
Appendix G 

Historical Photographs of the Snowy Range. 

50 years after the commencement of grazing 

 

Two quite remarkable collections of photographs illustrate parts of the Snowy Range as it was in the 

early 20th century.  

The first collection was compiled in 1913 by accomplished amateur photographer Arthur John 

Waugh, who at the time was manager of the Maffra branch of the Commercial Bank.1 Apart from 

being a keen adventurer Waugh was very active in local community affairs, being a member of 

various committees including the agricultural society, the Australian Natives Association, and the 

mechanics institute. One of his burning interests was to promote the mountains north of Maffra as a 

future tourist destination, and to this end he conducted a series of public lectures at which he 

displayed his wonderful pictures. 

!ƭƭ ƻŦ ²ŀǳƎƘΩǎ ǇƘƻǘƻs that I have seen are stereoscopic pairs, which give a 3 dimensional image 

when seen through a 3D viewer. His snow country shots appear to have been taken over a number 

of trips during 1912/13. A few depict winter snow scenes.  

 

 
²ŀǳƎƘΩǎ Ǿƛǎƛǘǎ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ {ƴƻǿȅ wŀƴƎŜΣ ŀƴŘ Ƙƛǎ ƭŜŎǘǳǊŜǎ ǘƻǿŀǊŘǎ ǘƘŜ ŎƭƻǎŜ ƻŦ мфмо ǿŜǊŜ Ƨǳǎǘ ǘƘŜ 
beginning of his campaign to promote the tourist potential of the mountain region both to local 
Gippslanders and to the state government. He played a key role in organizing a visit by the Ministers 
for Lands, and Public Works in February 1915 which sought to ascertain the scope for agricultural 
settlement in the mountains north of Maffra, particularly the upper Moroka River basin, the 
potential of the whole area to host drought-stressed livestock, as well as tourist potential.  
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Another stunning collection of photographs was created by a photographer from the Weekly Times 
newspaper who accompanied the Ministerial party.  
 
The two picture collections are significant for our purposes because they depict: 

* some of the persons who played key roles in using the snow country, promoting it, and 

establishing policy settings which have shaped our public land estate, and how we understand it 

today; 

* the very limited access opportunities; and 

* the landscape of parts of the Snowy Range as they were in 1913 and 1915. 

According to my analysis at chapter 6, the depiction of ground cover in some of the photographs can 

be interpreted as follows: 

¶ The apparent biomass of the open plains in 1913/15 was typical of that found on the Snowy 

Range throughout most of the 20th century. The originally thick coverage of long dry snow 

grass tussocks had been burnt and grazed off in the first few decades of grazing, leaving the 

tussocks heavily trimmed and in something akin to a continuous post-fire status. Stream 

margins and peat bogs would have been largely in-tact while stocking rates remained 

relatively low and moderate. However, dramatic changes occurred subsequently in the 

1920s, Ψ30s and Ψ40s as stocking levels significantly increased. These included the trampling 

and denuding of stream banks, trampling and drying of peat bogs, and gradually increasing 

bare ground between the grass tussocks. 

¶ The ground cover under the snow gum woodland remained largely dominated by bark and 

leaf litter until increasing stocking levels from the 1920s to 1939 necessitated more frequent 

and regular burning of the forest floor to promote fresh growth of grass. Till then the open 

snow plains would have been the focus of grazing activity simply because animals grazing 

there in clear view were easier to manage and muster at autumn time. 

 

 

Relevant local newspaper reports: 

(Correspondence to Maffra Shire) from A J Waugh, extending invitation to Councillors to 
attend the illustrated lecture on our mountain scenery to be held on Thursday, 2nd Oct at 
Maffra. It was contended that the mountain country was worthy of a share in the tourist 
grant.2 
 
On Thursday next at the Maffra Mechanics' Hall an illustrated lecture on our Mountain 
Scenery will be given by Mr A. J. Waugh, such lecture to be interspersed with musical items. 
The pictures include Mt. Wellington and the Lake, the Great Gorge on Bryce's Plains, Mt 
Howitt, and the track down the Wonnangatta river past Bryce's to Dargo. It is the desire of 
the organizers of the tourist movement that all who have the advancement of the district at 
heart should attend on Thursday night, as they will then have a better idea of the worth of 
our natural scenery.3 
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" Why should Gippslanders have to go to Buffalo or N.S.W. for mountain scenery when, with 
a good road one could motor in three hours to Mt. Wellington, have a day in the snow in 
mid-year and get back to tea. We should ' hustle' our barrow' a bit more, combine lake and 
mountain trips and we will then have an ideal holiday country." 
 Mr. A. J. Waugh has just finished making a set of lantern slides of Mt. Wellington and the 
surrounding mountain country, and summed up his opinion of what he has seen in the above 
sentences when showing his pictures at Sale last week, where they aroused much interest. He 
is under a promise to show them when ready in aid of a choir platform for the Presbyterian 
church at Maffra, and intended to fulfil this about the end of the year, but owing to the 
movement which is on foot to ask the Shire President to call a public meeting to discuss the 
matter of obtaining a share of the tourist grant, it is thought advisable to have the lecture on 
Thursday next and invite Councillors and the Parliamentary representatives for the district to 
be present, and see for themselves what splendid scenery we have waiting to be opened up. 
It is said that £1,000 was spent on the Grampians last year and our natural mountain scenery 
is well worthy of similar development.4 
 

 
OUR MOUNTAIN RESORTS. ROAD FACILITIES REQUIRED 
 
That we have splendid mountain scenery at our very door has seldom obtruded itself on the 
reflections of the majority of the people in this district. A view of the mountains in the 
distance with their glistening snow-capped tips in winter time made one vaguely realise on 
the scene of grandeur that must be displayed on close sight, and reports of parties fresh from 
a visit to those mountains confirms us in belief that tourist traffic should be encouraged to 
that locality. 
Hitherto it has been as much a no man's-land as when in the eighties Snowden discovered 
the new lake high up in that mountainous region. 
Prior to that the blacks were aware of the existence of that deep placid stretch of water, but 
it seemed so quiet and unreal that their ready superstitions were aroused, and their 
designation of "Mik Mik Marra " (Ghost haunted waters) was quite sufficient to deter any of 
the dark skinned race from venturing within miles of the neighbourhood. 
Some years back, before Cr. McKinnon retired from municipal life, he interested himself 
energetically in having a road opened up through the Moroka Valley and his advocacy in the 
Maffra Shire Council bore fruit, as the Department when approached were amenable to the 
representations made, and now a road has been completed for traffic 10 miles up from 
Valencia Creek Post Office, and in this morning's issue tenders are invited by the Public Works 
Department for work in connection therewith. 
From Maffra to the top of the Moroka Valley is 40 miles, and from that point to the top of Mt 
Wellington is another 10 miles. That portion of the road completed for traffic is 10 miles in 
length, has an easy grade or 1 in 30, and is sufficiently wide for vehicles to pass in comfort. 
Such a magnificent start being made it rests with the residents of Maffra and the other 
districts concerned to take united action in pressing the Department of Public Works and the 
Maffra Shire Council the splendid possibilities of that region. Our sister town Bairnsdale has 
made a speciality of its picturesqueness, and attracts yearly an increasing flow of tourist 
traffic, and concerted action should be taken here. The Government of Victoria realises the 
value of opening up tourist resorts, and it would be well if the work it has achieved so far 
should be appreciated and an appeal made to carry through what has been started. 
An illustrated lecture given by Mr A. J. Waugh, of Maffra, who has been a consistent visitor 
to the mountains and has used his camera to great effect, was greatly appreciated at the 
Mechanics' Hall on Thursday evening last. The series of views interpreting the scenery of the 
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Moroka Road, the Track up the Avon, the Licola Road, Mount Howitt to Wonnangatta, the 
route to Grant and Dargo, and views on Bennison Plains, were greatly admired, and gave to 
the people strange to the mountains an idea of the splendour and majesty of that colossal 
landscape. The lecturer made a point of the discomfort, more especially during a winter trip, 
the absence of shelter sheds being a great drawback. On the Baw Baw track shelter sheds 
are provided and greatly appreciated by tourists. A feature of the scenery in the Snowy Plains 
is that four rivers rise at Mount Howitt - the King, Macalister, Howqua and Wonnangatta. 
The motto of the Tourist Bureau is three important As-" Accessibility," "Accommodation," 
"Advertisement," and it is the duty of all who have the well-being of this portion of Gippsland 
at heart to unite in an effort to attract the tourist traffic to beauty spots hitherto unknown, 
owing to the three As being disregarded. 
With the summer coming on attention is attracted to the mountain resorts, and it would be a 
considerable advantage if a public meeting were convened, say by the President of the Shire, 
to take the three As into consideration, and impress and strengthen the hands of a 
Department that has been working in our best interests whilst we have been languidly inert.5 
 
MINISTERS' JAUNT. 
TRIALS OF THE MOUNTAINS. THE UNACCUSTOMED HORSE. (By Our Special Reporter.) 
 
BRYCE'S HUT Sunday -On Thursday last a Ministerial party left Melbourne to inspect the 
mountain ranges lying between Maffra and Mansfield. If all goes well the return journey will 
be accomplished by Wednesday or Thursday. The motives which actuated the Minister for 
Works (Mr. Hagelthorn) and the Minister for Lands (Mr Lawson) to take this adventurous trip 
was a desire to personally acquaint themselves with the possibilities of developing the 
country either as a pastoral area or a tourist resort, or both. 
Two or three days of laboured and occasionally perilous mountaineering must have pretty 
well convinced them that any effort in these directions, which would make much demand 
would make much demand on the public funds, is at the present time premature. Tonight the 
party is camped at Bryce's Hut, on the Snowy Plains, taking a well earned rest after three 
days' hard and rough riding. There are present, in addition to the Ministers, Mr. Membrey 
(honorary Minister), Mr. Catani (engineer-in-chief of public works), Mr. Minogue (under 
treasurer), Mr. Laing (surveyor-general), and Mr. W. Davidson (ex-inspector-general of public 
works). 
Bryce's Hut, as its name implies, is an unpretentious log structure, common enough in the 
early goldfields days, but seen now only in remote mountain recesses. It is in a spot walled in 
by rugged ranges, and a clear stream winds past a few yards away on its course to 
Wonnangatta Creek. It is a scene typical of the Alps, of which the Wellington Range, which 
the party is still traversing, is a spur. Huge granite boulders litter the face of the cliffs, and 
the slopes are clothed with a spindly variety of eucalyptus, known as Snow Gum. The country, 
which formed the third stage of the journey, however is far better, on the whole, than that 
which was inspected on the first two days. It is more open and better grassed. In places the 
ranges fell away and opened out into broad valleys from a quarter of a mile to a mile in 
width, and flaked by gentle slopes, rock strewn, and dotted with clumps of gum and patches 
of mountain heath. In its general features it was characteristic of the isolated breaks which 
occur up among the peaks of the Alps, and which of the Alps and which extend north into the 
Monaro. 
Maffra was left at an early hour on Friday morning, and the first two hours presaged none of 
the trials and tribulations that were to attend the pilgrimage. Three motorcars conveyed the 
visitors along a perfect road, which slowly curved and climbed along the crest of a mountain 
spur, passing through beautiful and fertile farming country and giving glimpses of pretty 
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little homes deep down in sheltered valleys. The air was crisp and keen, and everyone was 
delighted with the prospect of a week in the open air in the rarer atmosphere of an elevation 
varying between 4,000ft and 6,000ft ft. two hours, however, is a small fraction of a week and 
when the road suddenly swung round the shoulder of a cliff and came to an abrupt 
conclusion, ones thoughts were diverted from the future to the more pressing realities and 
necessities of the immediate present. 
Where the road terminated was at a point where there was an almost straight drop down 
into a gully 300ft below. On the other side there was a sheer ascent of perhaps 2,000ft or 
3,000ft. and the continuation of the journey was only possible along a 4ft. track cut out in 
the side of the precipice. A guide and a long string of saddle horses here awaited the party; 
the pack horses with tents and provisions had gone on ahead the day before. On quitting the 
cars, the visitors peered cautiously over the edge of the track and then inspected their 
mounts. The horses were a useful-looking lot of mountain-bred animals, and with due regard 
to the hazards of the track many secret and furtive requests were made to the guide for "a 
quiet one," but the mounts knew their job, and they picked their way up the ranges like 
mountain deer .For 20 miles this track was pursued and long before that distance was 
coveted everyone had so far regained his nerve that he was able to view with composure and 
with an imitation of enthusiasm the magnificent panorama of mountain peak and gorge. 
During the first day's ride one fact was made clear-this section of the country could only be 
gauged from the tourist standpoint: it was certainly no pastoral or agricultural proposition. A 
kangaroo would have had difficulty in climbing the almost perpendicular face of the 
mountains, while the stunted gums had to contest every inch of soil with the bush scrub. The 
struggle for existence was abundantly demonstrated in the plant life of the ranges. Camp 
was not reached until dark, and even then the incidents and risks of the day were not at an 
end. Tea was partaken of by the light of a huge fire and just before the blankets were 
unrolled the stillness of the night was broken by a loud splash a few yards from the camp 
circle. It was soon explained by the Minister for Lands. His eagerness to see the quality of the 
land had led him beyond the light of the fire, and brought him crashing through some thick 
undergrowth into the Maroka River. He was soon warmed and dried, and the travellers 
stretching themselves out on the ground, dissembled sleep. A slight shower of rain about 4 
o'clock in the morning brought everyone to his feet with extraordinary unanimity. In 
consequence of that shower, breakfast was concluded at an earlier hour than would 
probably otherwise have been the case. 
On the Saturday, progress was slow, the country to be travelled was rough and broken. 
Mount Wellington, a peak of 5,200ft was climbed and lunch was taken at Millers hut. 
Admiration of the agility and cleverness of the horses in climbing and descending the 
numerous steep and stony pinches and in worming their way through the scrub and timber 
was a fine stimulus to the day's ride, but on the evening of the second day the amateurs of 
the patty realised with painful clearness the fact that they had covered a distance of 25 
miles. This will appear slow going to those who know not the Alps but it meant eight hours in 
the saddle and it was work which tested the endurance of the staunch mountain bred 
horses.. Fortunately, a hut - in these regions huts. are few and far between-had been 
selected as a camping place for at about с ƻΩŎƭƻŎƪΣ ŀ ǾƛƻƭŜƴǘ ǘƘǳƴŘŜǊǎǘƻǊƳ ŦƭƻƻŘŜŘ ǘƘŜ 
country. Camp was reached just as the rain began to fall. The hut was diminutive and leakv 
but it served as a shelter. After the storm had worked over, another open air meal was 
disposed of, and then in some instances, an industrious application of unguents an 
embrocations preceded he preparation for the passing of the night. The hut was only 14ft by 
10ft and it had to accommodate 11 persons. Four jammed themselves in crosswise and seven 
squeezed in lengthwise, all lying on the earth; but sleep was out of the question. Sardines 



were never arranged with greater regard to economy of space and probably were never 
more miserable.6 
 
Mr Waugh has received the following letter from Mr Catani, chief engineer of Public Works, 
with reference to the recent trip to Mount Wellington via the Moroka Valley :-"The trip was 
completed according to programme, and the Ministers were landed in the motors at Merrijig 
on Tuesday at noon and preferred to take the train at Mansfield for the return journey to 
town. The ride is the greatest I have had and I have had many. Mount Howitt is a gem. I 
consider that £600 will make all the necessary improvements in this track, including mileage 
point and direction notices. This track, with three rough huts- Wellington, Bennison and 
Howitt--would become a favourite pedestrian tour. Thanking you for your valuable help to us 
in making the arrangements for the Moroka trip."7 

 
 
 

 
Frederick William 
Hagelthorn 
Minister for Public 
Works, 1915 
 

 
Harry Lawson, Minister for Lands, 
1913- 1915 
 

 
Carlo Catani, Public Works Chief 
Engineer, 1915 
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Selected Photographs of Arthur John Waugh, c.1913 
 
 

 
 High Plains near Mt Wellington N. Gippsland, 1913 
Photographer:    Waugh, Arthur John 1868-1928. 
Identifier(s)     H83.125/11, SLV 
 



 

Snow gum woodland near Mt Wellington, 1913 
Photographer: Waugh, Arthur John 1868-1928. Identifier H83.125/38, SLV 
 



 

An in-tact mountain bog near Mt Wellington, 1913 
Photographer: Waugh, Arthur John 1868-1928. Identifier H83.125/61, SLV 
 

 
 



 
    Looking from top of Mt Wellington towards Gable End, Gippsland, 1913 
    Photographer Waugh, Arthur John 1868-1928. Identifier H83.125/15, SLV 
 

 



 
    Bridal track to Mt Wellington Gippsland, 1913 
    Photographer Waugh, Arthur John, 1868-1928, Identifier H2016.167/104, SLV 
 

 



 
    Bennison Plains, with Mt Tamboritha in the background, 1913 
    Photographer Waugh, Arthur John 1868-1928. Identifier: H83.125/52, SLV 
 
 



 
 Moroka Road from Valencia Creek. N. Gippsland 1913 
 Photographer Waugh, Arthur John 1868-1928. Identifier: H83.125/45, SLV 
 
 
 



 
 Moroka Road under construction, Maffra district N. Gippsland 1913 
 Photographer Waugh, Arthur John 1868-1928. Identifier: H83.125/57, SLV 
 
 



 
    Looking north from Mt. Howitt across the Terrible Hollow to Mt Despair, 1913. 
    Photographer Waugh, Arthur John, 1868-1928.  Identifier: H2016.167/75, SLV 
 
 



 
    Riders on the track in the Gippsland mountains, 1913. 
Photographer: Waugh, Arthur John, 1868-1928. Identifier: H2016.167/68, SLV 
 
 
 



 
    Top of Mt Wellington in Winter, c. 1913. 
Photographer: Waugh, Arthur John, 1868-1928. Identifier: H2016.167/102, SLV. 
 
 
 
 



 
Bridal track from Bryce's station by Wonnangatta River, 1913. 
Photographer: Waugh, Arthur John 1868-1928. Identifier: H83.125/54, SLV 
 

 



 
A carpet yellow everlastings on Mt Reynolds N. Gippsland, 1913 
Photographer Waugh, Arthur John, 1868-1928. Identifier: H2016.167/113, SLV 
 
 


