣ ŀƴŘ ǘƘƛǎ 

acquisition seriously diminished the prime grazing land available to Box, King & Treasure (because 

tenures under the 1884 subdivision trumped carry-over squatting tenancies). That was in 1891. This 

ŜȄǇŀƴǎƛƻƴ Ƴŀȅ ƘŀǾŜ ǊŜǎƻƭǾŜŘ ǘƘŜ Ƙǳǘ ŘƛǎǇǳǘŜΦ Lǘ ǿŀǎ ǇǊƻōŀōƭȅ ŀƭǎƻ ǘƘŜ Ŏŀǘŀƭȅǎǘ ŦƻǊ .ƻȄ ϧ YƛƴƎΩǎ 

recalibration a few years later. 

 

Although they were already busy with their high plains selections, and the Beechers Hill pastoral run, 

the Gows found they could make extra money servicing the local gold mining community. Richard 

Gow was already an enthusiastic miner, always on the lookout for traces of gold while doing 

livestock work. In early 1896 he took over "Noones Halfway House", a rough accommodation house 

on the high plains road roughly half way between Harrietville and the mining town of Grant.199 He 

developed it into a hotel which operated all year round with accompanying butcherΩǎ ŀƴŘ ōŀƪŜǊΩǎ 

shops, and he also became the local mining registrar, postmaster and electoral registrar.200   bƻƻƴŜΩǎ 

was three miles south of Jones Creek, and very close to the White Timber Spur where his cattle 

sheltered during the winter. It remained open until approximately 1908 by which time most miners 

had left the district. 

 

 
DƻǿΩǎ IƻǘŜƭ ƻǊ ΨbƻƻƴŜǎΩΣ мфноΦ {ǘŀǘŜ [ƛōǊŀǊȅ ƻŦ ±ƛŎǘƻǊƛŀΣ Ǉƛлмрсло 

 

The table below summarizes the Gow family tenancies on the Dargo High Plains. Two phases are 

evident. For the first 25 years their pastoral estate included a vast expanse of rented Crown lands, 

and a handful of land selections on the high plains. For the following 30 years their snow country 

holdings were reduced to two land selections totalling a little over 1600 acres only.   

 

 
199 Alpine Observer newspaper, 6/3/1896; Omeo Standard 3/3/1896 & 4/1/1896. 
200  ALPINE OBSERVER NEWSPAPER  10/6/1898; Omeo Standard, 8 July 1898. 



 
 

 

The land selections were fenced and cleared paddocks at the centre of the high plains. They 

contained holding yards, watering points, and huts. Adjacent to these paddocks were tens of 

thousands of acres of unimproved, lightly timbered snow gum woodland, with alternating open 

grassy snow plains. Oral history records that, up till 1911 the Gows generally ran between 400 ς 600 

head of cattle of all types and ages on the high plains in summer, and 100 horses,201 But I think this is 

a gross underestimate. At their peak, in the mid to late 1890s, they could easily have run many 

ƳƻǊŜΣ ǇǊƻōŀōƭȅ ƳƻǊŜ ǘƘŀƴ млллΦ ¢ƘŜ ǇƘǊŀǎŜ ΨŎŀǘǘƭŜ ƻŦ ŀƭƭ ǘȅǇŜǎΩ ǎǳƎƎŜǎǘǎ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜȅ ǿŜǊŜ ƭŀǊƎŜƭȅ 

dealers, who bought cheap young cattle at local markets and grew them to maturity on the bush 

runs. That means the number of livestock carried might have varied considerably from year to year 

according to market prices. 

 

How the central paddocks were deployed is an interesting question. I imagine they would have been 

particularly useful for fattening up stock that were being prepared for sale in the autumn, for 

acclimatising new young cattle purchased at spring sales, and also for any breeding stock; and of 

course for holding marketable cattle mustered in the autumn from the unfenced rangeland.  

 

A short distance to the south White Timber Spur begins its long descent to the Crooked River. Its 

very close proximity to the high plains paddocks made the job of getting cattle there before winter a 

relatively simple task. All up, the Gows ran a very efficient operation. By acquiring only the very best 

available grazing land they were able to concentrate large numbers of cattle into a relatively small 

area, thereby minimizing time and labour inputs. 

 

 
201 Appendix F, Interview with Roy Gow 



DƻǿΩǎ DǊŀȊƛƴƎ 
Tenancies 

Acres 1886 87-
88 

89-
90 

91 92 1893-
1908 

9 1910-
11 

1912 - 1950 

Beecher's Hill 160,000 
 

x x x x x 
   

SA 2 & 2A 664 x x 
       

SA 1 655 x x x x x x x x -------------->  x 

SA 4 947 x x x x x x x x -------------->  x 

SA 5 823 x x 
       

SA 9 526 
  

x x x 
    

PA D (1) 11,520 
   

x x 
    

PA D (2) 5,800 
   

x x x 
   

Mayford Tp 640 
    

x 
    

Dargo GB 5 47,800 
      

x x 
 

Dargo GB 4 28,000 
       

x 
 

SA = Small allotment; PA = Pastoral Allotment: Tp = gazetted township site; GB = Grazing block 

Pink hatch: tenancies east of the Dargo High Plains track 

 

The Lands Department conducted a review of grazing tenancies in 1908. That included cancelling all 

licences, breaking-up the last few remaining runs that had carried over from the squatting era, and 

re-jigging many other boundaries. The new grazing blocks were then opened for public tender. In the 

ǳǇǇŜǊ 5ŀǊƎƻ ŀǊŜŀ .ŜŜŎƘŜǊΩǎ Iƛƭƭ ŀƴŘ 5It Ǌǳƴǎ ǿŜǊŜ ŀōƻƭƛǎƘŜŘ ŀƴŘ replaced by five separate grazing 

blocks. 

 



Dargo County Snow Country Grazing Blocks, 1908 Subdivision. 
Orange line: Dargo High Plains track 

 

The new tenancies east of the Dargo River fell to graziers from Cobungra, as expected, and the 

Treasure family secured the long alpine ridge running south from Mt St Bernard to Mt Freeze Out 

and Mt Blue Rag, plus the northern margins of the Dargo High Plains (GB 1) ς land with lower grazing 

capacity which did not interest the Gows. However, the Treasures also won the tender for GB 4 

which no doubt upset the GowsΩ apple cart, and heralded a radical change of direction. The Gows 

won it back for the 1909/10 summer grazing season, but then chose not to renew the licences for 

D.Ωǎ п ϧ рΣ ŀƴŘ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ƴŜȄǘ ол ȅŜŀǊǎ ōǊƻǳƎƘǘ ǎƳŀƭƭŜǊ ƴǳƳōŜǊǎ ƻŦ ŎŀǘǘƭŜ ǳǇ ŦǊƻƳ IŀǊǊƛŜǘǾƛƭƭŜ ǘƻ ǘƘŜƛǊ 

two fenced small allotments for the summer season only. 

 

The reasons for this radical down-scaling were numerous. Two and a half decades of continuous 

ŀŎǘƛǾŜ Řǳǘȅ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǎƴƻǿ ŎƻǳƴǘǊȅ ƴƻ Řƻǳōǘ ǘƻƻƪ ƛǘǎ ǘƻƭƭΦ ²ƘŜƴ bƻƻƴŜΩǎ ƘƻǘŜƭ ŎƭƻǎŜŘ wƛŎƘŀǊŘ Dƻǿ 

ƳƻǾŜŘ ōŀŎƪ ǘƻ IŀǊǊƛŜǘǾƛƭƭŜΣ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜǊŜ ǿŀǎƴΩǘ ŜƴƻǳƎƘ ǿƻǊƪ ǘƻ ƧǳǎǘƛŦȅ anyone else living on the high 

plains all year round. The rabbit plague had reached the adjacent low country shortly after the turn 

of the century, drastically reducing the winter carrying capacity of White Timber Spur; new winter 

country then had to be found, at more settled locations where rabbit control works were practical. 

And although Donald Gow snr retained ownership of high plains small allotment 1 till his death in 


